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School days of Eminent Men in Great-Britain,
By Jonx Tiuss, F. 8. A.

(Continued from our lust.)
XLIL.

i BOYHOOD AND LEARNING OF KING EPWARD THE SIXTIL.

! The raost munificent patron of education who ever sat upon the
. British throne was Edward VI, the only son of Henry VIiI, who
survived him. He was born at Hampton Court in 1537, on the 12th
of Qctober, which being the vigil of St. Edward, he received his
Christian ap&ellatlon in commemoration of the canonized kiag.
His mother, Queen Jane Seymour, dicd on the twelfth day after
giving him birth. Sir John Hayward, who has written the history
of his life and reign with great fulness, savs that he ¢ was brought
up among nurses until he arrived at the age of six years. le was
then committed o the care of Dr. (afterwards Sir Anthony) Cook,
and Mr. (afterwards Sir John) Cheke, the former of whom appears
to have undertaken the prince’s instruction in philosophy ang divi-
nity, the latter in Greek and Latin.?? He succeeded to the throne
when little more than nine years of age. The coaduct of the young
prince towards his instructors was uniformly courteous ; and his
generous disposition won for him the highest esteem. In common
with the children of the rich and great, he was from his cradle
surcounded with means of amusement. It is related that at the age
of fivo years, a splendid present was made to him by his godfuther,
Archbishop Cranmer 3 the gift was a_costly service of silver, con-
sisting of dishes, plates, spoons, &¢. The child was overjoyed with
the ‘})r.esem, when the prince’s valet, secking to impress on his
mind its value, obeerved : ¢ Your highness will be pleased to re-
member that although this beautiful present is yowrs, it must be
kept entirely 1o yourself; for if others are permitted 1o touch sty 1t
will be entirely spoiled.” « My Hiubrook,” replied the prince,
midly, ¢if no one can touch these valuables without spoiling them,

how do you thea =uppose they would ever have Leen given to me %
Next day, Edward wuvited a party of young friends to a feast, which
was served upen the present of plate; and upon the departwie of
the ynung guests, Le gave to eacl of them an aruicle of the service,
as a mark ol regand.

Csanmer, 10 encourage Bdwanl iu lus stulies, was i the habut
of corresponding with him onco a week, and requining of hm an
account of what he had done durning that tume. The prince also
complied with the request of his venerable godfather, by keeping
a journal, for which purpose he devided a sheet of paper into five
columus, and under that arrangement recorded hisprogress in my-
lholog{, history, geography, mathematics, and philosoph(i'.

Atthe age of fifteen, Edwarc is said to have possessed a eritical
kuowledge of the Greek and Latin languages ; and to have con-
versed fluently in French, Spanish, and’ Italian. A manuseript is
still preserved i the British Museum, containing a collection of
his exercises m Greek and Latin;several of his letters, in French and
Latin,written with singularaccuracy of diction, are also extant. In the
Ashmolean and Coltonian collections are other papers in hus hand-
writing ;3 some of which relate 1o state affai's, and cvince an inti-
mate knowledge of the domestic and foreign policy of his govern-
ment, and his anxions concern for the welfare of his people; and
when 10 his other accomplishments it is added that he was well
versed in natural philosophy, astronomy, and Logic, his acquire-
ments will be allowed to have been extraordinary. ¢ This child,”
says Carden, the celebrated physician, who had frequently con-
versed with Edward, ¢« was so bred, had «uch parts, was of such
expectation, that he looked like a miracle of a man; and in him
was such an attempt of Nature, that not only England, but the
world, had reason to fament his being so early sr Ached away.”

In a register kept for the purpose, Edward not «d down the char-
acters of pubtic men; and all the important events of Jus reign,
together with the proceedings in council. were recorded m a pnivaie
journal, wluch e never allowed to pass out of lus possession. The
ongnal of this journal (1) still remaius ; and a soundness of judg-
ment is_displayed in the various entrics, and the reflections with
which they are accompauied, far beyond Edward’s years. ¢ It gave
hopes,” says Lord Orlord, ¢ of Ius proving a good king, as in so
green an age he seemed resolved to be acquairted with his subjects
and lis kingdom.” He was quite familiar with the value of money
aud the principles of finance; and the mercantile and military
affairs of the conntry. He was inflexibly just both in public and
pnvate 3 and his attention to his social dulies was no less remark-
avle than s stniet discharge of the regal functions.  In disposition
he was meek, affable, and benevolent ; dignified, yet courteous n
conversation ; and sincete and dismterested in his fnendshp. < If
ye knew the towardness of that young prince,’ observes one that

(1) This is preserved, with some other Remains of the young King, in
the British Museum, and printed, though imperfectly, in the collection
of Records, forming vol. ii, part ii., of Burnet's Iistory of the Reform-
ation.



