
PREVENTIVE MEDICINE.

Certain epiderniés haiè seemingly' disaþpPârd 'by the
imprveIûnents of modern niodes of lFving. Thle plágúe
which spiéad over Europe some two hidi-ed yèars ago
decimnating 'whole -coimninities ;has apyarently bée shut
out by sanitafy barriers of modern times although it is a
disease still knoWn to the inhabitants of tie East, ähd
is'still'as fatal- and ·as contagious as of òld. In the iatter
of- small-pox, it has been remarked that this disease occurs,
in the -épidenie form very freqüently, every four or five
years. From 1837 to 1842 sniáll-pox was prevalent in a
very vii-ùlent fofín throughout Europe and indeed 'ex-
tended to our own side of the Atlantic. The'mortality
fîom snall-pox during this epidemic was consideriably high-
er in the United Kingdom than in continental countries.
Vaccination had been voluntarily sunbmitted to, and very
generally practiced up to this Èeriod in Britain, but in cin-
šëquence of the virulénce ánd general prevalence of this
epidemic, a reaction occurred and persons were numerous
who absolutely refused to submit their children to the pro-
tective influence of vaccine. This led' to legislative inter-
ference and by a succession ofActs, coïpulsery vacciiiation
was 'at length introdifced into the United Kiilgdom.

?revious to the inti-oduction of these laws thréeefourths.
of the cases =of death froin smrrall-þox ôëccurred -amongst
children under five years of age. In the epidéinic of i80,
less than onš e third of the deaths froin smallpox in Englaiïd
and coiisidei-ably unddr ône foùrth of 'the dèeths froin this
case in Scotland and Irela&d Were öbbeivedin children
under that age. Let it be státed fùrthèriore that 'ihn
the'epidemic'of 1870 occuried à large :pi-öpöition öf ýthe-
children under five years of age Were unñrôtected byvac-
cination. Another significant -fact has been established
in rêspect to'the recent epideric of-sniall- px. D-"ing pre-

ii6u flide'ics éontiniental Enii-'oe'suferêd less :in :pö-
peitio 'tlan Great'Britain; in uthe èPideihic lof -i8yo the
'Pfoortin- of-deáths 'fro inell-pôx i erïsôwe of 'tlië af-e
towns on the ·dontiÏeht wàs in'wäñy-inrsfaãües six te ofe


