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fast aklng, nndb ne tbo llght thlckons, the ronohocs ai tho noigbbouiritig river disi.
play tlelî froquent dimples, ani novr anmn long scaly jnoke; ara raleti over
its surface. Its numeoa croondiloaus ara astir; nîîd niQ tlîey quit theo ana,
and iv svo u Un thilk liedge-lilco linos of equcooticoal open and agan close, as tlîey
moatte thirongl, te cour in quost of proy, the darIr neatiowe that lino Its banike.
Thorao are tortolsos that ivlll thii ovoulng finti tlîeir protcting arrnour of caratpate
nnd plastron ffil ton, 'wnk, nti close thoir long lives of centuries. Atnd now WO
esuter doivnwardui to tho shoro, and sac the grouti swelt bronking wlîitu lit the
catin agniust ritiges of coral. écarco leso white. Tho shoares are Btroed with abolis
of penrI. Ille wlîonlet Amnoitte andi the Natutiluse ; and ainid titt gltîm ganaoi-
da1 Menten, reflontati frein the green deptis boyonti, wo înay Bec the piiosphanie trait
of t'li floatmito, anti] ILs patît le over sliells of stranige form, iad nianî,-tic
Sodcntnry Gryplwmn, tha Peina, anti tho Plagiostolia.

I<l ut, Io 1 yot aniother monster. A 13nîîkCO-ike fOrM, 131rmonntoLd by a cr-ocodulean
-bond, rlso8 liigli out of tho venter within yontior coral letIge, anti the fiery, inoi8tor
cyan peur Inquiringly round, as if ii quet of proy. Tho body In but dimly sleui,
but IL in ohort and ti lky coinpaî'ed witli tho snn-liko neek, andi mouateti on pati.
(îles inatend of fimabs; sn thîît te eatira, erotirc, wvholly unlikoe anytuiug %vhlieb
iiaov exi8s, lbns boon likouod ta a vast boa colistroitor tliroatid thiroughi the body
of a tutiel. WVo have, looaked upon tho l.louoBaurtns. Anti now out8ide the lcdge
titane la a litige oriood'uloan lîcati raisoti, andi a mnonstrous eye, linger thlîa tlmat of
ny otiter livinîg croatur,-for it mensures a fuit foot acros,-glarcs3 upan the
eliînmer anti lune powverfîtl reptile, and ia ai) instant tua long aci anti sal bond
disaplpear. Tlînt monstur oi te immense cyo,-an coe constructeti that iLs
fons can ho altereti nt will, andti ade to comîpromnise citiior rîcar or distant
objecte, andi the organ itsoif atiaptoti eitheai ta examine niceroscopically or ta ex-
plore as a toloacapo,-is another be-patitileti reptile of' Lte son, the flyosauru,
or fish-lizarti, But the niglît coince an, anti the shatiows of the- woods andi rocks
deopen; theto are uncoîîth eounds aiong te beach anti la the forent; and new
insters of yet strangor shiape are tiialy discovered. moving îaid the uncortain

glooin.
IlReptiles, reptiles, reptilcs,-lying, swimîning, wadtihing, walkiag,-tlhe age is

that of the colti-blootict, ngnial. rcptilcs; andi, save in the dwarf anti inifeiior
forine ai the marsupiale anti insctivora, net anc ai the hionest mmnlo bas yct
apponreti. Anti now te mxoon rises lu clantict mnajcsty; ant inow her rad wake
brighitens la oe long strip of the dark son ; anti we msy mark whore the Oeteo-
sauras, n sort af roptilcan whate, ceaies into view as it crosses the iigbtci track,
andtinl etraightway loent in tbe glanai. But the night growe tiangerous,% andi these
monster-haunteti woods wcre net plautcd for mi. Lot ns retnrn thon to the safer
anti botter furnislied wvorld of thîe proscrit time, anti to our secure anti quiet
hiontes."

The above may appear but the vision of a poetie faney, but "'those
wibo bave read of the book of nature" eau testitr Vo its reality;
and to our readers it is a sample of mucli else in the volume which

409


