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az/hcsç J/e./ca/ Quarter/). A jotrinal devoted
to diseases of the rectui and gastro intestinal
disease rectal and gastro-intestinal surgery.

At last the series is comîîplete We now have

a journal for e ery splecialt. Tle work in the

hand of fa/e seems to be to outline new speciatiies
rapidly eniougli tc supply the deiand, and /cie
does her work well. Indeed, iedical science is
naking such rapid strides, and new specialties are

cropping up so fast thit one must be a ravenous
reader in order to keep abreast of the tiies. WVe
prophesy for the Quarlerii a large circulation, the
progressive specialist cannut well afford to be with-
out il, while iiaii general practitioners vith a lean-

ing tonard rectal and gastro intestinal w ork u ill find
iii it a trusty friend. Long mnay it li e, and if disastei
should cone, let us hope it will not be " Rect

(aIl" at once.

Thle MJ!ar9 land nIc3dia/fournal lias l% a> b been

a welcome guest. Since our last issue it has
undergone a great transformation and .omes to us

in an entirely new form. Evidently, haý ing taken
a place in thu front rank of journalisn, it intends
to keep it. We wish the managers ail success inl
their new venture.

AN EPITOME
OY

CU RRENTI M EDI CAL LITER<ATIUR E.

MEDICINE.

A New Method for the Detection of
Tubercle Bacilli in Sputum.-In the exam-
ination of sputum for tubercle bacilli, Ilkewitsch
(Cen/rabil. f Ba/., February 5th, 1894) emîploys
the centrifuge. Thc following preparatory neasures
are taken Spuuni .2 c.cm.: distilled water 20
(cc. anld t to 12 dro)S of a 30 per cent. solutioni
of caustic potaslh are vell iixed with a glass rod
in a porcelain capsule and the mixture is heated
until vapor forms. When the s)utumî is (uite
dissolved, a little casein (nio specific quantity) is
added : under the coibincd influence of heat,
stirring and caustic potasli (one or two drops of

tie above solution) this also dissohNes, and the
translucnit fluid becomes of a milkv color. It

is tien poured into a test tube. and a few drops
of acetic acid are added, tintil the first signs of
clotting of the albumen appear. 'Tlie mixture is
iiow poired into a smuall brass cylinder (the
simple apparatus used by the author is figured),
and thik is subnitted to the action of the centrifuge
for fiv or ten iîinute.. 'l'he deposit whichi has
formned at the hottom oC the cylinder is niow col.
lected and rubbed between two slides. ''hie two

preparations, wlien dry, are fixed in the lanie as
usual, stained after Ziehl's method, and exaiuîned
under an oi inimersion lens witlout a cover slp.
In this procedure, ail the bacilli present in the

sputumîî are carried down witi the clotted casemn,
and the entire slid niaterial is deposited at the
botton of the c) linder by the action of the centri-
fuge. Compared with the ordinary method for
the exaimination of îtiberculous sputum, this plan
bas the advantage that a larger aniount of iaterial
can bu examiined ;n a shorter lime. 'l'he authior
refers to cases in which lie lias been enabled by
this neans to detect tubercle bacilli in the sputui
ien none could be found after repeated exani-

ination by the ordinary mîethod, and vhen the
clinical signs wcre insufìicient to justify the diag-
nosis of phtlisis. -Brifis iledica/fourna/.

Two Cases Illustr-.ting the Difficulties
in the Diagnosis of Gastric Ulcer.-The
following two cases are of interest, inasnuch as
they are exanmples of the difficulties wlichi beset
the certain diagnosis of some cases of stoniachi

pain. oti occurred recently, and vere sent to
Colwyn Bay with the diagnosis of gastric ulcer, in
each case made by more than one practitioner of
stanîding, and at different periods in their course.

Miss X., a thin anænic !ady of about twenty-six
years of age. witlh a strong family predisposition to
tubercle, gave the following history :-Tilt five
years ago she was well and strong but then, after
exposure to cold, developed an intestnal affec-
lion, passing blood, niucus and membrane in tic
stools. Since then she lias been troubled, more
or less constantly, with attacks of sickîness and
abdoini ual pain, associated with constipation.
About a year ago she suffered from severe epigas-
trie pain, comîing on immediately after food and
lasting some hours, and at the saine timîe often
vomited blood (one or two tablespoonfuls, the
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