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that in the study of the Word of God the first thing is to understand its
meaning. Here at the outset certain difficulties present tlemserslves:-(1.)
The Word of God cones to us throughî the mecdiuni of foreign tongues,
the Hebrew and the Greek, au acquaintance with which is absolutely
necessaiy. (2.) The different books of which it consists have an original
connection with the times at wlich and the scenes anid which they were
composed. It would be out of place to turn aside here to show the advan-
tages of this, iow the Word of God coines to us in this way as a living
thig, and not as diy, dead dogma, as would have been the case liad it
been thrown into soine abstract form, intelligible in itself, apart from
time, place, and circumnstance, but destitute of the life and power so emi-
nently characteristic of the Word of God. But it is to the present purpose
to renark that this fact calls for study, much study-of ancient history,
and geography, and other'cognate branches. (3.) The Word of God hav-
ing come to us througlh existing forms of hunucn thought,-a method of
revelation which igi'ht also be sLown, if this were the proper tine, to be
characterized by highest wisdon. and fraught with most blessed results-
rmnders still further study necessary in order to distinguish between the
form and the essence, or rather, iii order to master on the one band the
ancient forns of thought, and (what is perhaps still imore difficult) to
emancipate ourselves fron modern forms whiclh cainot be muade to fit il
with the olhier. (4.) The nature of the truth, dealing with, the very lof-
tiest subjects of human thought, aye even with subjects which are quite
beyond the reach of hunan thought, often demands the most patient and
persevering study, so as to reach that which is high, grasp that ' 1 eh is
broad, fathem that whicl is deep. Just as a book of science requires
more study than a book of travels, and a book of mnetaphysics than a book
of history., so a revelation which contains fnot only "milk for babes,"
but "strong meat for men," not oiily " the first principles of the oracles of
God," but "the deep things of God," muay be expected to denand not a.
little study for its thorough elucidation. And (5.) The Word of God, re-
vealing as it does trtiths nost hlumbling to the pride, and most unpalatable
to the depraved taste of man, has been subjected to so much perversion, and.
distortion, and sophistical reasoning, and unwarrantable applications, that
special study is often necessary to disentangle the web of sophistry, or
dissipate the haze of prejudice, or renove the stuinbling-block which the
adversary has put in the way.

All these general considerations, which are capable of indefinite illus-
tration, show the necessity for much study on the part of those wiho would
show themselves "approved unto God, workmaen that need not to be
shamned, rightly dividing the word of truth." So evident is it that one

would expect it to be universally assented to. But it is not. If it were,
it would be unnecessary to address you on the subject we have chosen.
There is however in many quartera in the present day a tendency to depre-
ciate the value of exegetical study, and in fact to deny its necessity or
even utility altogether. The explanation of this tendency is not far to
seek. It is connected with a spirit of rebellion against the order which
Christ as established in His church, a disposition to reject those gifts
which He bestowed upon lier whenl He ascended up on higli. There are
those who think they can do quite well withouit the pa:tors and teachers
whom Christ hes appointed, who therefore take the position, very gratify-
ing to those who have a high idea of their own gifts, that every ian is
called to preach and teachi and minister in holy things. But it would bc
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