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stirring essay on God’s Hand in Missions, written by the Rev. Arthur
T. Pierson, D.D., whose vigorous and eloquent pen has often done
efficient work in the missionary enterprise of the nineteenth century.
(Ses Preface to New Edition.)

We propose, in the space remaining to us, to give an outline sketch
of the Life of this early missionary, to be followed in future numbers
by & puper on his Remarkable Character—<¢The Missionary Hero of
the Eighteenth Century ¥ —and another embodying some Remarks
Suggested by his Life and Work in the missionary field.

I A BRIEF SKEICH OF BRAINERD'S LIFE.

As the lives of men are written down in human history and esti-
mated by the world, the life of David Brainerd was singularly unevent-
ful and insignificant—an infinitesimal factor in human existence. Born
in a little hamlet in New England, living in the period of our colonial
dependence and obscurity, modest and humble in disposition, eduncated
in a very quict fashion, without worldly ambition ; devoting his brief
life to the welfare of a few Indians scattered over the wilderness
districts of New York, New Jersey und Pennsylvania, and dying in his
thirtieth year. there was nothing in the outward events of his life to
attract attention or make his life noteworthy in the eyes of mankind.

e was not a genius nor an orator.  His scholarship was not partic-
ularly remarkable. He laid no foundations of empire. e made no
discoveries. He achieved no literary fame. And yet young Brainerd
had that in him of which heroes and martyrs are made.  He was a rep-
resentative man of the truest and noblest type. His was a character of
such saintliness, of such lofty aims and principles, of such intense
loyalty to ¢ Christ and him crucified,” and of such all-absorbing love
for souls and desire for God’s glory, that it has left a lasting impression
on the Christian church, and his name will travel down the centuries,
hallowed in the memory of the good, and regarded as one of the bright-
est stars in the constellation of Christian worthies,

David Brainerd is a household name to-day wherever exalted piety is
revered, or moral worth is cherished, or a heroic and self-saerificing
spirit is honored.  Although his life was brief, it was long enough to
take on an immortal impress; to develop o character, a purpose, a rich-
ness of experience, a fervor of spirit, and a longing after holiness and
usefulness as grand and majestic as rare and glorious.  The gift he
Iaid upon Christ’s altar was a priceless giit ; and the Divine Master has
honored and Dblessed it to enrich the faith and stimulate the zeal of
those who came after him.  The short life of the *¢Missionary of the
Wilderness,” spent in teaching a few ignorant savages the way of life,
has already borne abundant fruit to the glory of God. and will continue
to do 50 to the end of time, as few lives have done or will do. < Being
dvad, ke yet speaketh.” Through the sillence of nearly vne hundred and
fifty years he is speaking to-duy, with trumpet tongue, words of almost




