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THE CHRISTIAN.

History of -tho Baptists " has the following: The
““distinguishing principles of Baptists—theso may bu
tated thus;

“L THAT THE INSPIRED SORIPTURES
CONTAIN THE FULL AND SUPREME
AUTHORITY OF CHRIST IN ALL THAT
REVEALS TO CHRISTMAN FAITH AND
PRACIMCE, WHETHER IN DOCTRINE,
ORDINANCE, THE ORDERING OF A HOLY
LIFE, OR IN THE ADMINISTERING OF
OHURCH GOVERNMENT.” This sentenco he
prints in eapitals. Then hesays, in ordinary type
** These alone must be followed; and all lepislation,
canon, creed or decree, springing from tradition,
ecclosiastical authority, or usage of antiquity, not
enjoined in the Serpiturecs, is to bo resisted and re-
jucted from whatover sourco it may spring, either
insido the local church or outside, as intolerablo
in the faith aund practice of tho churches. Wo find
a wide difforence betwoon a simple confession or
declaration of what the Bible teaches, and an
authoritative croed. What is an authoritative
creed? Dr. Armitage says, ‘‘that it is an
imporative test which must be enforced in the
interest of absolute uniformity.” AlexanderCamp-
bell said in 1832 that‘‘ an authoritative creed”
is an abstract of human opinion eoncerning the
supposed cardinal articles of Christian faith, which
summary is made a hond of union, or torm of
communion” He said that a Christian ought to
oppose every authoritative creed, propared by
philosophers, conferences, synods, or some individ-
ual loader,” “‘as opposed to the wisdom and bene-
volencu of Jesus Christ.” Twenty-fivo years after
he began to advocate the union of Christians on the
original and divine basis. Hesaid: **Our opposition
to creeds arose from a couviction that, whether the
epinion in thewn were true or false, they were hostile
to the union, peace, harmuny, purity, and joy of
Christians, and adverse to the conversion of the
world to Jesus OChrist.” Alexander Campbell,
Francis Wayland, and Thomas Armitage, speak
the same things, in aubstance, on the subject of
of authoritative human creeds. The omission of
the word authoritative from any statomont in
opposition to human declarations of religious faith
renders this statement seriously dufective. The
opposition of these good and grand men was not
to a simple confession or declaration of what the
Bible teaches, but to using this *‘ confession or
declaration™ *‘as an imperative test which muat
be enforced in the interests of an absolute uni*
formity!” or as Mr. Campbell would say, the
waking of such a ducument, *“a bond of union or
term of communion.” But was not Alexarder
Campbell opposed to making any kind of a written
declaration of his faith He wasnot. Hesaid in 1839,
While we are always willing to give a declaration of
our faith and knowledge of the Christian system,
we firmly protest against dogmatically propounding
our own views, or those of any fallible mortal, asa
condition or foundation of church union and co-
operation.” In the Millenial Harbinger for 1846,
page 385, he publishcs a atatement of his faith in
eight distinct propositions or articles. The frater.
nal regad of Mr, Campbell for his Baptist brethren
in 1853 may be read in his work on, **Christian
Baptism, with its Antecedents and Congequents.”

The Dedicativu is as follows, italics and Capitals.
To Baptists of every name and party, in the United States
of America and in the British DProvinees, who speak our
vernacular, as an humble tribute of his respect and esteem
on account of their uniform and perscvering advocacy of
JSreedom of thought, and specch, and of action, in all that
Derlains to the rights of conscience, and to civil liberly, as

well as for their conslant and untiring cfforts to sustain the’

Apostolic institution of ** Christian Daplism, and cspeci-
ally to those who plead jfor the union and co-operation of

“alltolio love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity, on fhe-
basis of “ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONEBAP--

TISM; ONE GOD AND FATBER UF ALL, ONE

. H
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1is accepted with Him.,"”

BODY, ONE SPIRIT, AND ONE HOPE,” this
volume is repectyully and affcctionately inscribed by
THE AUTHOR."

Note this language, * To Baptists of every name,
* % % % gapecially to thoso who, otc.” Does not
this mean: ** Especially to those BAPTIS1S who
plead for union and co-oporation,” etc.?

Was this kindly Christian fecling genoral among
those of whom Disciples are wont to spenak as *‘the
fathers?” Dr., Richardson, the chosen biographer
of Mr. Campbell, saaid in March, 1866, the year and
the month of Alexandor Campboll’s death, that
“geclesinstically and formerly connected with the
Baptists as wo wore in tho beginning, we have never
beun wholly separated from them; for, in spite of
misunderstanding, and the efforts of a fow to creato
differonces, thers have cons:antly bsen mere or
less intorcommunion and fraternal intercourse. At
no time have we separated ourselves, or denied
tollowship to a Baptist broth:r, or refused to reo-
ceivo a8 2 momber one accredited Ly letter from a
Baptist church. We have, in reality, over claimed
the Baptists as our brothren, Wo have never
admitted that there was any juat cause for division
between us, and have constantly chorished the hupe
that a httle timne would terminate all unprofitable
controversies, and swoeten the ascerbity of feeling
produced in cortain cases by the speculative polemics
of a tuo earnest opiniomsm.” [f any man under-
stood “‘the fathers” De. Richiardson certainly did.
He says that when visiting Mr. Campbell a short
time before his death, and speaking to him of union
hetween Baptists and Disciples, ¢*he expressed
himself as greatly dehighted with it, and earnestly
in favor of consumumating it upon a true scriptural
basis. He said it would indeed bo a great achieve-
ment if all baptized believers counld bho united in
one comwmunion, and would work wondors in re-
gard to the spread of the truth and the cunversion
of the world.
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ORDAINED OR DETERMINED—WHICH.

BY E. 0. FORD,

And as many as were ordained to eternal life, besioved.
—Common Version, dcts xiti, 43,

And as many as were determined for eterzal life,
believed,—Doddridye.

In the discussion of the scripture at the head of
this article, two positions are generally taken,
which are fairly vxprossed by the two translations
given. The position of those who would retain the
word **ordain” in this scripture is thus expressed :

‘¢ A divine ordination is the cause, not the effect,
of any man’s believing.” If a ** divine ordination
is the cause "’ of our believing, then thero can be
no belief without this *‘ cause; ™ and man is thus
relieved of all responsibility in the macter, But,
will the scriptures austain such a theory ! We
think not. If this position cannot ‘bo sustained,
then it is evident that tv translate tho word here
rendered *‘ordain is a mistake, The Word of
God is its own best interpreter. ** Lot God be
true,” whatever mnay beconme of the theories of men.

In Acts x. 34, 35, wo read: **Of a truth [ perceive
that God is no respecter of persons ; but m every
nation he that fears Him, and worketh righteonsness
It would hardly seem
possiblo to misunderstand this scripture, The
spirit of God, by the mouth of Puter, says : ““Ged
is no 1espocter of persens.” Does not this plain
declaraticn conflict with the theory under consid-
eration? How can it bo true that ** God 18 no
rospecter of persons,” when, at the same time, we
are to undorstand that only such can believe as
have been caused to do 8o by a ¢ divine crdina-
tion 7” Does Ho not have a apecial respect for

those whom Ho ¢ ordains to eternal life,” that-
thoy may bo thus-moved to believe, and coms to:
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Again, wo read fr m IL Potor, iii. 9: *The Lord
18 nut slack concorning His promises, as somo men
count slackness; but is long-suffering to ts-ward, 1ot
willing that any shculd perieh, but that all hould
como to repertauce,” This plain seripture, too,
gives no support to the theory that only such can
beliove, and cometo repontance as havo been beforo
“‘ordained to oternal life.” The Lord having *‘died
for all," is still waiting, “*not willing any should
perish,” but is manifesting His goodness, that by
this mon may bo led to repentance. *‘Or despisoth
thou the richos of his goodness, and forbearar ce,
and long-suffering ; not knowing that the goodiless
of God leaduth thee to repentance.” Rom. ii.4,10
Thus it is scen that the *¢ goodneas of God " is the
cause of mon believing and coming to ropentanco,
and not a *° divino ordination,” as some would’ baVo
us think,

By theso and other scriptures that mlnhc b
named, it is evident that tho-theory of a ** dwmo
ordination " as the cause of faith, is not susfamod
by the scripture,

Lot us next consider the other sido of -this
question, as expreseed by the trapslation of Dr.
Doddridge and others : *“ As muny as wore deter-
mined for etornal life, believed,” and soo how this
agrees with the word of tho Lord. In the first
place, let it bo noted, that the same Greok word,
which, in this verse under discussion, is transla-
ted *‘ordain,” isin Acts xv. 2, correctly rendered
‘ determined.” Hero it ia used to oxpress ‘the
state of the mind of the brothren. *¢They. deter~
mined that Paul aud Barnabas, and certain others
of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the upodﬁes
and elders about *‘a cortain question that ‘was
troubling them. Thatis they were dispubed, ot
determined, tosend these brothren up to Jorusalsm
to sottle this question. To apply this rendermg
to the scripture under consideration we will -scé
that it makes a completo harmony with all patallsl
passages, and may thus be relied on as the coroct
translation of this much disputed scripture, =~

Again, the very nature of the faith by which wé
‘“lay hold on oternal life * involvas the will of the
believer. There will bo no ** belief to the aving
of the soul,” unless there is a desire, a determmu
tion, to be saved. Christ says: *‘If any man
willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teachmg
whether it be of God.” Johu vii. 17. Men m"st
be willing to believe, and obey God befors they ¢an
have an experimental knowledge of the Cbmtmh
religion, Many scriptures might be gquoted” 1n
proof of this proposition, but the following. afe
thought sufficient for our present purpose, ¥ With
the heart man believeth unto righteousness.” Rom,
x. 10, Again, If thoun believest with all' thine
heart thou mayest. Acts viii. 37. Tho mam_of
Yithiopia had heard Philip preaching Ji esus, and had
a desire to obtain eternal life ; hence, his’ reaameas
to believe the preaching, and to show his faith ‘by
his obedienco. Being ¢ determined for etqrgnl
life" caused him to beliove what he  heard,
and domg the will of God gave him the éxpér t
mental knowledgo, so that ‘*he went on h(s wny
rejoicing.”

'Tuke again the case of the conversion ¢f the
threo thousand on Pentecost, Peter had preached
Christ to these people, and had convicted theft

of their great sin, and had awakened in themi t
desire or determination to be saved ; henct théir
earuest question, ‘‘ Men and brethren, what “ahall
we do?' Acts ii. 37. The answer was, Ré‘
pent and be baptized every ono of you in the name
of Jesus Christ for the romission of sms, -and’ yeo
shall roceive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Now
we read in verse 41 that ‘thoy that gladly ré-
ceived His word wore-baptized.” This shows' tho
state of the mind. of at least throo thousand oh
that occasion, Doubtless there were’ iany Amdng
those wha heard that day, who were not: ‘diapbied
to bollove, honce they dld uot receive tho word'
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