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TRUTH'S MUSINGS.

An extraordinary report of anew dis.
covery cumes from Afriea  This is noth-
ing less than tho existence of a nation of
people numbering 50,000,000, who live in
lLiouses built of stone, with gardens in the
1ear, and properly laid ont streets, and
who work in iron, copper and ivory, and
are protty well up in the industrial arts
generally.  Africa is still the land of
mystery. The discoveries yet to be
made there, and the destiny in store for
that ‘*dark Continent” many surpass
tho wildest flights of tho imagination.

Probably a generous gift was never
more ungraciously treated than the Bar-
tholdi statue has been by the penple of
Now York. That a city whose million-
aires are counted by tho score, has not yot
succeedd in raising money for tho pedes-
tal is not 1uch to its credit cortainly.

The famous Cataract vn the Danud,
huown as the Irun gato, is destined to sub-
uu tu the all subduing might of modern
progress.  The Hungarian Government
has adopted a project to destroy its rocks,
so thaf in six years or thereabouts, a
placid vpen canal may bo expected in the
room of that dashing torrent.

Queen Victoria's exclusiveness scoms to
increase with advancing years which is, wo
doubt quite natural, though not politic, if
she 18 strongly desirous to retain her popu-
larity. On this point, however, sho may
boe growing moro indifferent. At anyrat®
sho caused great disappointment to many
luyal Aberduuians who gathered in hupes
of scoing her at Ferrphill Junction, on
her way from Balmoral. She was invisi-
ble, howover, to the crowd, only officials
being admitted.  And at Perth, too, in-
stead of tho train stupping as usual, cno
hour it unly stupped fivo minates, and the
blinds ot tho Queen's saloon were kopt
rigidly closed! Nono of the royal party
showed themselves and the public were
totally excluded from tho platform. So
be it.

Ono of the most ambitious nowspaper
schemes cver conceived in the brain of an
aspiring nan s that of Androw Carnegie,
nativeof the quamnt uld city of Dunferm-
lino, and millivnaire 1iron master of Pitts-
burg, Pa. This was to cstablish through-
out Lugland strong metropolitan and pro-
vineal nowspapers devoted to the Liberal
cause. Liko other apparently well laid
schemes  ‘“o’ mice an' men,” howover,
this ono scems likoly to *‘gang a gloy,”
for a quarrel 1t is 8aid has arisen botween
Carnegie, who was to furmsh the capital,
and Samucl Storey, M. P., for Sunderland,
who was to sttond to the cditorial and
busincss management of tho concern.
After they,shad secured six nowspaper
cstablishments, Carnegio, it is said, found
his coadjutor altogother oo much of a
demsagogue in politics to bo further trust-

od, and positively rofused to furnish any
moro of the necdful.

Theo hissing of Irving when he appear-
ed 1n London in *“Twolfth Night" scoms
to have givon nise to no cnd of talk, and
o good deal of consternativn auwug thuse
moro 1mmediately concerned. Thore has
has been quite a furious war of words
between dramatic critrca who have discuss
ed all tho pros and cons of thy subject.

Uno does not hear 8o mach about the
Wiman Baths in theso days. Has the
novelty of tho thing worn off already, or
are thore other reasons to account for
the falling off of their pepularity ?

To judge by somo of the rovelatins
boforo the Parhamentary Cummissivn on
the so-called Conspiracy caso, there would
goem to bo somo really orilhiant mntellec-
tual lumnaries among the members.
TrutH speaks not asa partisan hut sumply
as an unprejudiced onlooker. If somo of
tho members are as imbecilo and furgetful
about meny things as they cunfosscd
themselves on the subjects they wers ex
amined on, then alas for them. Peorhaps
they have learned the artehich some dis-
tinguished man used to long for, that of
forgotting. Hotound remembering casy
enough, but forgotfulness quite another
thing.

Tho Amenican Guverniuent has begun
anow to print greenbanks of small do-
nommnations. The Bureau of Eograving
and printing expects to have a full supply
of one dollar bills turned vut very shortly,
«nd if the appropnation is suflicient they
will begin immediately afterwards on §2
bills.

Hero is a chance for Canadian girls
who doubt if tho prospects in the Cana-
dian matrimonial market are sufficiently
promising. A Dakota editor has aavertis-
cd for 10,000 girls, and wo have no doubt
he would be glad if thoy wereall or nearly
sll Canadian lasses, for in that caso they
would be sure to be guud-luovking and
healthy.

Earl Granvillo has sent a noto to M.
Wost, the British Mioster ac Washing
ton, directing him to ask that if advan-
tageous term are given to Cuba for the
admissiun of Cuban products into Amer-
ica, the products of tho British Colunies
in tho West Indies bo placed on the same
footing, This isa very reasonablerequest,
and it is to bo hoped the U. S. Govern-
ment will sco its way clear to grant it.

Somo Ropublican papers areaillyonough
to objoct to Cloveland as & candidate for
tho Presidency because on two occasions
in tho cxorcisc of his duty as sherniff, ho
officiatod as thooxecutioner of a murdorer.
Why shouldn’t ho? And why should not
ovory Shorifl do tho_samo.

Sir Lopel Griffin is an Englishman who

appears to have boen gazotted as critic ox-
tracrdinary to the whole univerao, if oue
might judgo by tho exhibitions of tho crit-
ica] spirit whorowith ho has favored such
part of tho roading public as poruso the
English roviows. Ho is ¢specially hard
onAmeoricawhichho visited suinotie ago.
Nothing pleased amat all. Ho is pussessed
apparently with a desire to follow iu the
fuotsteps of the earlier critics of Amorican
manners and custums, furgotful of tho fact
that tho time for that sort of thing has
now passed ard that tho ovbsorver ¥ho
sees America through the spectacles of
Mrs. Trollupe or Charles Dickens at this
ume of day pays no compliments tv his
own powors of observation.

Lawn Tennis is no doubt a healthy and
invigorating oxercise, buttho half profes
sional way in which it is gone about now.
adays shows a strong tendency to turn it
inty anathletic contest in which men only
can take an activo share. How it is pos-
sible for o woman with the usual para-
phernalia of cursets and skirts about her
tv play such a game with any comfert or
onjuymentpasses masculine comprohension
and gives occasivu to much astonished ad-
miration no doubt, at what women will
attommpt. Croquet is a much mors ap-
propriatc gamo fur ladies, unless indeed
they are willing to “go in for " lawn ten-
nis as energotically as men do, in which
caso for their own comfort and conven-
wence they vught to dress as suitably.

— ———

Une of the Now York papers lizs sound-
cd the alarm’concerning the marvelluuely
white, nice-looking spunges which are
gold on the streets thore for less than a
tenth of the price at wluch spunges of vhe
same size and quality can be bought in tho
drug stores. It moro than hints that the
reason of tho cheapness is that theso
sponges are bought from the hospitals, and
whitened artifically, and that cases haveo
been known of serious illnces caused by
their uso.

What human law is thore that human
ingenuity has not succeeded in evading ?
A curious result of the Child Labour law
in the Now Jorsey manufacturing towns
has latoly como to ight. It i3 making it
1mpossiblo to tell the ages of the inhabit-
anta. Tho parents in urdor to ovado the
law represent their children to bo older
than they really are, and the childron
grow up withvat knowing their right ages.
As tho female childron when they arrive
at womanhood, do not hesitato to put
back their ages to suit themselves, great
confusion is the result.

— ——

¢Whon Doctors disagreo disciples are
frev” is the old saying, and thero is great
Iatitudo for disciples with regard to tho
treatmont of cholera according to Henry
Labuuchere. English doctors, hoasserts,
aro greatly at varianco on tho asubject.
Some have great faith in opium, othen
nono ab all,  Somo swear by ico water and

golid ico ad libitum, Othliers coasidor

such treatmont simply murdor, and Lo nut
unnaturally begins to wondor which s
moro deadiy ; tho doctors or tho discaso,

Tho Freo library schems 1s not yot a
pronounced succsss. It is simply onits
trial. The must of tho burruwors svewm
to be young wumen intent upun novels,
while in the reading roumn thoro is as yot
a guud deal of cunfusivn aud a guud dual
of mutilativn of the magacines is guing
on. Thoseats also and stands aro so closs
togothor that it is impossiblo tv pass with
comfort. Any provisivn for ladies reading
is not apparent, and the comfurt and uiot
with fair possibility of getting what vno
wanted was far greator under tho old ar.
rangement than now. One may strugglo to
get a sight of & newspapor, but no budy
can hiave the slightest idea whero any par-
ticular magazino is to be found vxcopt by
going over the wholo lot. Still, uno hes
not bo judge anything rashly or b fore
the time. Perhaps iu timo taings will
como all right. Trurit sincerely hopes
that thuyinay. Novel reading is all vory
wdll, bul to tax pouple to supply with
nuvels gicls that could themaclves buy all
what was goud for thom is rather tuy
steep.

Drinkin is bad, but gross and excess.
ivo eating is not much better, and it is
far moro common than a great many sup-
pose. A great number who havo sedent-
ary wuccupations eat a3 heartily as if they
wore working in tho ficlds, What won-
der isit that thoy havo dyspepsia 7 Doc
tors would not have half the work they
have if people would only eat rationally
and as they can digest. If theso sons of =
Esculapius woro honest thoy wouldaddress
half, ayo and a great deal more than half,
of their patients in somo such fashion as
this * “Sir, or Madam,” as the cago
might be, ¢ there aro just four ways of it,
you must take less food, or more exerciso,
or medicine or he sick ”* Exactly ' That ia
just about tho hang of it as far as Trutu
can seo.

Paul dMorphy, the once famous chess
player dicd somo two weeks ago in Now
Orleans. Thoro was something peculiar-
- adin tho complote ovorthrow of that
oncebrilliant intellect. 1o was a perfert
marvel whilo his facultios lasted, and of
all tho great players who havo since ap
peaved nono havo over excited tho same
wondering interest and admiration as did
that marvellously gifted hay

Clovolaud, tho futuro Presidont of tho
United States, if Democeratic cfforts can
securo that result, is described as a healthy
robust-lacking man, of a norvous, san-
guino temperamont. Ho has a light com-
plexion, and thin brown hair. Though
slightly built, ho is well preserved for his
yoars, thoughas yet he is quito a young
man, being only 47. Ho is said to bo
fond of good cating and drinking at pro-
por times, and furthermoro, ho is & bacho-

lor and livos alono.




