
70 THE HARP.

Of e oethers,
With hlis brothers,

In his rich robes sacerdîuia
Singing from his golden PaU"ter
Cones lie now to wed the twaii-

Trthiii aid Beauutiy,
Rest and Duty,

Hope and Fear ami Jov and Pain,
U nite for wenti or eoe benîeaul tie Pe's

PE~ASANT PRfOPRltETORLS.

Wiur might have been, loig ago, in
ireland, and whalt nay yet be, under
the Providence of God, throughoutErin,
us described by a correspondent of te
Dublin Freemau who visited sundry
proprietors in the neighborhood of

w mtownstewart and Stribane, County
Tyrone. WC extract the description of
the first farm visited:-

"lWhat did I exiect te find-a sud-
don change frim tie indolence, dirt,
untidinless, unthrift that is provcrbialk
attributed to Irish tenants? Certainity
net, for mly oxeie f tsis distict,
as well as nyi oths itl Iîrebd is
that clean and coifoitable huses, good
fei Mng, t td Saving habse fnr moro
prevalen t han dhm reverse.

WNith the exception of the landlords,
whose cry to the tenants is ever like
Pharaoh's, 'Yc arc idle!' the industry
and thrift of the Irish peasantry have
struck every obser'er. Whîile the
linglish landownci prot'itesal thde flxcdl
capital forwoikin the farin and Uic
cost of its maintenance, the Irish tenlant
at will must provide both this and the
ordiary faimi ng capital. Searcely a
house cen be visited in this distriét,
whbeie, if the whole farnily histoiy is
disclosed, theme are net te be fennti
niot reomarîcable inîstancos cf dîrift anud
family affection.

"'Phe lands visited lay on the south-
een side cf dilfe uune Valley through
-which runs the raiiway from Omagh to

, ,Strabane and Derry, and they run up
into a high moorland district. The first
farm visited comprised forty-five acres,
some fields of which were detached and
more than half a mile distant from tie
homnestead. The house %was approached
by a graveied avenue betveen nmUtly
cut thorn hedges Auound the bouse

Il nd gardon were a good many large
trces-ash, beach, sycaniorc of fo rty
or tifty ycars' growth, and ailso sorme
young lareh recenuy planted. The
house was coifoirtable, clean, aid
sted. Soie OCf tc ofices were new,
put up since the purchase of he fari
in 175. lhe lrgst new building was
forty feet long by sixteenl widu, anud in
it were the horses, throc in ninbor, and
thice milh cows. The Old stable lhad
beci turned into a barn in which a
threshi ng machine costing £35 had just
been put u p. Boarding foi the now
floor were seasoning and not yet laid
dow'n. Lime anid stonce, wor eollectei
fer more buiid ings. 'I'll have a set of
siated houses thiat'l be good for vhoover
succoeds m' said the owner. 'And
iwho will that b?' asked i, ' wil yoiu
divide it among your two sons' He
answered, 'it'il be little enoigh for one
ofc hmil, Whoever gets it ust pay
u oher children somethmg ir i can't
save for theni, but the farin iiist not be
divded.' Hec tihen took me out into the
tieid andi sho\ved mne pilecs of bouideî,u
whiuh lie and bis sens lîid rsed ot of
the grouind duiing the past, two years.
I'vc donc nothiing,' lie ad, that i

m htt hae donc M a tan o , bu My
rent w'ouîld surely have bcn raised
now' it's our own.'

It is ne wondr that the raising of
rents in these moun tainous distiects
siould be bitterly resented. The grub-
bing tp aimd rcnovai cr bo1uders fuon
the SoifI the coninionlest npovuct
effected, is a most laborious and
expensive work. Lt is done by slow de-
grees on most farms, no fomial accoant
can be kept, and no trace of the work
romains. Tlhe stones ni e ised in build-
ing heoses burieti i d-ains, 01 piled Ill
mue ofon)ces.Thiisotîî huvc
to tell the iandlord's valuer, nor is it his
businîess, that five, ton, or twenty years
ago the cornfick or mndo' was a mass
ci boulideis amid wlhich groiw nothing
but rushes, flags, and buttccups.

Solid love, wvhose root is virtue, can
no more die, than virtue itslcf.

Virtue requires ne other recompense
than the tibute cf self approbation and
respect


