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THE CANADIAN ECONOMIST.
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British ships rimilar restrictions on onr trade with that country that we
imposell upon Pruseinn shipe entering our ports. 1t then beeame obvious
to every reflecung man. that we could no longer maintain the Navigation
Act.  T'o have nrgotiated with Prussia, ag we had done with Ameriea,
would have lefs us with onfy the same task to perform towands every other
country separately  Mr Huskisson then clearly saw that the case was
ouly to be et safely nnd wisey by a general law, apphcable alike to all
countries.  ‘The retalintory acts of Prussin, though based only on the

But let us examine how far we were indebted to our colonial trade for
ths increase, and how far to the foreign trade, in open competition with
the ships of all the world,  For 1f 1t could be shown that the clnefinerease
of Briush shupping had been 10 our colonies, where we still enjoyed n
sirict protection, even this increasc would not prove the groundlesuess
of the fears entertnined by the stupownere,  1f, on the othier hand, it can
be shown, that at least the sante proportion of the increase of our ehip-
ping was to those foreigu countries, where we met foreign ships in open

principles which dictated our laws, were the ohject of much cl r and
complaint, on the part of the Britieh shipowners of thie day, who thus
showed how little they appraved of a principle adopted by others towards
513('[". which they considered essential for them to adopt towards others,
This atate of events led the government, in 1823, to propose the Recipro-
city Acts of the 4th and 51l of George 1V. which authorised the King in
Coaneil 10 repeal all discnminating duties on the ghips of sneh foreign
countries eniering our ports, as were wiling to place our shing ina similar
position as their own, in their, ports. It was agaist these acts, dictated
by such an obvious principle of fuirness, nnd by such an absolule neces.
sity of events, that the clrmour of the Briush slipowners of the dny was
%0 toudly and eo incessantly raised. In pursnance of those ncts, treatics
have been entered into with—

Prusia, Hanover, Denmark, Oldenburg, Mecklenburg, Greece, Bremen,
Hamburg, Lubeck, States of La Plata, Columt. + lolland, France,
Sweden and Norway, Mexico, Brazil, Austria, Russia, Portugal.

By these treatiesit will he observed, however, that the priveleges given
to cach country extend only to direct importations from each country.—
Vhis, however, was the strongest tes: to which British ships could be ex-
posed, of their power to compete with forcign ships. If American ghips
could extinguish Britich ships in any trade, it was in bringing the pro-
duce of Ameriea 10 this country—in bringing their owwn cotton, tobaceo,
and rice from their own ports. ~ 1f Prussian ships could successfully com.
pete with British ships in any trade, it wasin bringing their own corn
and timber from the ports of the Baltic. If the ships of any foreign
country had the means o drstroy the trade of Briush ships, 1t was surely
w brnging the produce of their owwn country from their own pora,
Those trentics, therefore, as far as they went, exposed British ships to as
much real competition as if the privileges had been extended, wuhout any
restriction, to the produce of any country brought from any port.  All
that was left in the shape of restrictions was no real protection, bint acted
only‘as wasteful and wconvenient annoyances, harassing to the merchant,
and‘mconvcnicnl to the truc interests of the country.

Such, then, are the changes which have been made in the Navigation
Act, a3 first passed, up to this time. Let us shortly inquire what have
been the effccts of these changes. Theshipowners of the day confidently
predicted the rapid decay and nltimate destrucuon o Brinsh shipping.
Our navy was to be without men—and our carrying trade was to fall into
the handsof strangers.  No doubt onr stupowners of that day labonred
under many disadvantages ; the high dutics on hemp, subjected them to
dear cordage ; the high duties upon foreign timber, in protection of the
produce of Canada, sutjected them to a high price for the chief mazerial
which _thcy used ; and our corn nud provision laws subjected them to an
expensive and costly mode of victunlling.—These were great disadvan.
lnges; bql. strange to say, the slupowners, as a body, were always found
foremost in the support of these reatrictions and abuses ; and when Hus-
luscon proposed 1o relicve them by means of a draw-back upon materials
used in building and victualling their ships, they actually refused the boon.
So bancful was the system of protections, that every mterest that fancied
itself benefitted thereby, opposed clianges even in its own favaur, lest ita
own fx}ncxed privileges should be attacked or weakened in consequence.
Such i3 the vicious circle in which error runs.  But ler s see how far the
doleful prophecies of the shipowners of 1993 have been fulfilled or falsified
lry.c‘vcms. nowithstanding the admntted disadvantages under which, until
quite recently they have been relieved of many of thewm, 1 spite of them-

“gelves.  The gloomy fears of the shipowners of that day anticipated that

the privileges granted to foretgn ships, wouid teansfer all the trade of th:s
country to those who, it was asserted, could build and sail thewe ships
cheqpcrthnn ourselves. The American trad. was to be carried on ex-
cl'usxvcly by American ships. And the continental tinde by Prussian,
Norwegian, and other foreign ships; and, in fact, onr shipping, in furure,
was 1o be confined only to our own colonies.  What hasbeen the resaft?
For scven yenars prior to 1523 the shipping trade of this country was
nearly stationary. ‘The following is a comparnson of the shipping which
was entered inwards and oniwards 1t 1515 and 1823, the last yeor
prior’lo the passing of the Reciprocity Acts:emm
Shipping entered ]nwlaerds and Ouatwards,
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. Inwazde, Qutweards.  Inwanle,  Quteeards.
Brithhoeoonoceioannitons S31297  301LTIS LGOS0 3,30503
POorIgn,ceererecenies o0 633,567 671,333 523,720 515,774
Tolnheeoecieniennans o 13,508 1983051 2,197,056 1999366

Taking all our shipping during those seven years the mercase was only
ahout five percent.  Let us then sce what progress it has made ander the
frecr system since 1823, Lest we should be charged with profiting in
this co:mrparison by the extraordinary demanid for shipping during the last
fodr ycars, caused 1 a great weasure by the repeal of that very system of
protection which the shipowners themeelves strove so much to mmntan,
we will te content to make the comparison Letween 1823 and 1842,
which was notoriously one of the most depressed for the shipping interess
of late years. The comparison will be thus:

Sh'pping entered Imrerds and Quiwards.
. ]e 1)

1323, 2.

. Inwards  Ohatwards Towardhy  Outwnrds,
Reithhove. wooceonietonse, 1G33G6 14932502 3 04725 QAT5070
Foreign..eeet o0n " ee 6320 BIENTEY 1205303 1,250170
Tet@heseosotsosesase 0o 2107NG 1000360 4,500,003  4,037.410

Thus, during the * ~siod when he shipp:ng intcrest was to suffer such
decay, the cxtent of British shipping has more than doubled, and the
shipping of a 1 kinds, which entered smwards and o.twards in the trade of
the country has increased more than 100 per cant !

competition, and where we had no exclusive advantages then it will be
conclusive cvidence, that the apprchensieas of the slupowners wege
groundless, and that competition had worked for them the same advan-
tages that it has done to the sitk manufactures and to the iron wmnsters,
We have before us Parhamentary returns, showing the proportion of our
shipping engaged in the colonmnt and foreign trade, in 1620 and 1842,
from which we gather the following facts.

In 1820, the 1,519,503 tons of Brinsh slupping which left onr ports,
were thus distnbated :—

Dritish Shipping entered Qutwards to British Posscssions.

TONS, NEN.
GINEARAL cov e soscereensssascstossens 34375 2
Balta vevs e 5151
Jonian IstAnds copees sescecissienene TEUE 436
Cage of Goud Hojo and const uf Afnea 21330 ..o 1,240
S HeltMeieereee cenasarcessois e L& cese a4
Mauntius ..o . 79 cers 44
Fastindics..voveinee 51133 cont 4.093
New South Waleseeaaos 280 ... 121
Batish Notth Americaceese o IGO0 . 17,618

Brtsh West Indics. .. . N3AG .o 12,900

Gucensey andJcm’~..........:...... 66139 ... 5,161
Total 1o Nritish Possessions.eeecorees L2 w00 42,820
T'utal to Forefgn Neutral Covbtras....  ¥OR6G <o 53020

05.240

Grand total {0 1] placeseees ensagenne 35HOH8  cees

We thas see, that even wn those titmes men were sn little aware of the
actual facts connected with our shipping, that, while protection to our
colonies was maintained by inany, chicfly on the ground that they were
the sole dependence of our shipping interest, and the only nursery of our
seamen—and while the Navigation Laws were insisted upon, as being
essentinl to the existence of our shippng, nearly fifty-tico per cent. of
British tonnage, even then, was cmployed in a_foreign tzade, where we
had no protection, but entered into free competition with the shipping of
the whol~ world. Had such a fact been well known, and duly considered
at the time, the apprehensions of our ship-ownets, as to the effects of freo
trade, might have been entirely removed.

Let us now see how the British shipping, amonnting to 3,375 270 tons
were distributed, which left our ports is 1812,—nfter nineteen years' ex
pericace of the Reciproesty Acts, which were to destroy all, except our
colomal trade. The following 1s the account :—

British Shipping entered Quiscards to Dritish Possessions.
TONS. MEN.

Gibraltar . 43.503 cene 3.600
Malta ooo 40,141 2.043
Joninn 151andy. cee-eve corsovensna YEUG) 398
Capo of Guod Hopeaur) coast of Africa 34032 1,908
81, HelcONeesassascoeoverannns 397 218
Mauntios. 16.397 3
Fast Indies......00 202101 10070
Now South Wales..... ve ceers 51,934 2708
Batish Nerth Amenca.. re.ces  43G5.R42 104
Rntsh West indies. ..o vesees 261,318 14839
Guctnsey oud Jerscyeeeeoaeoersersese 144366 o 1262

Total British Possrssions .ece-eeceeee 12T oure 63.8:0

Total to Foreign Neuttal Countricseee s 2124333 ceee 112,007

Grand tatal to 2l cOURtries « coeecse 3375,%0 oo 1E45E10

This account shows that we are dependant, fot the employment of our
shipping and our sailors, to the extent of srxty-three per cont, upon nev.
trol countries, where we enjoy no protection, but where we mect 10 open
competition the ships of all nanons; while our own possessiong, 1n winch
we still have exclusive privileges, employ only thirry-sezen per cent. of
our ships and our saitors ; which shows even more strongly how linle col-
onial protection can be insizted upor, on the grounds they are the main
stay of our great commercinl merine—the mnain source of the supply of
sailors to our navy. .

Now, let us sce how the increase, during this period of British ship~
ping employed 1o out colomes,compares with that employed in the foreign
peire) marketsof the world,  The compansan will be as foltows :—

Dritish Shipping entered Outicards,
1R 1342 INFREAIE.

1.20.437 67 p. ceut.

2,124,433 163 do.

T0 Veitish Parecssionseeeees THHEIT  oeen
T'o Forerga Neutral Countries SO2,686  «oee

Totaliee v vers seooanesecese 1,540 503 cense 3,945,230
"Thus showng that that trade, which was to be the only fature euppors
of our shippin., incrensed dnring the period 1n question sirly-seten per
cent, whilc that whieh, according to the prophecies of the shipowners 1o
1823, was to be entirely lost to the country, in consequence of the free
trade measures then adopted, increased no less than one hundred and
sizly-four per cent ! &

TRADE OF THE ST. LAWRENCE.
(From the Quelec Gazette) ] .

The observations of “ Fair play and no favour,™ in this day’s
Guzelle, ave descrving of public attentin. The trade of the
upper parts of the waters of the St. Lewrence will goto t,he ccean
by the cheapest charnel.  The cutnpetition 1s with the New York
canale, the Hudsun, and the port of New York, i Use seazon of
navigation, and with the railroads in_existence or about to bo
cstablished from Lakes Michizan and Ene, from ditierent ports
on Lake Ontario, from 1s outlet at Kingston, from the foot of the
ship navigation at Ogdensburgh, and from Montreal to Boston and,
Portland. . The cxpenses of its passing by these different routes
will decide its course.




