
CANADIAN DRUGGIST.

Ye Automatic Pharmacy.

1nv o1nt AilIi, A. 1>. 19.50.

Pasbing throighi One of oui- large nortl-
era towns the other day, Iy eye VIs
ai-rrested by a curious overhaniginig sigl
bearing the inscription, I Ye Autoiatic
Pirtimcitry." i glnileced within the dloo-,
and a stralige siglit presetl(ed itself.
Stood about wVere numllerou od.ooim
cases and m1iach iles, the walls were lined
with a series of cases filled witlh iil miiant-
nier of drugs. A soleni stilliless re-gned
around ; no anxious, careworn pharmacist

pre-sented his head under tle gowing
laiips of the electric liglt; nîo pale-faced
obsequious a:,sistant caile niimîîbly forward
to kînow Isly pleasure. Filled with ecrios-
ity, I stepped across the iarble flnoi-, still
no sounds, only the uncanny obj<ets hle-
iniîg lie in oin every side.

Afte- a few minîutes spent iin looking
rouind I discove-ed the imteaning of the
sign without. Tt was a genuine pharm:cy,
onliy arrangecd ont ai enti-ely autolatic
princile. Tie first nachine 1 investiga.
ted was that for dispensing prescriptions.
llappenling to lave a prescription for in-
ftluenza in mny pocket I followed the direc.
tiens, and in a feV minutes afte- the
iiging of the heIl i foutind in drawer No.
2 my prescliption nleatly dispensed. As
1 ladc lot suillied msly seul by visitintg the
stores 1 coild not practically test the ai-
jacent inîstrumlent, but I spent somoe tuie
in examininîg its complicated mechaniim.
Stepping back T nearly put cmy foot into
a iîost peculia- looking piece of apparatus
it was labelled acitomîatie dog poisolner. I
mnuch adiired its iiig-tuity,wiichc deserves
a detailed description. According to the
directions, after placing the requisite fee
in the siot, a steel loop openîs, at samte
timie exposing a beef lozenge fixed to a
little pede-staîl. he dlog ntatur-ally mîakinîg
for the iozenge, puts lis liad thri-oughi the
loop, which eclasps his nek fi riily, Imiakinig
hii yatwnc somcewiat. lilaîf ait ouice of
prussic acid is dischiarged into lis gaping
miouth. At the saei mnomîent the bocly
disappears throughl a trap door. A bell
sciiîîiiomis you a little later to take fromî a
simall drawer the laidfil of whiite asles
whicli is all that remîains of p doggie.

Poisois for the huimîan race aie dispentsed
with fa- more caution. Whilst signinîg
the r-egister you unconsciouîsly press a
hidden spring, whici coniected wiit thian
instantaneous ~c-amera takes a portrait of
the purchaser. Tie poison being asked
for verbally, the voice is tluis rgistered
in the plonograph, and oin placing the
mtoniey ii the slot and pulling the lever,
out drops the necessary article.

Casting Ily eye along the walls, I foutnd
glass fronted shoots filled with eve-y
description of drugs, alrceady bîottled and
papered for delivery uîpcont the mîoney
being placed in the slot. I avoided Vith
a shultder tte beckoiiing hand - To the
Tooth Ext-cictor-," but stopped alt a umîod.
est-]ookiing erection whiil I had previois.
ly takein for a letter box , but. ncow founlîd
would supply advice ont any subject, whichc

plrniaeists ar, g-nerlly called upon to
answer. se) i iskled " Wien dlnc.s the
next express leave - for London '1"
and finding fron th- tiny time-tablo sup.
plied that I must be off if I wisied to
catch Imly train, 1 mnade a hasty departure
miucl imnpressed and delighited with aill I
li seei in this imost unique pharmilacy.

HrEitish awd Coloiist Drugygi.l

Preparation of Ointnent of Pot-
assium lodide.

M. lacs, plarnacist, at Jenoppes,
writes to L, lf i iarmacuique as
fol lows :

Every pharliacist knows how difficult
it is to incorporate potassiumi iodide with
lard, to say nicthinîg about vaselin, witi
which it is twice as refractory. I have
fouind a Inethod, hiowever, wlich periits
ie to prepare the oiitiment rapidly sud

loimlogeieously. It is as follows:
Pulverize the iodide and dis:olvo it in

two of three timiies its weiglt of boiling
glycerii. Both lard and vaselin mîîix
readily vith the solution.

In phiarmiacies vhere there is inuch de.
iand for this ointient it will save timne
to prepare in advance a titrated solution
of the iodide in glycerin, 1 part of iodido
to 2 parts of glycerin. Threc parts (by
veighit) of this solution represent 1 part

of potassiui iodide. Bily means of it
unguientumî potassii iodidi eau bc made in
tite vessel which is to aet as an ultinate
container, without the use of the iiortar
or other apparatus, silice the solution
nilites with the fats by simple stirring.

Crystallized Chloroform.

Tie Britisi Mfedical Journa! states that
it has received froin Mr. Martindale,New
Cavendish Street, a specilien of the chilo-
roforim prepared by Pictet's uiow mllethod
of crystallizing, suggested by Professor
Oscar Liebreicli. It is crystallized at a
low teiperature, tlie iother liquor is se).
parated, and the crystals on liquefaction
produce a body whicih lias a inchi more
unifori boiling-point than that prepared
by the ordinary muethods. Tie specitie
gravity is not quite up tO the promlised
point of 1510, but it appears to be about
1488, which probably indicates thIt a
siall addition of alcoliol lias been iade
to preserve it. It is, lowever, apparently
a preparation of chloroformu whici is pitre,
sud has a more uniforn boiling.point tlian
those whicli have iitlierto been prescnted
in coiierce. No doubt this will bc
found an interestinlg product for niedical
use and for clinical investigation ; and it
is toe hc loped that its tise nay bc accoi-
panied with less risk, but as to titis noth-
ing can at. presenît bc said.

Attention lias recently beeni called to
the fact that the i'ant of uniformnity in
the boiling-point of the chloroformns,
whichi are at present supplied for iedical
tise, is a subjci-t wlich apparently de.
serres cousiderable attention, and iay
prove to be of somne practical importance.
At any rate, in view of the numucrous

deatlhs whiclh ià has been our painful duty
te chiOnicle durig the past year, it will
cartainly induce particular attention to
every point, whtetther il the composition
of chloroforni or in the mode of adninis.
tration whicl clan reduce the nubiner of
such fatalities. As lias been already
imentionied, specili attention lias been
given to this sublject by the Ami:estlietics
Communittee recently appointed at thO sug-
gestion of the Section of Therapeutics at
the mueeting of the British Medical Asso-
ciation at Bournîemouth, aid mueaîntimn
admnnistrators of chloroforn will, in our
opinion, certainly (10 Well to pay especial
attention to th boiling.point of tho cl!o.
rofori vhich thcy arc using. The boil-
ing-point of pure and homlogencous chlo-
roforni is usually stated at 143.6° F. Of
course allowances nust be made for varia-
tion of pressure according to temperature.
It will probably bo found, when attention
is given to this niatter, that the variations
in boiling-point extend over a wider
range than niglt have been expected.

Gualacol Biniodide, a New
Aristol.

Dr. Vicario proposes guaiacol biniodide
as a probable pulionary antiseptic. Itis
prepared froni guaiacol sodium by the
action of iodline in potassium iodide solu-
tion. The guaiacol is treated witi an ex-
cess of caustic soda, which produces a
whitish mass gradually becoming greenish
and violet. Tihe guaiacol sodium is ob-
tained in a pure and crystalline state by
recrystallization fron guaiacol. The
guaiacol can be recovered by distillation.
Tho crystallino coipound is dissolved in
water and to this is added a solution of
iodine in potassium iodido as long as pro-
cipitation takes place. The precipitato is
of a reddislh brown color possessing the
odor-of iodine, readily deconposable on
heating, fusible on a water bath and solu-
bo in alcohol and fixed oils.-Anerican
Journal of Pharnacy.

Source of Bay Rum.

It was not known until of late years
from what plant bay ruma was prepared,
but it is now ascertained, says the Bulle-
ti. of the Jamaica Botainical Departinent,
that it is nanufactured in Dominica fron
the dried leaves of Piienita acris, W. &
A. Bay rum is procured by distillation,
and this in a very simple nanner. The
leaves are piýked fromt the trees and then
dried; in tis state they are placed in the
retort, which is then filled with water,
and the process of distillation is carried
on. The vapor is then condensed in tli
usual way, and form3 what is known as
" bay oil." The manufactur is carried on
at the northern end of Dominica, and
proves a very lucrative business to those
engaged iin it, as the plants are plentiful
in this district.-Gardeu azd Forest.

"Give me a tooth-brush, if you please;
on that lias donc moulting," was the re-
quest of a customer at a drug store lately.
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