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The * Rights” of the Shopman.

In the cowse of a speech delivered at 8 great meeting on
bebalf of the early closing movement, held in the City Hall,
Glasgow, a few days since, the Rev, Norwnan MtLeod
observed :—¢ It is not only good for the mind, but for the
soul, this early closing movement ; and it is not only good
for the bodies, and minds, and the souls, of the young men,
but it is goed for the employers themselves. 1t s good to
their consciences, for these don’t upbraid them with the
oppression of the labouter. It is good for the cashbooks, for
tge have afforded their young men_the means of improving
their morals, and establishing rectitude of principle. Jtis
good for ministers, We depend upon young men. To
whom do we look for Sabbath school teachers, for collectors
and for the energetic agencies and operations of the church ?
Chiefly to the ycuager portion of the population—to the
young men, and young women, of the city. But it is
absolutely necessary to meet them in classes, and lectuyes;
and we feel it incumbent upon us to appeal to the employers
for their own sake, for the sake of the young men and

women, for the church’s sake, for Christ’s sake, to let the| .

young people go free. But it is not only for your good, as
human beings, it is your right to have more liberty. Itis
your right to be happy. No person has a right to diminish
your happiness. And what diminishes yonr happiness? The
late shopper drops in easily at the twelfth hour—looks at
your goods—speaks of their colour, but never thinks of
yours ; asks if it wears well, but never thinks whether you
will wear well ; says it looks rather thin, but does not con-
sider that you, too, look rather thin ; no, no, on the contrary,
you are expected to be spruce and cheerful—for that, of
course, i8 a more comforfable thing for your customers ; and
all the while, though your back may be brezking, and your
bead racking after the toil of the livelong duy, with oceans
of silks and fathoms of ribbon passing through your hands.
QI this the fair custemer has no thought. Her sole conside-
ration is how she may strut and founce to tho best advantage,
and what particular piece of goods will best bring about this
desired effect. But you have a right to the consideration of
the public. 1t is in vain to tell me that you will abuse your
liberty. I may not spend my time well, but is that any
reason why I should be locked up? The idea is intoletable.
Why should you not bave a right alter your day’s work,
when you have given fair labour for your wages, to close

our wincotws and lock your shop-door, and return to your

omes, end indulge in the pursuits of learning—or luxuriate
among the sweets of poesy—or see how the world is moving,
and what it is doing—or play the fiddle if you please, there’s
no harm in it—or talk with your mother, or btother, or
sisters, or your sweetheart if you like, and you’ve got one.
Has = draper no right to a sieetheart? is all this luxary of
mind and affection merely the employers’? By no means—
it’s your right too; and those who would deptive you of it
are equally ctuel and unjust, Well, now, how is this evil
fo be cured 7 I believe it will be cured by the good sense
of the Drapers themselves. If they are slow to move
with the age, the public must give them a hearty shove,
The public must make it a positive duty to encourage those
chiefly who attend to the comfott of their employees, and to
enter no ehop after the reasonable hour of sbutting.  And if
i, or any one belonging to me, should in a brown study slip
into your shop after that hour, I hope you will teke me by
the shoulders and tell me I have made s great mistake, and
that I had better not come there again.”

Hew Method of Lighting Churches.
tn the new Reformed Dutch Chureh in Seventh-aveaue,
detween Tweifth and Thirteenth-streats, there are arranged jn
the ceiling, in the formn of anellipse, twenty-four gas-burners
concealed by shides during the day, so that you see no
gas fixtures. Behind each of these is a reflector, so adjusted
as (o throw the lightdirect!y apon the heads of the audience.

During ewening service, the slides being drawn, a most
splendid light, sivalling that of Sol himself, fills a room sixty
feet wide, seventy-five feet long, and thirty.five feet high,
so that you can see toread with comfort the print of small
psalm-books, and sing with ease from ¢ minion.** The
convenience of this arrangement is, no dazzling globe or jet
pains your eyes, for there is no light on the pulpit, or on the
gallery, or on the side-walls of the church, ~ The comfort is
in its agreeableness to the eye, all being reflected from
above, and equally diffused, and nobody is able to get in
your light, The economy is in the absence of expensive
gas fixtures, which are a nuisance during the day, and an
eyesore at night, and in the ability to get as much light,
and of a better quality, from nearly one-thitrd of the burners
that are necessary on the old plan. Thisis an improvement
worth looking at, and as the church is open every Sabbath
evening, the pastor baing engaged in a cousse of lectures,
the editors of the Times and its readers would be pleased
with the sight. No notice has yet been taken of this new
arrangemert by the press—probably because it is not known,
In my judgment it is a fine affair, and, when seen, cannot
fail of being admired.—New York Daily Times.

A Song for the Ragged Schools.

To work, to work ! ye good and wiks,
Lot  ragged” scholars grace yourschools,
Erc Christian children can arise,
‘They must be trained by Christian rules.
We aek ne fragrance from the bud
Where canker.vermin feeds and zeigns,
Weo sack no health-pulse in the blood,
Where poison runneth in the veins,
And can we hope that harvest fraits,
In living bosoms can be grown,
That palms and vines will fix their roots,
YWhere only briars bave been sown 3
Man trains his hound with watehfvol care,
Before ha trusts him in the chase ;
Man keeps bis steed on fitting fare,
Before he trics him in the raco;
And yet ho thinks the human soul,
A meagre, fierce agd untaught thing,
Shall heed the writ{en Law’s control,
And soar on Reason's steady wing.
Oh, they who aid not by their gold,
Or vuice, or deed, the helpless ones,
They who with reckless brain withhold
Troth’s sunshine from our lowly sons;
Shall they bo blameless—when the guilt
Of rudeand savage hands is kaown;
When crime is wrought and birod 1s spilt—
Shall the poor sinnor stund alone ¢

Darc we condemn the hearts we leave
Tu grope their way in atjzet gluom,
Yet conscious that we help to weave
The shroud-fold of Cotruption’s loom ?
Shall we send forth the poor and stark,
All rudderless on stormy sees,
And yet expect their spirit-bark,
To ride out every tetnpest breeze 7
Shall we with dim short-sighted eyes,
Look on their formns of kindred clay,
And dare to trampic and despiso
Our gharers in & * judgment day 77
Obh, narrow, blind, and witiess preachera ¢
Do wo expeot the * ragged" band
To be among Gud’s perfect creatures,
While we rofuso the helping band ?
To work, to work ! with hepe and joy,
Let us bo duing what we can ;
Beuer build schosl-soome for ** the boy,”
Than ccils 2nd gibbets fer “ the man,”?
To work, to work ! ye rich and wise,
Let © rapged” childien claim your cree,
‘Till those whoa yicld Crime®s jackal crics

Have tea:n.d the toucs of peace and prayer,
Erizs Coox.



