
Editorials.

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF OBSTETRICIANS AND
GYNECOLOGISTS.

The Ninctecnth Aninal Ieeting of the American Association
of Obstetricianis and Gynaecologists was held at the 1-lotel

Javlin, Cincinnati, September 20, 21 and 22, 1906.
There are certain incidents in connection with the organization

anîîd subsequent history of this acimirabile association which are
sufficiently inteiesting to be wortly of regard at the present
time. In the year 1886 it vas decided to forni a. Congress of
representative physicianîs and surgeons of hie United States.
Preliiinary invitations were sent to the varions special societies
asking for co-operati on. The Amnerican Gynaccological Society
was the onfly one which refused to co-operate. In the official
report of the Society for 1887 ve find the following words: " Phe
proposition to becomne part of the American Congress of Physi-
cians and Surgeons was not adopted." Thie promoters of the
proposed confederation Vere n auirally disa ppointed because they
desired a representation of hie important sufb.jects of Obstetries
and Gynaecology. As a consequence of this disappointmnent
there was a conference of some friends of the Congress. As the
result of such conference the Aierican Association of Obstetries
and Gynaceologists vas organized, not in opposition to any other
society, but rather in the int.erest of the new Congress. After
the organization wias fairly completed a. formal application for
admission was sent to the Congress. In the ncantiie, however,
a change lad coume over the society which had formerly opposed
the proposed Congress. We were not told wlelhcr this
marvellous change was brought about in consequence of the
organization of the new society; but il was certainly a singular
coinicidence thlat the applications from the od 0ynaecologlical
Society amd tlie new association of Obstetrieians and Gyiaecolo.
gists for admission t the Congress vere praetically mnade aý
the samne time. After some deliieration hy the executive
authorities of the Congress it vas decided that the society whichi
had shown pronouiiced lostility to the Congress up to the timîe
of its sudden conversion should be reccived, aud that the


