
Letter Io thte Editor.

ceeded to Calcutta, with the view of
establishing a brandi of the mission
iii that city, lie tiiere pmosecuted Iiis
labours with unwearied diligence,
and with considerable suecess. He
at last niarried, and by his ivife came
into the possession of so large a for-
tune, tlîat hie was reckoned one of
the richest men in Ben2à.l. With
tijat disinterestedniess wlîîch forîned
so striking a feature of his character,
hie resolved to, devote this nev acces-
sion of wvealth to the support and ex-
tension of the mission, wvhich had
lîitherto struggled with considerable
pecuniary (lifficulties. Besides exer-
cising great liberality to tie poor, lie
built a dwelling house for two miis-
sionaries, a churcli for the congrega-
tion, and a scliool-house for thie
chldren. On these and othcr oli-
jeets of a missionary nature, hie ex-
pended upwards of a hundred thous-
and rupees, about £12,000 Sterling,
of bis private fortune. In conse-
quence of his wealth, lic becarnie
connectcd with otiier opulent people
iii Bengal, and wvhile lie flattered
himself that by maitîtaining inter-
course withi tliern, lie miglit be use-
fui to them, they, as generally hap-
pens in such cases, proved burtful to
lîim. A worldly spirit wvas insensibly
engendered in bis breast: the society

ith -wiichli e associated invoived
hima ini extraordinary expense, and
combined,wvith the generosity of lus
temper, at last inaterially reduced
bis wealth. Cliagrined at tic dinuiinu-
tion of his fortune, hie now thotught
of some means of retrieving lus loss.>
Rents being at that time very ighri
in Bengal, lie begani te speculate in
tic buying and selling of liousesand
,expended on them sums of mone*
longingto others,inthiehopeofreceiv-
4ng largc profits iii return. By sucli
means, many others acquired great
wcaltli; b)ut in his hands the sehemne
,coînpletely failcd. I-e was now, at
ani advanced l)erid of hieè, ulider tIli
.necessity of' leavi ng Calc ut ta, ai

taking refuge iii Chinsurah, a Dutel
settiement la the ncighibourhood, in
order, we suppose, te escape the
rigour of his creditors. 1-ere lie
passed the Jast ten or eleven years
of biis life iii povcrty, yet endleavour.
ing to render hinmself useful. StilI
animated wvith the zeal of a Christian
Missionary, lie kept a sehool duriag
the week; and on the Lord's day lie
performed divine wvorship by desire
of Government, for whichi lie wvas
allowcd a smnall salary. But tlight
a cloud lîung over the evening of bis
days, lie livcd, according to lis own
confession, more pcaccfully and inore
coinfortably, than wvhen lie possessed
a superabundance of earthly tliiugý.
He acknowvlcdged, withi gratitude,
the kindncess of Providence ia bring-
ing him to a knowledge of hiniselt'
tliroughi mortifying afflictions, and
ini dclivering him, fronm the entangle.
mcnts of tluis vain world. Even pre.
vious to luis leaving Calcutta, tdue
mission in tlaat city hiad sunk intû i
languishirig state; and though varous
attenipts wvere rmade to maintain its
cxisten ce, it wvas at lengtlî abandoned
about the period of bis deatlî.
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To thec Editor.

My DL'AR Sis,-I hiave known a
preacher urge withi grcat confidence
agaiist the comnuon idea thuat Jcsus
and otlîcrs were baptized in Jordani,
that passagce, Johni i. 28-"1 Tiiese
thîings were donc in Bethabara, /ie.
yondl Jordan, -tlîere John -i'as bail.-
tizing." Hencc inany of tlîc peop)le
are lcd te believe, from the way the
passage is applied, tluat Betuabara
wvas sorne place in the interior of the
country, and se niake the Scripttire
contradiet itself. But the p)eoplle
shuould be awarc tluat Bethahara
literally bigîiices tluc lousc qf'passdq(i.
anud is thiuglit by the lvaî'ned te Ibu


