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necessaries of life. Fewv and far betweeii were the luxuries, as the
strugg le for existence was keen. The more provident had an eye toward
Iayingr up a fund for a time of need. Tuie earlier generations were
brougit, up in the stern lap of nccessity. B(okzs were scarce and difficuit
to obýain. Teachers beyond these having a inere rudirnentarv education
were net easy of access yet, even under these discouraging circumnstances
we find that thiere were many men of promninence in our profession, for
soine are born to be great. As tim-e w'ent on and wealth increaged,
sehools of a more advanced character were est ablish cd. Our edutitional
system lias beezi founded upen a broad and liheral basis, se th)at we Dow
boast, o)f one of the mnost admirable systemns of edtication, from the coin -
mon schools up to our universities. Withi our admirable educational
facilities which are 110w mithin. the ea-.sy reach of ail who are arnhitious
te exce', whiat. excuse have we for a low standa.-d for our inatriculation
in medikine ?

Our profession las always been regarded -as one of the learned pro-
fessions, whose mnembers are, or should be cultured gentlemen. The
Poet Ovid tells us " Ingenuas didicisse fideliter artes emollit mores"
"To have ýaithfully studied ingenuous arts softens manners." I arn well

aw'are that culture does not depend entirely upon inertal tra.ining. A
great deal is due to the innate chiaracter of thie individual, theiu the early
environment shapes and mnoulds the miental tendency or tL.rperament,
exaggerating or repressing as the cas;e may be.

In no -%alk of life dees the inrter life of the individual shine ont se
brightly, unless it be that of our sister profess:ýon, the clergy. In ne
profession is the highly cultured ian more truly honored, neither has
any class, of society, more power for good than the cultured and polished
physician. Emerson says that " a gentlenuan is a man of truth, lord of
lus own actions and expressing that lordship in biis beiaý *,Our." In ne
way can this highi ideal be so readily and effectually obt.ained as in the
words of Ovid "'To have faithf*ully studied or cultivated ingenuous arts."

Our country, alt.hourh vast in extent, lias not, until lately,
attracted th.- attention of the better class cf emnigrants and settlers te
the extent, its importance demanded. Our great agyricultura,,l and min-
eraI wealti bias, only recently been properly and fairly ascertained and

pceibefore the old world. We are new on the eve of a great and con-
tinued prosperity.

One cf the great essentials te success or presperity cf any kind is,
for thiose concerned te have faith in theinselves and their cause, whether
it be our country, our profession or a more elevated plane cf life in
general. A tone cf intense optimiismn prevails, betokening that confidence
«and faitb which ensures our prosperity.


