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One after another of the assumed specialities of nuan, and bis dlaims
to a distinct classification in animatcd nature, is being ruthlossly swept
away, in the inarvellous rovolutions of modern science. hllflchel dis.
eusses the steps by wbîch lic bccaine a biped. Darwin follows down,
from cl«an extrcmcly reniote period, his baif-hunuan ancestors," trans-
forrning the imitative growl of the first unusually wise ape, into the
varicd tones and cadences of the inupassioncd buinanorâtor. Cuvier's
assuniption for maxn of a distinct ord'er, cqually apart froin Quadrumana,
and Cheiroptera, as from ]3rachiopoda or Gasteropoda, bas long since
been challengcd; and as for bis Bimana, it is -less in favour now, than
his classification of the medieval Dcvi], by nieans of the indispensable
horns, tail and hoofs, as "ea graniinivorous animaàl." The most con-
ccded to bis Bimaiza in the levelling process of scientifie revolution, is
a place ini the saine order with QuadrumanaÀ, under a comnuon titie of
'Primates. Can anything more definite bc muade of au order of Uiimana.2
ls mani, with only rare and purely exceptional cases, right-handed;
and does he aloaèé, and. invariably, vanifest this preferential uise of tbe
rigbti linib ? The anâwer to those'questions niy prove to have a valuie
in relation to more couprebiensive enquiries.


