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Ve do nat think i necersary to eaufion you against the absurd
custom of introducing wine, brandy, &c , amongat tho rejuicing<
ol Ghristmas and New Year's Day 5 endeavor to inetil your own
impre uposs this point into the minds of others; celc.

NEW YFAR.

The rovolutions of tuac again give us an oppurtunity of pro
senting out salutations to the readers of the Advacale ; may the
gear on which we have justentered bea happy onedonll ! Forone
year we hava travelled it company in the path of life, and, it is hop.
od, ous intercourae han yickded both cntertainment and profit. The
porivdicat visits of the Advacale’to your dwelling, an2 tho I.~ors
_ho has reat o you, hava cliceeed the buurs of leisure, decpenod
your conviction of the truth and impostasce of aus great grinciplos
tntal abstinence from all intozicating liguors, and quickened
vour zeal to publish it,  Thus far then, the result of our connoxion
hias been beneficinl buth to yourselyes and to others,

In reviewing onr own labonrs we fecl no dispositinn to speak
boastingly, yet thiv much wa can affin that ** we have ppoken
evil of nn man and have said nothing cnlculnied to inflame the
passions of any individunl, or disturh the peace of sacicly 5 on the
contraty, the tendency of our whale discaurse has been to discou-
rage vice, cepecially the gant viee of intemperance, and the mie.
chicvous curtoms that lead to it ; to pronote sobricly and industry
to xpread intclligence, and thereby to sccure the good of the cont-
mumiy at large.  We have instructed the farmer how to enltvate
his ficlds, and increase his stock; we have reminded parents of
the importance of attending to the education of their chifdren
we have instrucied the mechanic how 1o preserve lus carnings and
keep out of debt; and we have shown to 2ll that the practice of
deami-driuking is & bad onc m every senee, bad in medicine, for it
injurcs the health, as the head and stomnch of a drunkard declare,
the murning after a carou<al; bad in econnmics, for it dissipates
tho weaith, as his cwpty pusse us incontestibly proves; bad in
marals, (or it leads to quotschling, swearing, licentiousncrs, and
almast every othier vice, as the police reports testify 3 and bad in
religion, fur « hardens the conscicnce and ruins thic soul.  We
can remeaber no lesson which we would wish tu retract, and it
is impossible that their effects, so fir as they are legitumate, can
be to us a eonrce of regret.

The Advocate asks yonr assistance fur this year aleo, persuaded
that if you have derived any benefit from it, you will feel yourset!
under an obligation to assist in cstending the same benefit to
others. The Advocute 13 properly your paper, and a means, in
sour hands, of dissominatmg the principles and the blessings of
genuine temperance. It is an exponent of the principles and
operations of the various Temperance Socicties throughout the
Province, by which they hold enmmunion with the public mind,
and cxer tan influence upon i, favorable to theiwr cause. It has
therefore & claim tothe countenance and support of every disciple
of terpeance in the land.

In the course of the past yeur we have done much good, for we
acknowledze with gratitude, that we huve not lubored so long
without encouragement ; but if the nbove claiin were more gene
rally fell and responded to, how much greater he amount of goad
we may be able to accomplish this year. Reader, there asc yet
many drunkards to be reclaimed, many prejudices to bo overcomer
and many wistakes to be correcied on the subjcel of inmemper.
ance; we canuot do this without your help aud co-operations
will vou give, or withhi~!d it?  If ot had been zealous and faith.
ful, during thg last twelve months, how many families are theres
now {n miscry, that would have kept as happy 2 New Year's
Day, at this time, 0s yoursclf ?

bratc yaur New Year with the ncctar which nature provides,
without mixtare, and seithout charge ; and provo to others that
you ¢an bo happy, without haviug tecourso to thoso ficty stimu.
lants, that so frequcntly turn juy wito sorraw,  What incensis.
tency ! for men to wish onc anather « kappy new yeur, sl at the
samo time, gnzzle away at that bisuor, which is one of the most
powerful means of rendering man's duys and yoats unhappy.

THE WOOD cut.

Ever studious to please, the readers of tho Advrcate will per-
ceive that we have added an embellishment to the tile page of
this volume.  The fignre in the centre, may be regarded as em-
blematic of the hope with which tlus, and cvery good enterprise
should be proseculed, and, which, leaning upon a strong anchor,
and not a foundation of sand, encourages the most sanguine ex-
pectations of success  She stands, most appropriately, on the
bauk of a rivee, and the bappy sunle on lier countenauce, as well
as the flowers and foliage on her left hand, may be associated
with its pure and heahih inspinng mfluences.  ‘The sca exhibiis
the exfent of our enterprize, fo; 1 covess the whole earth; and
the Ship upon its busam i casryin,gs newher alcohsl nor gunpato.
d>r, but some blessed message of peace 10 gladden bemghted
nations.

AN OBJECTION ANSWERED.

A professing Christian said to a friend, who was just gong to
address a ‘emperance mceting,  Cun yon not he Seripturolly
temperale, without joining o lemperance society, or going ta
their mectings 2 Tuorder to show the true weight of this objec-
tion, or rather its waut of weight, let us apply it to something
else than the temperance society : * Can we not be Scripturally
friends of Christiun migsions wethent joining a missiondry so-
Ziety, or going to theirmeetings 7 How would this question be
answered? Every conscientions Chitistian wouldeay, No!  ¥f
there were no missionary socielies in existence, it would not be
my duty fo join them, but since they have teen formed, and sigce
they are the most eflectual means of spreading the blessings of
Christianity throughout the world, 1 cannot as a consistent man,
vemain neutral, much fess stand aloof from them ; I must assist
them in their work.”

Just so is it with the cause of temperarce.  Sociehes have
been formed for checking the fearful progress of intemperance
they are the most efficient organisation for this purpose now in
existence 3 and ne wan can be held o be tully discharging his
duty, ta the church end fo the world, as a consistent friend of
sobriety, who stands aloof from these societies. In Scriplure
times, there were no such societies in being, but the case is
vow very different, and the change of circumstances effects a
similar change in the obligation. Neutrality can no more be
alfowed in the one case than in the other. As a Christian, lam
fit only bound to practise Christianity, butflo endcavor to spread
it in the most efficient way; and as a friend of Temperance, |
am not only bound fo practise it, but to endeavor to spresd it, to
dispel mistakes that may exist respecting it, to warn against
customs that are found 1o be most pernicious (o it, and to try to
do all this, in the most effectual way. | -




