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fast sinking, and, ns the light thickens, tho reachos of the neighbouring viver dis-
plny their froguent dimples, and now auvd anon long scaly jacks are ralsed over
ite surface.  Its numerous crocodiloans aro astir; and now they quit the stremwm,
and wo goo its thick hedge-like lines of equesoticonl open and ngain clogo, as they
rustlo through, to seour in quest of proy, tho darlke meadows that line its banke,
Thoro aro tortoisea that will this evening find thoir proteoting armour of carapace
nnd plastron ol too wonk, and closo thelr long lives of centuries, And now we
sauntor downwards to the shuro, and sco tho ground swell breaking white in the
oalm against ridges of coral scavco less white, The shores are strewed with sholls
of ponvl. The whorled Ammnonite and the Nuutilus 3 and amid the glenm gauoi-
dal soalos, voflocted from tho green depths boyond, wo may seo tho phosphoric trail
of the Belommito, and its path Is over shells of strange form and name,—the
sedentiry Gryphoon, the Pema, and the Plagiostoma,

“ But, lo | yot another monster. A snake-like form, surmounted by a crocodilenn
hund, rises high out of the water within yondor coral ledge, nnd the fiery, sinister
oyes peor inquiringly vound, s if in quest of prey. The body is but dimly seen,
but it is sbort and hulky compared with the swan-like neck, nnd mounted on pnd-
dlos inatend of limbs; so thut the entivo orenture, wholly unlike snythivg which
now exists, has boon likened to o vast boa constrcitor thrended through the body
of a turtle.  We havo looked upon the Pleuosnurus. And now outside the ledge
thore is n huge crosodilonn head raised, and u mounstrous eye, huger than that of
any other living creature,—for it mensures a full foot nerose,—glares upon the
slimmer and less powerful roptile, and in au instant the long neck and small head
disappear. That monster of the immense eyo,—an eye 8o constructed that its
focus cun be altered at will, and made to compromise either near or distant
objects, and the organ itself adapted cither to examine microscopically or to ex-
ploro ns a teloscope,—is nnother be-pnddled reptile of the sen, the Tehyosaurus,
or fish-lizard, But the night comes on, and the shadows of the woods and rocks
decpen; there are uncouth sounds along the beach and in the forest; and new
monsters of yet stranger shapo are dimly discovered moving amid the uncertain
gloom, N

“ Reptiles, reptiles, reptiles,—flying, swimming, waddling, walking,—the age is
that of the cold-blooded, ungeninl reptiles; and, save in the dwarf and inferior
forms of the marsupials and {nsectivora, not one of the honest mammals has yet
appeared.  And now the moon rises in clouded majesty ; and now her red wake
brightens in one long strip of the dark sea ; and we may mark where the Oeteo-
saurus, @ sort of veptilean whale, comes info view as it crosses the lighted track,
and is straightway lost in the gloom. But the night grows dangerous, and these
monster-haunted woods were not planted for man. Let us return then to the safer
and better furnished world of the present time, and to our secure and quiet
bames.”

The above may appear but the vision of a poetic fancy, but « those
who have read of the book of nature” can testify to its reality;
and to our readers it is a sample of much else in the volume which



