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" VI]LI's IUy birliday, Jack, ?" aslie( Pussy,' Iooking Up into
Ilus face.c

Next WIrîit Mondca 3*, and ,ou'l be nine tlii-doni't forget!
Pussy nothled, îuîd îîîoved lier lips rapidly, sîîying over and over

to licrself, - Next \Vlii Munday. and l'Il bu nine years uid."
1Pussv coula tiot go to school as lier brothers did, nor did she(.

.Iearn at home; lier inother liad once or twice tried to teach ]ier- the
alphtabet, but aithiouglii site wvuuid relicat the letters obedientiy
citougli, site could neyer reinetuber tliein, allul Mrs. Sibberton ciLve
uip tihe attetitlt %itl a sigli. Walter Iiad one day callcd his sisLer
a <hîrice, but sle liind cried so bitteriy, aîid Jack tuok hit to Lcvsk
wiLh sueli severity, lie neyver venturud Lu say, sucl a tiig again.

Pussy st.axed mitli lier tuothter tlîrougli thie liî.ng o saîui
herseif with i;er toys, but never îîîaking a1 noise as; otlier chljdreti
dIo. Shie was il. great cottîfort to lier pacrents, it spite of lier afihie-
tion; if lier inthuer %verc luokiiîî sad -Aie wouid put lier amins about
t.er nieck, tirviiig tu cuîtîfurt lier by Io% a»i, kisses, w, site hiad done
wl'ien al murce baby. l>utssy was a baby still iii ail but Vears.

Wlien the boys taille iii froin seiol onte atfernoon tiiey wue
t.alking, of \VhiitsutLide anid the hioiidays ttey w'ould have dlieu-a
wliole Week.

-Atîd wve can take Pussy out ii te p'rain'. cant we, itotiter
said Jack. " Wont tduit be itice, Pu&-,, to look fu.r flowers V'

Her face lit Up "ith picasure, for slie dearl. loved flowvers, it
.vas one of lier cricaLest~ treats tw'en Jack toolc lier out in the oid
sitackcîty peranibulator lie liad never outgrrown (for Pussv coula
not waik).

"You inust tuot forget to tell dad aLs Wlîit 31oned -v'ii bc your
birti<av,' said ~aLr

lier broLluers diti not forret it if site dia. Miecn their fatl er
caie iii fron wurk, Ben, llarry, and WValt.r exclainîcd in a brent.à,

Wilit Montlays oui- Pussvs3 birLidty ?'
-Is iL ?" lie replicd, Laking lier it luis amtis; 1' low 01(1 w~ili te

littie woiiîan bc tituut ï?"
.NL \ViitMotîday and l'il be nint: vrs aid,*' site aîtswercd

promîptly. iwitwudvnlk
lie siglieti. but ashe(i n-ain. " n la ol o ieon

youî'birtiiday ? Anoutiier doil, cli f iVhyvouIiave aQlo uore thiat
vou cait play %viti nom.-, itavetît von ? But never iiiti, we'ii sue."
Anld, a-; the boys eîjîl, .. )tidls ,wcii se Incant shit .tit

M.ttit Moîidnlv aiatie-i -% grt,<lorious day, aluJpussy's face
was bri<'lit %vi ju)v .%-Iiun -j.ck draggcld out tlit: oit] peramnbulator,
isuai vitl lais uîîotlitr-s lielp seated lier- iin it, lier birtliday gift- a
goidcîî-iuaired dul1-ctîdied ioviitgly in lier arns. But aus lier
nuothevr stouped to kis> lier, Pussy fuit a tear oit lir chuck, .d
glateisitg lup ilitu lie~r face saw t.iat.slie wtt- iookiitg sadl.

Mothiers crv he :'stsid gtaxias .a- puisicd offi
~ i ktow wî,alla Bct, noddud luis licad wiselv,* dads

Motet cliii, voit know."
gy ou shuit ut) :" mrs Jack's inelegant rejoincr

i -laît~I k:tois tiuat.s wiat7s te tiatter. Didin't I ]leur
lier say site wishced t.ievd litld te club dinner atnvwitere but :ît a
publie-hanuse ?',

*Dad lias ]lis dirîner tltere, dotî't lie?1" askcd Harry witlî
interest.,

*l es. aîd sîtpper -lie won't be hoine till crer ,o late I cspcct.
1 ktîow fiiat.s %\viiat*s ttpsctitn.

1 wila *s a club !', iliquiircd lani-, artcr a pause. Ben <lid not
repiy, sio J.îckexp)laiiîcd. Pnts.sv listcud intctîtl-, buit ldiiot seut
tu uttderstanid bis tncattitg. lier face liad cioudled %vltcn sie saw
her mtoticr's ttar-3, but site soon forgot tuient ii tîhe unusuai m~rat oif
aL day iii thte iueaniwods, auJ te nierrnitett of lier brotiiers

~' coute to cricket, Jack î" -sliouitcd a Young cotupanioui as titey
ptse;d a incadow xl'hcre lue, witi a nitumber of otiiers, was paiî
lii.. aitîtougli t.î.is w&s li favorite pastitute, Jack resoliteiv àiook
]lis liead. elle iîtst itot do'sert, Pussy. TVite boYs sccined to vie witii
ascii otiier in pxittgi lier attetntions. IL "-as a htappy day, and otte
tiiev alw:xvs rti:ib-ei

Titi-y iad lu-ouglut, titeir dlinnier witli them, -lit a t-ccd titat iL
was -vriý9 s'atnu-l litr-- 'ateîî ii thet w-onds titan at 11om1e.

Tlé.iitii 1»%s f"t~ lite t.î'ne tliey rceiiedq boti, 4%1141 rnssy
1ai goî :.]O;l aj lite' Illit sîte iuok'ei rl rouind the rot.

' \Vllçrtes -:111 f
,,it isiît coite htonte va-t, mnly <iriu7Mrs. Siblerton could

uln ]tellp te eud toite i whîicii sli spake- .

' to tah. doute wviti vOn- hlowe-s. 1'us 1" askcd Ben.

Site cagerly hield out lier biauds for then.

" Lct's put t cia iti water for you, I'ussy," said Jackz," tluy'll
witiier if we don'b."

Site wvatciied thiieu Nviiile tiicy did i L, aï site ate lier supper. IL
wvas (ileict tu fiîud jars-, mngs, and jugs enoîtgb La liod ail lier
ticastires, but tviti theur inotiîcr's liîlp aIl were put in wttcat last.
Mu-s. Sibbeýrton did not regît-rd the floivers ivith fuuvoi, they 'Jittercîl
up Mite place su," aud bîdt for Pussy's sake site wuuld tiot htave 1ail
tein iuudoors; but site coula not l;ear to depi-ive lîir o! ten.

IL w'Is very late before Miir. Sibberton caine haine. Tite citildri-c
ltad been iii bcd and asleatp for liours; but Puissy seeined restiesis,
andî lier inotluar tvas wiateltingr by lier side. Alas : the fatuar liad
becut driuking ltcaviiy, aud Lite strong liquar liad inade hinm irritable
and quai-relsatite. and his tond, migry vaice awakencd Pussy. Site
lookcd up into lus fac., witit an expressioni of terrai-, tien ce-rc
mn thLe bedelotiies. Mrs. Sibbertoîî saw iL, ani tried Lu aiiet
te iliîtOXiCatUd t11411, auJfi at letîgth ittdUeed( Itiltt -o o ta lied. But

wlicn site ruturtîcd to Ptssýy site foutnd lier subbiing, bitteniy. Site
sotlickd aud coîîîforted lier tenderly, and pre-scntly site agaiti feul
asleep).

-Tite tuext, day tce poor citild hiad a dita recoilection of sonie-
Liîing unusual liaviixg tatkeîî place, and thte wnoie seene carne over
liter %wlten lier fatiter took lier on bis knc tliat eveningr, and she
turned froizî Iiii, lLhlllout lier arms to lier mathcr i'ibl a ptaý
et.y.

"\:lî3', wluIy, Pulsy, wliats te niatter ? Conie to dad, niv
pet 1"

But site oniy siîrankl te fartiter froni hini. Tie boys lookt:d
on iu wonder; but tieir inotiter said, in a cold Lotte, " You friglit-
cned lier last niglIit."

A flusht of shinne ovcrspread blis face, but bv dint of tnuch cotLx-
in" anîd the promtise o! a ncw toy, lie ov'crcaiuie Pussy's- tulucttînice
and itîstaiied lier out lus ktîee-

ButBIeîi was dctrni:uted to greL aL thte bottoin o! the iny-stery.
I{ow liad fatîter friglîtet cd Puss ? Hec askcd liter titis at thte lit-st
opportuity, but sie wvas so terrified at the, recoliection Liat Jaek,
lier chuampion, iuiterfered.

"Heicd liad a drap too niucht at Lte club, I daresay. so don'L vou
haLlier lier, B -mi."

W&aS ie drunk, d've Liink ?" asked Walter, with %vidc-opeuî

"])àresay- lie was, and you just ]et Pus-, aloute."
Tite day afLer titis J>nsv tas; takeni ill-very iii, anud soon te

hoy.s %vere toid titat tiuey inust !ose tîteir littie sister. 0it, iiow titelv
ctriedlaboitt iL' iiuw titey wanted La kccp lier-! B'a-iy wvayinid teè

*doetor~~~ innai tiî lem-st niake lier %veil. Pussy was.lsta
quiet astd patienit a, cver, slie did not suifer vcry tîtucli; anîd onu
miglit, wh'ilii lier brtl.iers were sleepintg, site wais calicd away.

Jack %vtas te tii-st up in the morîîiug; te stratige stiIlncss o!
Mite itouse aiaîticd hit; tic litirried to te rooin Nvliere Pumssy lav.
How whtite atnd SOIi site as. 0it, couid site le dead : lie lient and
kissed lier, lier brow was icv. Hie gave a Nvild, liert-broken crv,
antd lus tuother caune-into thie roorn. Aitîtoughliber eyres were red
site wva-s quite calit. Site liad a long talk with Jazk; site tolîl lut
thlat iL wnuid le wvrong and seifisi Uo grieve tua bitterly for Pussv
-tiat tlteir ioss nîcant licaven for lier. Site knuw hto%; thîei i
ciîild wvould be inisscd-ito oute better-lut site' could not be sorrv
te poor stniekeit darling liad been cal! cd first.

"Wiat did site say lait?" sobbed Jack. chiid as lue was, longring
ta liear lier d 'yin- words.

"Site wvas tiiinkiuig o! lier birthday," anmvered bis nuotiter.
"1 iteard lier say to heurse If, « Ncct Wltit-Ilonday, and I shall bc

russy's work %vas donc. Yes, evei site, weakc as site Nvas in
hoth body and iâtelicct, liad land a work ta do; Lte boys tvouid not
]uave beeni so gentie and Litoiglit! tii itad iL flot bcecn for lieu influence,
whlti lier fatier oivcd lier u-a deai. lie conid neyer fougeL te

sîgeoccasion wvhicli siltaxi ,Irutk froin Iiiiitb tou- dia1 lie feci
qitite sure in ]lis own muina tiat Lie friglit lie lind given her land
notuiîi La dIo Nvitlî lier iilncss. Front titis Lttie lie gatve 111 Lte use
ai intoxicath uîto-etlter, anud te cilidreîi wcre also taufgit, Le do

iînss lîad fadcd NviLli lier llowers. Hotv site tvas uaisscd ut
htonte 1 But lier frieoids knev tat site %vas wveititg for ten tyicre
site %vouid, tever *'foi-gel. Liiugs " iore. and - vltere te itlitabitants
neyer say' 1 nultsc.-~ui S.


