
1889.) TERNATIONAL 1>EPARIMU'T.

èrysf aIs and varied red felspath upoîî
dark -round likie a coal. Lt nhay be
an aerolite, sone say a lava stone. It
is bordered ail round Nvith a large
plaie of silver about a foot broad,
and is wern uneven by tie toucli aîîd
ki.ss of pilgrinis. The Mosiîn wvorld
is full of traditions cencering it. It
wvas origin.tl]yvlite,buitbecanîie black
in the surface by virtue of its con-
tinuai -%veeping on accountof tiie sins
cf nieni. Thiete.-rs %vere as uniseen a-ts
thiey wvere silent, and leff. the interior
of the Stone as wliite as before. Otlieis
tliink Mec continual toucingi cf the
millions ef pilgrims lias chianged its
color, as ail pilgrinis, iii maircliiugz
round tlie Kàba, either toucli it or
kiss the linger. Soine caîl it "1,the
riglit liand cf God."' It is reputed te
be one of the precious stones cf Para-
dise, ivhichi camne te eartli with Main,
and hav'ing- beeîi prcserved iniracu-
lousiy during the flood, w"as broug1lit
back te Mecca, by the Ang-el Gabriel
anid given te, Abraham tobuild in the
Kùba. It is said that it once ivas
stolon and could net be purchased for
five thousand pieces cf gold, but wvas
afterward iresýtoredl.

Liere is thon a survival cf a poly-
theistie "stone age, " a synibol of an
idolatrous cultus wvhich is appro-
priated, accounit for it asw~e niay, by
the niost fanatîcal monotheisin the
ivorld lias seen. Destrey this, and
yeu despoil 3Mecca of tliat whvli gives
it wvortli. Strike ont Necca,' and
wvhcre were Islam?

Iconoclastie beyond any body of
religion îsts hinewn, and flaunting
the Ilgreen banner " as the symbol.
of lhatred te idlol-,%orshiip. one hun-
drcd and seventy-five millions of Is-
lami turn their faces in prayer te a
spot wvhich flnds its niost sacred
characteristie in a relie cf oid Ara-
lîiau stone %,vorsliip. Strike this eut,
we llave said, and the Moslem worlà
lias ne geographical nor communal
center.

THE HANYF.

We have littie synxpathy with the

idea thiat tiie R-anyf were reilnants
of the Israelites ftnd thiat "lthe be-
lief of ..braliain- aLnd tuet traditions
and uisages wvich Muliaiîniad adopt-
ed at Meeca \werv Isi-aeýlitishi, and not
lieathien. Yet wve nmust recognize,
the Haii'f as aîîother Mulizmma-.
dan elenieri t liere asserting i Lsel f
before M'%uliaînniii-d appeared . Tliey
lhad early taken, the xîame 3lolernt,
the believer, froin the root Isami,
''submiissioni." Thiey clainied to be
blindly subinissive to thie coînniaîîds
of God, according t.e tlîeir naie.
Wlhat they were besiles is tie sub.ject
of widely divergent opinion :A
sect, say sonie, wliichi arose under
the influence of the Araibia.,n religions
iii protest against idol-worship anîd
low meorals; a remnaîîatof tiue Israel-
ites, say others, \vlio mnade thieir wvay
inte Arabia in the tiînes of David
and again in the days of Nebuchad-
nezzar. Itigh-lt see-i axt first glanxce
of littie import, -%vio or wlhat they
wvere, but it is not so. The question
wliether Mlîaînîn iiitaanîsni wvas inere-
ly a natural and national reforma-
tien. is involved in this, in part, as
a priîuary question. Was there ai-
ready a revoit iii the lie-art of the
people against the abuses of idolatry?
1-Iad Arab culture reached a. stage
wvhere the secret thoupg1ît of the best
people deinianded soniiethîngi purer,
less gross, less offensive; a siînpier,
truer recognition of God and ethical,
gocdness?

Judaisnî and Cliristianity liad con-
tributed to the Arab stock of ideas
those of revelation and thie moral
governnment of God, and hiad iintensi-
fied at leýast, the doctrine of the unity
of God, even if %vesuppose tlîat, un-
dlerlyilg- this Arabian. polytheisrn
there wvas the apprehiension, Of it al
the Nvilile.

Wals MNuhiatînnadlanisiii sirnpiy a re-
turn te tie primitive faiLli, as Con-
fucianismn was to the )riDmitive
doctrine for wvhichi the Arab inid
ývas% ready, or Nvichl, ini fact, wvas
evolved by tie national 1heart and
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