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down-until it can-hardly he-seen with a=microséope, when
e -hewins t-ligw e -ont the-actunl=eost of that {rausaetion,
There is the e taken in writing the order, the Jetter
paper, the stnmgs, and every other raction of genvral
sfore-expense whivh-is-ely u-"vuhh' Ao-that= putu-ulm “Lrans-
aetion, to be deducted from the margin of 27 cents.
So that i the light of wetual mereantile value of that
bouk transaciion, the rale of -express is certainly ex-
cessive,

These fuels should: be taken info-congideration by -the
express compatses and the post-ofliee authorities alike.

With regard to -the second question, considerable dif-
fenlty mught be met with, 3 the matter were brought
to the aftention of the Railway Commission, in getting
together n suflictent number of conerefe examples-of the
ingustice of these book  vates.  The-companies could de-
fend the rate on the ground -that they ate as low as
ok postage Tates, and lower than the rate charged by
Ahem for any other -elass -of goods in quantities up to
Ahree pmmd- 1t wonlil have-to he-shown that -the-book-
sellers nre -making too little. -or no-profit at all, aud the
companies making too -fuch prum on all these little
hook transaetions, But by organization and businesslike
energy the work certs unlv could be acvmnphshcd

Then in reference -to the third. -gquestion: What would.
Te the effeet on the booksellije trade Were & feduetion
{0 fike plice? The firs{ effect wonld be -the inereased
_profit on all sinall ook -transnetions into which enters

the cost of express. 1t wonld have considerable cffeet
npon=the nuinbier of such transaetions, as-increased-profh
~ would be ju un incentive for the Ioksellers to solieil

anore-of such business.  Thix would help- considerably 4o
‘huildzup=the:bnsiness-of a-store-ns=n-whole.

A general-lowering-of express-rates -would=leave-coun-
ey merchants more thau -ever -expoged 1o mail order
compelition, which would -iave -to be met by every wer-
chant coneerited--with mereased attention to-lic-oWwn par-
tieular field.

The cxceutive of the booksellers® assoclation eéxpeet
to-holl a-meeting shortly, when the-matter will=be-taken
ap snd Tully discassed. In the meantime it would -he
advisable for all having views upon this matter to-send
partienlits -of them to the seeretary of the association,
at the Toronto-oflice-of Bookseller and: Stationer.

Miss Haitie Tweedie, the Moncton, NB.. bookseller,
writex: *¢ re -oxpress charges: This morning 1 )cqm\'ed H
havks Troin Toronto, the -express on which was 73-cents,
These hooks weigh one and ahalf pounds each. a- total
of seven and n half ]mund~. The express rate is sup-
posed 1o be S-cents pier ponnd,. Tn your reeent issue-of
Bovkseller you asked for soime fiets, so 1 thou"ht ‘this
mizht be of interest. T assuredly interests me.’

. C. Allen-& Co.. of Halifax, write as follows: *“We
are exceptionally plox\wd to see that your paper is tak-
imer up-the -excessive charges nn\\n!mm;: Auade -by express
companies on look packages. We wonld hl\c ta cile
oUT-uWnzposition.

*4As You are aware, enr geagraphieal position makes
il i watter of frofn ten days to thiree weeks Tor freight
shipments-to reach us from Toronto, so we are forecd=to
luive-uur supphes-of new puhhmmm\\ cotie=hy-express,-or
elge tedich s when the demand is practically over. Ax

an Anstance: G\ few dayvs ago Wi chad 25 eopics of a

recent publication by express Trom Toronto, and the
charges-amounial to 150, ur G-cents ;per -copy; whichds
Altagether too lngh. We feel that a reduction of ook
rates-tu I-cents-per pound, would-unot be a-loss-to- -express
-comnpantes, but wonlilzmanest eases-result in-their-getting
more gowds fob (rausportaiion, As o onow s t‘lt‘ UHeWs

companies include books with dheit periodicals and still

¥

ret the low rates.

AMERICAN BOOKSELLERS' CONVENTION.

The dork -of the convention was corystallized in the
report ol -the--cotnmit{ee -on wwlmunmﬁ which veads as
Follows, and: was unanimously adopted -hy the meeting:

My, President: Your committee on resolations g
‘Teaveto-submit-the=following report:

Whereas, The members of the American ‘Booksellers’

Associntion assembled fogether at their seventh annual

-convention, recognizing the necessity for improving the

unsatisfactory conditions pre\mhng in the retail’ book
husiness of the United States, mow, thérefore, be it

Resolved, That we urge the pubhsl\ers of new copy-
righted buoks o issue all such- volumes-in the future at
- net price based- upon the salable value -of the -books,
with-aii_additional-charge-for- postage- when-mailed.

Resolved: That we request o -minimum discount from
the advertised price suflicient to-cover-the cost of trans-
acting business, with a margin of profit in accordance
with-ctistom=in-other=branches-of mercantile business,

Resolved, That it is desivable to have the net price
perimanent, except that works of fiction- and juvenile
books may, if Dot siceessful; be -sold -as geg)g;!@ers one
yenr after publicition, and books may be unlwed for
the-**Rehind”’ trade-after-two-years_at-a net -price-to-be
maintained for at least one year additional:

Resolved, That we recommend- t]:at the sliding scale

of discount bé-materially revised; in- order to-reduce -the
Avide-discrepaney -in purchasing -price between-the -buyer
of=smallzquantities:in-all:clnsses-of- literature-and-the- lnrge

‘buyer of -a-few -titles -in- a-speécial-¢lass.

TResolved, That we suggest that ‘the-extra-discount to

he jobber-on-all books -be -discontinued-except: on- -condi-

tion that he-shall not use the special redvetion-in-com-

peting -with the refail- dealer, for whose benefit he Tias
‘been speeially favored.

Resolved; That -we think it desirable to still allow

to publi¢ libraries -only the- ten per -¢ent. discount upon

et books, .as_at-present.

Resolved, That we consider that the established dis-

count allowed-to-dealers-be-canditional-upon-such- -dealers
curr\;xu, a stock of hooks of reasonable size-and-that a

‘TBook=is-understood=to-be-a- pnmed volume=boundzinzcovers

'lgnrcfsqbslgut@l than paper.
Resolved, That we-deprecate-the-breaking-of the-sub-
seription=price-of -periodicals-andzrecommend:the-abolition

of -the **Combination”’ system and -commend those pub-

lisliers -who -have firmly maiintained their publication

:pnc&

Rmolvcd That this association Tecommend: that thie

lmul\:se"('l\ ~of the UGnited: States make-an tnusual-effort
on-their-part -toz

piish-tlie-saile-of ‘such- volumes-of salable
fiction- as=may -be-published -at-a-tet ,pnce =with a-proper

-diseount.

TResolved; That we recognize, with grateful apprecia-

tion, -the- corﬂxﬂsmmt of: co-opcuhon -with-which-80-many

department. -store proprietors and- their managers have
Fosponded: to the-efforis-now being made ‘to-prevent -the
extinetion of -the new -book -business; and that. all sich
department Store proprietors-ar managers.are- cordially
jnvited-to-ally themselves-with the ‘Amériéan-Booksellers’

Associntion.

Resolved; That these, Tesolutions be-sent to ﬂla pub-
lishers-of the ‘United -States, and-that thé=president .and
secretary ‘e -directed to-explain-to-them- ‘the reasons for

the=resolutions-and:=to-cotivey-to-each-publisher-our-grate-
Tul-appreciation of their-effortszin-our behalf.

Resolved;, That the-president: and the -Postmaster-Gen-

eralbie, aud are, liereby requested to-offer the -extension
of our domestic letter rate to- all ‘the world.




