
THE 'MOHIAWK LANGUAGE.

donc thon merely to give a l)rief introduction to thie subjeet iii band,
trustin- thiat future opportiuaities inay be afforded to furtiier pîrose-
cute tlie work. Wbdiie it is mv design to direct yo.ir attention niainliv
to the Langunge, it may not I>e aniiss to gise at tbc outset a genlerai
outlie of the iîistory of' the Mobawks.

They are the becad Tribe of the Cwifederacy of tuie Six ïValiony,
and, likec tie othier Inidiani tribes of this continent, thecir orig-in is iiîý

volved in înystery.

Trhe inly source which bhas not been exbausted, froi whichi WC clin
derive anv information, at present witin rcach, is the Inidin tra-
ditions. They are, bowever, so mytbical in their cliaracter, as touclb-
ing the origin of the Indian, tbat but littie, if auy, reliance can be
placed on them. 1 niay say, lîowever, that they ail tcachi that the
Red 'Man was created uponi this continîent ; and were I to NNeigbl the
evidence given by these traditions, and that derivcd frorn tbe vairions
theories of scientific writcrs upon the subject, I sbiould hec incline(],
after rnakzing ail allowanccs for the legendary character of' Indian
Ilistorv, to decide in favour of tbe evidcnce of tradition. For I arn
disposed to attach but littie weigh-It to theories founded upon suipposed
sirnilarity in inanners and customs, or accidentai resemblance in words
of the language. I do tbink, however, that there is every reasoni to
hope that we shall find, if not a solution of this (Iifficulty, at least great

sssance frorn the science of language.

1 know that the traditions of the 'Mohawks assume a rational and
reliable character with the formation of tie Confederacy of the Five
Nations by the 'Mohawk Chiief De-kaý-nia-wi-dahi. Yeti, the Tnscaro-
rats are cornpletcJy Iost sight of in ail the carlier tradit.ons of tbe Five
Nations, and are rcpresented to bave first met tlie Mohawks when
thev joined the Confcderacy at a conmparati-eIv recent date. An ex-
animiation, bowever, of the two languages leaves no roorn to doubt that
at somne remote perioci th'lese two nations wcre one.

liere, thereýfore, we have a case wliere we are cnabled, by a know-
ledgc of, anti an examination iuto the languages, to pronounice ide
nient, with absolute certaiiîtv, upon a point whiichi Eoes fardiier bock

in tradition. I should lie placing a Iow estinate to $av flint the
confederacv is i00 years old. Pliilologv, therefore, irnmcdiateiv solve(s
a questioni for us ini relation to events froi-n 600 to 'LOGO veoirs old. Leay-
iiig, ho wcver, tlîis question of our origin for discussion tili we are iii a
-position to bring the science of laniguage to bear iipou it, WC w-dl


