
.r tit oon) 1fËWs.
iîderation will proba'bly satisf' the candid period' of the Chriaa dispensation, tgo
enqui rer, that the real benefi of Christians wisdoin of the omission is obviens. It-is
las been 'best cousulted by the"methodl now clearly seen that a fixedl and unyielding
actually adopted of keeping the 'glorlous system of forma and canons would have
exertions of the8e hu man ins8tru men ts of the been unsuitable to a religion designed for
Spirit in the shade. A fult detail of the la- ail tirnes and places, and for men in ever .y
bore and fate of the Aposties would have stage of social improveinent. To tu the
kept the human agents too prominently wise foresight la apparent, which. left it to
before us, and tempted us to overlook the each. cburcb "lto steer its own course by
true source of the gospel's success. The the chart. and compa&S which God's Word
work in which thev were engagned would supplies, regulating for itself the sails and
have been viewed as the resuit of human rudder according to the winds and currents
virtue, more than. of Divine puwer; and it rnay mneet with." But whence geL. these
Christ's servants would have been exalted unlettered Gialileans this wise and far reach-
Uo that pilace in our regard which thtir ing foresight? It is plain from their owu
Mauter atone ought to occupy. As G-'od writings that they were dul in apprehend-
hid the body of Mosee, that the Jews might ing and slow in admitting the universel
be prevented from worstîipping their de- character of Christianitv: nor is there any
parted. leader; se a veil bas been left on t'ne evidence that the idea ever occurred to
exploits of the Apos*ties, to reinove a simi- them, that a religion of universat and un-
lar temiptation froin Chiristianis. And the chang~eable trt/s must of necessity b.
lesson taught by this omi.asion, is the samne plastie an] variable in some respects. But
with whicb our Lord rebuked the inquisi- even supposing them tohbave preceived that
tivenems of Peter regardiîîg the fate of the the universality of its character required its
beloved disciple: ilIf I wilI that hie tarry rituat and policy to, be left at large, how
tilI 1 corne, what i8 that te thee 1 follow camne they to abstain fromn recording, la
thon mie." their accounts of the primitive churcb, the

2. An omission sti!à more singular, con- mode cf worship and administration which
aiderinig the position and habits of the sacred were actually ini use under thieir own direc-
writers, la the absence of precise and autîtor- tions! La it supposable tbit, they were
itative directions as te forms of Christian sufflciently far-sighted to perceive, that evea
worship and ecclesimsticat polity. lu the such a record as thîls woutd have been
ICorati, we lind minutx, i-egulatiois conicern- perilotis to the liberty cf the church; that
ing fists, prayeira, ablutions, the amount it would have bl-en r-eg(,atded as a part of
of aIma, and alt ottier points of Malîem- Scripture, and theretfre scrupulously fol.,
mnedan ob8erva!iee; and the same is repres- lowed as a directory of ecclesiastical forme
lented to be the chiaracter of the Hindoe even after a change oclci rcumstances render-
Shaster and other sacred bocks of tlîe ed iL inapplicable ? The ccnduct of the
heathen. But in the statute-book of the sacred writers lu this matter cau be explain-
Christian Church there la nd. complete ed only on the theory that they were super-
directory of worship and government-not naturally withheld from recording the
even a det-ailed accoutit of the constitution usages (<)f the apostolic church-restrained
and canons of the Apostotic Church.- frein it by thal Divine Spiritwhose peuimen.
How ia sucli an omission te be accounted this, lu conimon with countless other *Yi-
for ia the writings of persous who were dences, proves them te have been.
brogzlit up asJ.ws who wereaccustenied. .
from, infancy te a prescribed and fixed ritual TUE BEÂUTY 0F THE GRASS'
-and who, inoreover, were in the habit
Of inatituting and "4setting ln order" specific Lt seemes as if nothing could b. said Undet
mnodes cf reiit-ious observanelthvaos thiâ heud; because, in truth, there is se 11nh
ehurches which tbey founded or viaited!tt s'> y. To ge a Ipod ides of the bWit7'o(

Letmrdibie that lb... writere, if left to the graNs, enaeavonr, in imaginatiogs t. foimu
thei owfl direction, would. bave ahstained apcae oS tod twitot il tibleoialté
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