
Decotnbor, 1888. THE CHRISTIAN.
HistOry of -the Baptists ' has the following: The
'"distinguishing principles of Baptists-these may bu
tated thus:

"1. THAT THE INSPIRED SORIPTURES
CONTAIN THE FULL AND SUPREME
AUTHORITY OF CHIRST IN ALL THAT
REVEALS TO CHRISTIAN FAITH AND
PRACTICE, WFIETHER IN DOCTRINE,
ORDINANCE, THE ORDERING OF A HOLY
LIFE, OR IN THE ADMINISTERING OF
OHURCH GOVERNMENT." This sontenco lie
printa in capitals. Thon ho says, in ordinary type
" These alono must he followed; and ail legislation,
canon, creed or decree, springing from tradition,
ecclosiastical authority, or usage of antiquity, not
enjoined in the Serpitures, is to he rosisted and re-
jucted fromi whatover source it may spring, cither
insido the local church or outside, as intolerablo
in the faith and practice of the churches. We find
a wide difference botwoon a simple confessinzi or
declaration of what the Bible teaches, and an
authoritative cread. What is ain authoritative
creed? Dr. Armitago asys, " that it is an
imperative test which must bu onforced in the
interest of absoluto uniformity." AlexanderCamp-
bell said in 1832 that " an autlhnritative creed"
is an abstract of human opinion concerning the
supposed cardinal articles of Christian faith, which
summary is made a bond of union, or term of
communion" H1e said that a Christian ought to
oppose overy authoritativo creed, propared by
philosophera, conferences, synods, or some individ-
ual leader," "as opposed to the wisdom and bone-
volenco of Jesus Christ." Twenty-fivo years after
he began te advocate the union of Christians on the
original and divine basis. He said: "Our opposition
te creeds arose from a conviction that, whother the
opinion in them were true or falso, they were hostile
te the union, peace, harnony, purity, and joy of
Christians, and adverse to the conversion of the
world te Jesus Christ." Alexander Campbell,
Fiancis Wayland, and Thomas Armitago, speak
the same things, in substance, on the subject of
of aitthoritative human creeds. The omission of
the word auithoritatee from any statenient in
opposition to hunian declarations of religious faith
renders this statement seriously dufective. The
opposition of these good and grand mon was net
te a simple confession or declaration of what the
Bible teaches, but to using this " confession or
deolaration" " as an imperative test which must
be enforced in the interests of an absolute uni
formity!" or as Mr. Campbell would say, the
making of auch a document, " a bond of union or
term of communion." But was not Alexander
Campbell opposed to making any kind o'' a writton
declaration of his faithi He was net. He said in 1839,
Whilo we are always willing to give a declaration of
our faith and knowledge of the Christian system,
me firmly protest against dognatically propounding
our own views, or those of any fallible mortal, as a
condition or foundation of clurch union and co-
operatiun." In rite Millenial Harbinger for 1846,
page 385, ho publislcs a statement of his faith in
eight distinct propositions or articles. The frater-
nal regat d of Mr. Campbell for his Baptist brethren
in 1853 may b rad in his work on, " Christian
Baptism, with its Antecedonts and Consequents."

The Dedication is as follows, italies and Capitals.
To Baptists of every naine and part', in lite Unitl States
of Atnerica and in the British Provinces, who speak oui,
vernacular, as an humble tribute of Ais respect and estena
on account of their uniforn and persevering advocacy of
freedom of thougitt, and speech, and of action, in all that
pertains to the righ<ts of conscience, and Io civil liberty, as
iwell asfor their constant aid untiring e.forts to sustain the
Apostolic institution of "' Christian Baptisn. and ampeci-
ally to those tho plead for lhe union and co-operation of
'liho'o love our Lord .Jesui Chris! in siicerity, on i/he
basis of "ONE LORD, ONE FAITE, ONEIBAP-
TISM; ONE GOD AND FATSER OF ALL, ONE

BODY, ONE', SPIRIT, AND ONE HOPE," this
volume is rpst(flilly «awl afTetwnatelt' iniscribed by

TU E AUTIOR."
Note this language, " To Baptists of every namue,

* * * * especially te those who, etc." DoeCa not
tiuis mean: " Especially to those BAPTISTS who
pload for union and co-oporation," etc.1

Was this kindly Christian feeling general smong
those of whom Dieciples are wont to speak as "the
fathersi" Dr. Richardson, the choson biograplier
of Mr. Campbell, said in March, 1866, the year and
the month of Alexandor Campbell's death, that
"occlesiastically anîd formerly connected with the
Baptists as wo were in the beginning, we have nover
beun wholly separated from them; for, in spito of
misunderstanding, and the efforts of a few to create
differonces, thora have consantly been no-ro or
less intercommunion and fraternal intercourse. At
no time have we separated ourselves, or deniod
tellowslip to a Baptist brothr, or refused to re-
ceivo as a member one accrodited by latter frot a
Baptist church. We have, in reality, over clained
the Baptista as our brethron. Wu have nover
admitted that thore was any juist cause for division
between us, and have constantly cherished the ho.pe
that a lttle time would terminate ail uprofitable
controversies, and swooten the ascerbity of feeling
produred in certain cases by the speciilative polomics
of a tue earnest opmnioiîs<îî." li any man under.
stood "the fathers" Dr. Richardson cortainly did.
He says that whon visiting Mr. Campbell a short
time before his death, and spoaking to him of union
betwoon Baptists and Disciples, " lie exprosed
himself as greatly dohîghted witht it, and earnestly
in favor of consumninatinig it upon a true scriptural
basis. He said it would indeed be a groat achievo-
ment if aIl baptized believers could be united in
one communion, and would work wonders in re-
gard to the spread of the truth and the conversion
of the world.

New York City.

ORDA INED OR DE 'ERJIINED- W1ICFL

BY E. 0. FORD.

And as many as were ordained ta eternal life, beioved.
-Common Version, Acts xiii. 43.

And as many as wero determined for eterenl life,
believed.-J)oddridge.

In the discussion of the seripture at the hoad of
this article, two positions are generally taken,
which are fairly uxpressed by the two translations
given. The position of those who would retain the
word "ordainl' in this scripture is thus expreassed :

" A divine ordination is the cause, not the effect,
of any man's believing." If a " divine ordination
is the cause" of our believing, thon there cati be
no belief without this " cause;" and man is ilus
rolieved of ail responsibility in the matter. But,
will the scriptures sustan such a theory I We
think not. If this position cannot bo sustained,
thon it is ovident that to translate the word here
rendered "ordain " is a mistake. The Word of
God is its own best interpreter. " Lot God h
true," whatever nay become of the theorios of men.

In Acts x. 34, 35, we read: "Of a truth I porcoive
that God is no re.peeter of persons ; but mn overy
nati,,n lie that fears Hin, and worketh righteoisnoss
is accepted with Him." It would hardly suem
possible to misunderstand this seripture. The
spirit of God, by the momch of Peter, says : " God
is no îespecter of persons." Does not this plain
declaration confliet with the theory under consid-
oration ? H',w can it bo true that " God is no
respecter of persons," whon, at the same time, we
are te understand that only such can believe as
have been caused tu do se by a " divine ordina-
tion 1" Does Ho not have a special respect for
those whom Ho "ordains te eternal life," that.
they may be thus moved to believe, and come to
the Lord ?

Again, we read fr in II. Peter, iii. 9: "The Lord
ts not elack concerning Ris promises, as soute men
cotunt alackness; but is long-suffering te ús-ward, iot
willing that any shc uid periplh, but thiat ail ah'ould
comae te reper.tatice." This plain scripture, tdo,
gives no support ta the theory that only such can
believe, and corne te repentance as have beonbeforo
"ordained to oternal life." The Lord'having "cdied
for aIl," is still waitinig, "lnot willing any ahliold
porisl," but is manifesting His goodness, thatb&
this mon nay bo led to repentance. "Or despisoth
thou tho riches of his goodness, and forbea'rdrce,
and loig.suiffering ; not knowing that the goodiiées
of God leadeth theu to repentance." Rom. ii.4,f0'
Thus it is scen that the " goodness of God " is tht
cause of mon bolieving and coming to r'epetitaiico,
and not a " divine ordination," as some woidld'hba
us think.

By theso and other scriptures that might b
naied, it is evident that the-theory of a " divino
ordination " as the cause of faith, is net susWniand
by the scripture.

Lot us noit consider the other sido of ·this
question, as expreseed by the translation of Dr.
Doddridge and othors : " As many as were doter-
mined for eternal life, bolieved," and see how this
agrees with the word of the Lord. In the frat
place, let it be noted, that the saine Greek word,
which, in thIs verso utnder discussion, is tian i'a'-
ted "ordain," is in Acts xv. 2, correctly rendered
"deternined." Hore it is used ta express 'the
state of the mind of the brothren. " They deter.
mined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain othdr'
of thon, shîould go up to Jerusalem unto the apodtfe½
and eiders about " a certain question that 'was*
troubling thom. That is they werc dispo~bea,' &
determined, ta send these brethren up te Jerusýeii
to sottle this questin. To apply this rendorini
to the scripture under consideration we will -seé
that it makes a complote harmony with ail pîralià
passages, and may thus be relied on as the CoÏiect
translation of this much disputed scripture.

Again, the very nature of the faith by which we
" lay hold on eternal life " involves the wili of t'he
believer. There will ho no " bolief te the iaviting
of the soul," unless there is a desire, a doternififa.
tion, to be saved. Christ says : " If any -an
willeth te do His will, ho shall know of the teaôhing
whether it ho of God." John vii. 17. Men nust
ho willing to believo, and obey God before they can
have an experimental knowledge of the Chriitiii
religion. Many scriptures might he quoted un
proof of this proposition, but the following sil
thought sufficient for our present purpoée. i-Witli
the heart man believeth unto righteousness." Rom.
x. 10. Again, If thon believest with all ihiiè
lheart thou mayest. Acts viii. 37. Tho mai ô
Ethiopia had heard Philip preaching Jesus, andlhad
a desire to obtain eternal life ; heuce, his'readinesa
to believe the preaching, and to show his fiitlif V'
his obedience. Boing "Idetermined for etefilI
life " caused him to believe what le heatd,
and doing the will of God gave him the âxp'erl'
mental knowledge, so that "lue went on hfis Wày
rejoicing." '

Take again the case of the conversion if thé
three thousanl on Pentecost. Peter had preachèd
Christ to these p'eople, and had convicted thieïî
of thoir great sin, and had awakened in ihèdi >
desire or detormination te he saved ; lieñcë théir
eariest question, "Mon and brethren, walat -sha
we do l" Acts ii. 37. The answer was,' "Re
pont and b baptized every one of you In the iamé
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,' ana* ye
shall receivo the gift of the Holy Spirit." N6^*
we read in verse 41 that, " they that gladly ii-
coived His word weue-baptized." This ihows"the
state of the mind of at least throe thoiaadh
that occasion. Doubtless there werd'ehasiy ýài6i
those who heard that dey, who werë ifetdipèe
te believe, honce they did not receive th' *AorI


