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alimestdiiriens

W understand that College Street Pres.
byterian Church has determined on secur.
ing & new site for their future churoh—the
corner of Spadina Avenme and College
Sireet.

‘W are reluctantly compelled to Lold
over several editorials, leflers, book re-
views, eto,, until next issue. Correspon.
dents must have patience. They ean help
us very much, and render moro certain the
insertion of their contributions, by study-
ing brevity.

Ir is intended to send & parcel of Iadies
work ficm Kingston to Caleutta via Edin.
burgh, about the end of May, and a box of
work, olothing, ste., to Madres about the
end of June. Thore who have been pre-
parivg work for this purpose will kindly
bear the sbove dates in mind,

Mg. J. C. Gironrisr, the Treasurer, asks
us o say that—The contributions of the
‘Woodville congregation for the past year
wero not * nearly $4 000,” as reported in
our issuo of last week, but nearly $5,000,
the amount being  $4,998.46, being far in
advance of the coctnbalions of any
previous year.

Taz Bynod of Torouto and Kingston met
in Enox Ohurch yesterday {Taesday) even-
ing. There was a good aitendaunce of
members, The retiring Moderator, Rev.
Prof, MoKerrss, M.A., of Queen's College,
Kingston, preached an able and sppropri-
ate sermon; and thereaftor the Rev. Thos.
‘Wardrope, of Guelph, was unauimonely
eleoted Moderator for the ensaing year.

TaE new Central Presbyterian Church,
corner of Groevenor and 8t. Vincent streets,
will be opened for Divine servioe nsxt Sab-
bath, when the Rev. D. Inglis, D.D., of
Brooklyn, will preach at eleven a.m. and
geven p.m., and the Rev. Jobn Potts nt threo
o'clock. On Monday evening there will be
adedication service at half-past seven, when
the Rev. Dr. Inglis will preach the sarmon.
‘Wa hope to see » largo attendance of the
Prosbyterian publio of the oity.

Frou the Madras Mailof February 24th,
now to hand, we learn that on the evening
precoding that date, Rev. J. Frasor Camp-
bell, miesionary to Indis of the Presbyter.
ian Churoh in Canada, presided at a mest.
ing of the Hindu Olub. An interesting
leoture on “The Future of Indin" was
delivered by Mr. V. Rajaruthnum, The
subjoet of the lesture was brisfly disonssed
by members of the alub; - d at ths elose
of the discussion the chnir.an delivered an
axsollont address. A vote of thanks to the
Jesimcor and chairman torminated the pre-

onelinge.

FRUTISH

-t

" §BERING UNTO THE DBAD "

The subjeot of spiritualivm has Intely
besn exclting a good deal of interest in
Euoglaud from a Ohristian point of viow.
A pamphlet bas beon publishod by » Chxig-
tian writer, entitled ** Refloctioun on the
Chargetor and Bpread of Spiritvau.m, by
benjawin Wills Nowton, Tho writer of
thuy puraphlet deolares that, notwimagnd-
ing tne ruany deceptive trioks practired
snung Spiritusiists and thelr imaiators, he
bas been for twenty years convincsd 1hat
“ehe facts of Sprdualosn. are true,” icc.,
thut thexe are real supernatvral mantfala-
tione, and the siat of his pamphlet is to
chow the identity of origin of theso roani-
festations with the ** divinatioxa " and * ne-
cromaney ” desoribed in the O}Jd Teela-
maent as an *abomination™ to the Lotd,
sud with the demoniso posgession and
saroery desoribed in the New Testament.
As Mr, Newton says, we have no reason to
snpposo thut these undoubted muanifssta-
tiows of thie agonoy of evil spirits wero 4o be
no longer possible, but on the contrary the
warags and prophecies of tho Buok of
Rovelatinn show tuo contrary, Thero is
every reason to believe that Spuitualism is
culy the wodern form of an anci-nt devics
of Balau to destroy Luman sonls, Apart
from Qhristiauity * some in the very feve.
mott rank of men of enlture and of soivnge
asoort that the facts of Spiritualism are
true,” ko far &9 the evidence of our senses
and of trustwortly wiinesses can be relied
on. And smee the year 1848 threo millions
of persons in the United States have be-
taken themselves to what may be ealled
“geoking unto the dead,” although it iu be.
Yieved by those who Lave most olosely 1n-
vestignted the subject that the manifesta-
tions,~where resl,—are due to Satanio
ngenoy, instead of boing, as most of their
devotees beliove, real communications from
departed frionds. It is & curious faot that
even * talle-rapping ” is nut a modern in-
vention, but ie said by Tertallian to have
been ueed in his dsy when demons were
cousalled !

As many people have contented them-
sslves with laughing ab Spiritaslism as a
bumbug and imposture, it is well that its
more cerious danger should be seen and
poiuted out. Oiriainly one fact should not
bo lost sight of ;—the usually hrief life of
“mediums” and their prematurely de-
stroyzd constitutions, as well as the often
stated circumstance that a *“ medinm " ean
raroly shake off the accompaniment of
“ppiritual manifestations,” even when
thess are not desired. Has the first of
these faols no connection with the solomn
judgments denlared by God against those
who turn aside after famiiiar spirits? I¢is
well, at all events, {hat the young and in-
considerate ehould be warned against play-
ing with * {able-turning,” * planenette,”
efe., for mere amusement. It is playing
with edge tools. Xt is of course a legiti-
mate subjeot for scientific investigation
whether these manifestations can yot be
asoribed to xerely natural oauses not yet
discovered. But the using of 80 dangerons
and possibly so diabolical an ageney for
meore curiosity caunot be too strongly dis.
couraged.,

“I beliove it,” says the anthor of the
pamphlet, “to be the bounden duty of
overy minister, and of every private Chris>
tian, to refuse fellowship in any Christian
work with all who countenance Spiritualism
or practice it in any of its developments.
If any have entered the awfal oircle
thoughtlesely or from vain eariosity, let
them ropent and forsake the ein, and like
Mary Magdelens and Manasseh of 018, find
morey. The sin now is greater than in the
time of Marasah, for it is committed
againgt greater light, ¢Blessed aro they
that waeh their garments, that they may
enter in through the gales into the city—
without whose gates aro sorcerers and
whatgoaver loveth and raaketh a lis,’'™

PRAISEWORTHY LIBERALITY.

It has been our privilege on former ocea-
siong to take notioe of the generous gifts of
Hig Honor Judge Gowan of Barrie, to the
Presbyterian Churoh,

A ebort time ago, though a member of
the Reformed Epiecopal Churoh, he sent to
the Rev. J. Gray, of Orillia, the deed of a
house und lot at Shanty Bay, a sottlement
six milos eact of Barrie, and sdjacent to
Gowan railwey station.

The houce is compact and commoadious,
aud pleasantly situated on Xempenfelds
Bay. It is to be ured meauwhile as &
mauee for Guthrie Ohurch congregation,
It waa built aa a residence by the Iate Rev.
S. B. Ardagh, an excellent, warm.hearted
snd thoroughly Evangelical clargyman of
the Church of England. He is affestion.
ately romembered throughout the eouniy
of 8imaoe a8 or~ of the pioneer ministers
of tho distriet. Ae a gracefal tribato to his
memery, the building has been named the
“ 8, B, Ardagh manse.”

Thia liberal donation is worth abont
$1,200, and was a8 unexpected as it is
grateful fo the numerous Presbyierians
thronghiort the eounty.

What an example this gift of the judge
sels before our people in the way of devia-
ing mors liberal thinas for onr Churek,

A A A —

Txz Rev. J, MeFariane's resignation of,
his charge at Famham.Centre has beex

acoepted by the Tresbytery of Montreal.

AMERICAN PRESBY'LERIAR

TAESY DEFICITS.
ARE UININTRRE TO BLAMER ?

Barch sneceading year of Iate, we have
been herring of deficits in this and that
Zoheme of the Churely, aud thix year, we
regrot to learn, the ezpenditure has again
Iargely sxevedod the revanue iv seversl of
tho rohemes, espeolally the Colleges. Bo
gerious has this matter become that no
tirne whould be lost in endeavouring to dia-
cover the oxnse of the defieits, and to ap-
ply the remedy. A fow weeks ago a oom-
taunieation appeared in our oolumuos frou:
& respected correspondent in regard to the
rntject, but wo fear the main canse of these
defloita was largely overlooked. The fol-
lowing is an oxtract from a letter recontly
wrilten by cne of the ministers of our
Churob: T fear thero wi'l bo defioits this
yorr again. It iz too bad that there avre
50 many ministors so neglectfnl ond indif-
ferant about the matter of plaicly present.
ing these things to their people. Iam per
8uadod from my short exp-rienco that that
is all that is nooded. Give the people o
knowledge of the neosssiticn of the werk,
and ihey will respond more or less liberally
according to their ofrcumstances, and we
wenld havs enough for all our schemes.”
Is this ohargo true? Avs negleot and in-
difference in advocaling the olaims of
the Ohuroh's work npon the patt of some
minislers, roasons why many of cur eon-
gregalions contribute zo little to the
rohemes? Are aay of the ministers of the
Oburelr to blame for thess defisits? Un.
palatable as the truth may be, we foar thai
tho charge ie trno, and that the blams lies
largoly at ihe deor of not a few of our min-
istere. Wo have confidence in the liber.
ality of onr Presbyterian people, and in
their willingness to contribnte to oarry on
the Churoh’s work, provided the olaims of
the work are properly 1aid before them nnd
an opportunity given fo contribate. Of
conrse thera may be, and doubtless are, 0x-
ceptions to this, but we are persuaded that
it is true of the vast bulk of our people.
When we look over tha statistical tables
published in the Appendix to the Assombly
Minutes, and find that large numbors of
cougregations have contributed nothing to
this or that scheme, the only explanafion
wo can give in most oaces, is that the peo-
plo have not had prosented to thom the
opportunity to contribute. Where thero
are not migsionary socioties sonneoted with
congtegations the Assombly has enjoined
that SBabbath day ocollections be taken up
for the several schemes, and where a con-
grogation fails to contribute, we fear it is
toooften because the minister hag failed to
announoe the collections asenjoined b y the
Bupreme Qourt of the Church. Again there
are congregations whish some years ago
were wont to give largely o the several
eohemes, but whare after a changs of min-
ister little or nothing is now given, though
there hat been mo apparent change in ihe
cironmatances of the congregation render.
ing them less able {0 contribute, We hiave
goneover, tomewhat oarefully, the finaneial
roturne of all the conmgregations in the
westorn seclion of the Church for the last
year (1875-6,) and eannot point to half-a-
dozen whose ministers are known to be
loyal to the Church’s work that are mot
contributing fairly to the several schemes.
‘We know of no valid reason why any set-
tled congregation should fail to contribute
to every one of the schemes yearly, and
we know of no valid reason why any min-
ister, or session, should fail to give their
people the opportunily to contribute to
every one of the schemes. When deficits
do ailse it ig not fair to ask those congre-
gations that have already contributed to
make up a deficit eaused by the failure of
others to give, til1 dirst of all the defaulting
congregations have been dealt with. It
might be well for the Assembly to instruot
Presbyterics not only to deal with default-
ing congregations, but aleo to report tha
osuss of suoh defanlt to the Asgembly, with
the Presbylery’s judgment thereon, Wore
all our ministers but truly loyal to the
severnl dopariments of {he Church’s work,
and alive to the importance and necessity
of efficiently carrying it on, we would hear
of no more defieite. Asthe minister whose
lettor we havo abovp quoled, says: * Give
the poople & knowledge of the necossities
of the work, and they will respond more
or less liberally according to their ciroum-
stanoes, and we would have enough for all
our schemes.”

Rrv. J. 8. Bracx, of Erckine Charch,
one of the dolegates to the Preshylerian
Oouneil in Edinburgh, leaves Montreal in
the middle of June, and will be sbaent two
months.

Taex Sandwich Islanders have now for
several years given voluntarily abont $24,~
©00 per annum for the support of the Gos-
pel at home and or adjacent islauds.
They thus prove their “nowledge of its
worth.

Tax Empress Normal Sebool at Tokio,
Japan, has about 250 women and girls in
it, beniden fifty or sixty in the Kindergarien,
Mr. Namakurs, the superintendent, is »
Christisn, Ho was formerly o high ofSeinl
of ths Tyecon, and comsidered by the Japa-

nese & vory wise and jesimed man,

THE REV FEROUB FERGUSON ON
THE REVISION OF THE UONFEH
SION OF FAITH.

Our readera aro awsre that the subjeot of
the revieion of thy Confession of Faith has
been under disoussion fox rome tiraw in at
lerst one braueh of the Presbytorian Uhnrok
in Beotinnd. The Rev. Mr. MoRue intro-
duoed the subjsot in the United Presbyter-
ian Presbyery of Paisley and Greencok, 1n
8 spevoh marked by extraordinary violence
and extravagance of statement, and bo-
traying, it was thought by his bretbson, a
rather &light aequamtsnos with she oon-
tents of the Conforsion.

Dr. Gilfillan, of Dusdee, coutinned the
Aiccarsion in a sermun, moro violent and
dennacintory s4ill, and contaiving siate-
ments, n t perhups surprising as oomIng
from Lim, but euch as wonld hava been
surprising had they ecme from any other
minister of the same advanced age in the
bady to whiok ho belongs. The latest plea,
and in some respects the most elaborate
ples, for revision of the Standards har just
been put forth in the Preshytery of Glas-
gow by the Rev. Fergns Ferguson of that
oity. My, Ferguson ir & minister of eon
siderable emivenco In the body as a poholsr
and as a preacher. From the notoriety
whioh, even prior to this disoussion, hs had
gained, it might be fairly inferred that ho
is more adventurous than wise. My, For-
guson's speech in tho Presbytery of Qlag.
gow, as roported in the Datly Review of
April 11th, while bold and foresful, is sin-
gularly wanting in wisdom and moderation.
The spoaker seems to have the vory olight.
ost appreciation of the diffioulty of em-
bodying in a systewmatic form the teachings
of Seriptare on the manifold, and for our
minds often diffioult and mystorions, sab.
jeots of which it treats. On tho contrary
hoe is prepared himeelf and at onee to ro-
place the parsgraphs of the Contession so
**illogical " in their construction and “uu-
bappy " in their expression, by an adequate,
consistent, and Seriptural representation
of truth, not only on such snbjeots as the
Being of Ged, the person of Christ, and the
salvation of man, bat on “the natare,
origin and end of the universe.” 'Tho
speech contsing the outline of such a sys-
tem of dootrine, and boldly compares or
rether conirasts it step by step with tho
Confession of the Westminster divines.
For the latter, not one geod word is spok
on, although the speaker has at least three
times in his life solemnly and pablicly
aocepted it as eontaining an exhibition of
the sense in which he understande or un-
derstood the Word of God, and although he
has & place in the Presbytery in which he
denounces it, simply in virtue of the last
and still very recent asceptanoe of it.

Itis not alleged that Mz, Ferguson makes
no points in bis speech deserving the
Chureh's attention, but we fear it must be
eaid that the speech as & whole indicates
the rejeclion by the spesker of the system
of dooirine embodied in the Westminster
Confession, and not in it only, but sub-
etantislly in the Standards of the several
churches of tho Reformation. The justice
of God is not indeed denied, but it is made
a simple phase of the divine goodness.
The Trinity has much appearance of a Sab-
ellian Trinity, The Covenant of Grace or
the conception of it in the Confession * is
& pieco of theologieal mechanism, dead and
wooden to the core.”” The one ground of
accepfance in the eight of God is neces-
sarily determined by the being of man, and
coneists i conformity to the will of God, as
expressed in and through that being.”
Mauy other positions, equally or even more
divergent from those of the Confession, and
these respeeting vital questions, are taken
in the spaech, by which Mr. Ferguson sup-
poris his overture for revision of the Stand-
ards, It is not our intention to eriticize
these positions or even to specify the in-
etances in which the dostrine of the Con-
fossion is unfairly dealt with. The speech
has produoced on our minds the most pain-
fal impression, and one might well despair
of the fature of the Saottish Churches if it
wera to recoive goneral sympathy. Of this
there ig little likelihcod in the meantime.
In the Tresbytery the motion found a
soxewhat relnotant seconder in Mr, Me-
Rae, the father of the minister of Gourock
and e further dicoussion of the overtare
wss deforred to another mesting.

It will be evidont to onr readers that it
is & misnomor to onll the overlure intro-
duced by Mr., Forgnaon one for the revision
of tho Cnnfession ; it 1g, as inferpreted by
{he acsompanying speech, one for ils rejec-
tion, and the substitution in its place of an
entirely different system of doofrinal be.
lief. A Confession which is demonstrably
errcneons in it teaching about God, about
the person of Christ, involving the denial
of His Divine personality and Diviue exiat-
enoce, about the eondition of man as a fallen
being and the ground of seseptance before
God, is not one to be revised ; it is one to
be buried ont of sight and memory, and
the Church which has held 1t forth as the
truth of God should humble iteelf in the
dust for the fearful erime of whish it has
boon guilly. It is true that nearly all the
Churebas of Christendom would in thisease
have to unite in the ael of sonieition, -

Mr. Foergwson profests sgaimet “re.

Tigicn, ths most lHving of All verities snd
tho most besutifol of all apirits, belug
doomed to wear tho shaokles of a grim ang
nngaicly past, and to geind for evny in the
pricon house of a gleomy and desd moaty-
thysle.” 'The refersnce to ** the Priron.
Leuse of a gloomy and dead metaphysie”
oomes with {Il grace from the eposker,
The Gonfeasion je simplieity itself In oom.
parieon with the statementaabont the Boing
of @od and the natare of mav to whigy
Mr Ferguson treated the Preshytory of
Qlaspow, and which he Rravely proposes to
wuko the destrinal basis of the churoh of
tho fatnre, ¥t would be diffonlt indoed ta
find, oven in ‘the most transcendentsl sys.
trms of theology whioh have isrned from
G many, & sproimen of more arbitrary,
protentions and only bali intolligible word.
play, than that in which he scis forth ths
attribnsen of God and the natare of man as
made in God's likenese. The following ex.
fract will suffico in proof of the trath of
this oharasterieation ;

S Asmada in the image of God.man iy
triune in tho eonctitntion of his belng—
concintivg of bedy, aoul and rpiril, As
having o body. within whith ¥e bolds the
ides of himaslf, and by reoane of which hg
onn give freo and full expression to thaf
iden, be is made in the image of the Divina
nmripatence.  As having a sonl, in the
light of whieh he 6an understund tivo reason
and end of hiz own exictonos, and in the
urderstanding of that, comprehond the
reason and end of all cxistonce, he is made
in tha image of the Divino omnigeionce,
And ag having n eririt, which pervades his
entire bady and roul, whila yat in its infln.
onca and ranga it is not limited to either,
he is made in tha image of the Divine om.
nipresence.”

The snbjeot of the revision of the Con.
fession, though even nothing more than
this was onght, is one which every thought.
ful and right-minded person must at ones
fagl to be one of the greatest delicacy, and
whten faking the form suggcsted by thig
overture, cerfain to imperil for the moment
very eaored interosts, and to awaken the
feara of many pious and far from weak.
minded persons. It is one, nevertheless,
whioh our edventurons aerailant approasheg
in & quite lively spirit, and in the course
of his specoh he makes more than one hit
of a witty kind, which would have been in
donbtful taste on an ocoension as mnjmpor.
tant ag thid was grave.

The whole prosieding is one vory much
to bo regretted. If in the opinion of auy,
thare is room and need for a rovision of the
Church’s Btandards, in the way of shorten.
ing or simplifying thera, of removing ex-
pressions which are susoceptible of being
naisunderstood, or of adding statements in
which certain arpects of the charsoter aud
love of God should recocive greater promi.
nenoe, the movement can only be retarded
by suoh speeches as {hat which i mow be-
fore us. One is eafe in saying that a re-
vision of the ereeds of the Reformed
churohes will goarcely be underinken hy
men who regard them with the sentiments
entertained by these overturists, or if it is,
thal the ocuree of thess churehes will be
nesarly run,

An important question aud one demand.
ing the immediate attention of the United
Presbylerian Churoh is raised by these
pablio deolarations of Dr. Gilillan and Mr.
Ferguson. They kave made it evidend
that they do not any longer believe the
Confession to be even in its fuxdamental
teaching in harmony with the Word of
God. Neither of them could put the ques-
tions of the formula to an elder or & minis-
tor at ordination, withont being guiity fo
their own consoience of a grevions immor-
ality. How long will they be pormitted to
remain in the ministry of the Chureh?
How long can they remain with
s good conscienoe, or even with self regpect 2
Those who love that Church will pray thaé
it may be guided of God in the trying cir-
cumstances in which it is placed; as they
will pray that even yet these brethren who
sre threatening torend it, may receive »
better mind.

Tug Uavavian Monrrry. Toronto: Hars

& Rawlingon,

Tho contents of the number for May are
varied and interosting as usual. ¢ ‘The
Comedy of an Umbrella,” is amucing, and
eo is “ Round tho Table.” Fidelis, so well
and favourably known to the readers of
the Monthly eg an essayist, sppears in the
charaoter of a poet. The pisco i entitled
* Spring Birds,” and eontains & good deal
of true poeticsentiment, woll versified. Im
the article on  The Evolation of Morality,”
Mr. J. A. Alien, Kingston, replies to ane
essay with a somewbat similar Leading by
Professor Watson of Queen's College, which
apposred in the Oclober number. Profes-
sor Watson's essay was an able refutation
of Mr. Darwin's theory that human morsl-
ity, even at its best, is only & **develop-
ment” of the social instinots af the lower
animals. Mr, Alien onters the arena ag
the champion of the Darwinian ibeory.
Hin arficle shows that he is possessed of
vory grea§ abilily, snd his conrteous done is
that of & person well gualified to conduet &
soniroversy, but we rather think thai the
position taken by Professor Waison in ihe
October artlele is still imtact.

Panisis fo have sixisen miles of under
ground rallway.




