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THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD

The Subbaty School
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

February 10th.] B.C. 896, (2 Chron. xiv. 22.
JEHOSHAPHAT HELPED OF GOD,

GOLDEN TEXT:—* B.lieve in the Lord your God,
00 ehall ye be establizhed ; belicve his prophets, so
#hall ye prosper,—Verse 20.

Howx Rrapines —M. z_bhron. 20:1-13. T. Pa.
83:1-18. 'W.2Chron. 20: 14-25. Th. P8 136: 1-:6.
F.2 Kings 3: 4-27. S, 2 Chron. 2v: 26-37. S. 2
Chron. 21: 1-20.

It is always important to read the context, amd
compare parallel passages : especinily and obviously
80 as regards this lesson. In last chapter we left
Jehoshapbat well employed, reforming his king-
dom. While thus engaged, he hears of a sudden
and unprovoked invasion of Moabites and Ammo-
nites in strong force—from beyond the sea: i.e. the
Dead Sea. A powerful confederaoy, distinctlv re-
ferred to in Ps. 83: 6-8. The tide of popularity,
always fickle, turned against him. Previous tothis,
the neighbouring nations had feared Jehoshaphat,
Ch, 27: 10, but, since his affinity with the house of
Ahab, they lost whatever respect they had for him ;
now Jehoshaphat is in fear of them, v.3: and not
without reason—he had been told that there wus
wrath upon him from before the Lord, Ch.19: 2.
But the name of the Lord is a strong tower, Prov.
18:10. The fear of the Lord, while it enables us to
trust in God, does not make us fold our hands, Heb-
11:7. With him came out all Judah ** toask help of
the Lord” bringing with them their wives and
c{u’ldren, by way of strengthening their appeal : for
did not God spare Nineveh for the suke of the little
ones ; Jonah 4: 11. Jehoshaphat's prayer is a model
one—short and pointed, v, 6-12. His familiar allu-
8ion 0 Abraham, v. 7, is referred to in James 2: 23.
It conoludes with an acknowledgement of entire
dependance upon God. JarazixL,anotherunkaown
prophet, unexpectedly appears on the scene. While
the king was yet speaking God heard, and lo, the
answer ulreuﬂ'! See Isuiah 65 : 24, and Daniel 9:
20. He was a Levite, of the sons of Asara. In Ch.
29: 30, Asaph i3 called a scer or prophet. He wasa
psalmist as well, for twelve of the Psalms bears his
name, Pa. I, a.n& all trum the 73 to 83, inclusive: a
skilled musician, too: the choir-leader ot Israel in
his day, His ical talent d ded to his sons,
1 Chron, 25: 1, and was perpetuated through many
geunerations, Neh. «: 34, Jahazicl's message similar
to that of Moses at the Red Sea, Exo, 14 :13. *‘Stand
still and see tho salvation of God*’—a greater exer-
cise of faith than if he bad said * advance and
smite,” Jehosbaphat so understood it, aund, ad-
mounished his people to believe God and his pro-
phets. They rejoiced together in the promise as
tully as though it had already been performed and
went forth singing the 126th psalm.

LearN that faith inspires a man with true courage.
The heart that trustsin the Lord is kept in merfect
peace. Praise was an important part of Jewish
worship and should have a promivent place_in the
services of the sanctuary now. All should join in it,
hear.ily, Ps. t7: 6. Itis fit em&I&rmentlormnle,
Pa 148—and is acceptable to , Heb. 13: 15-1n
Those who are endowed with musical talents should
consecrate them to the Lord’s service. The con-
clusion of the Lord's prayer teaches us “‘in our
prayers to praise God.”

February 17th.] B.C.8t6. [2Chron. xxiv: 4-18.
JOASH REPAIRING THE TEMPLE.
GOLDEN TeXT :—Joash was minded to repasr the

house of the Lord.”—Verse 4.

Houx Reapings.—M. 2 Chron. 22 : 1-12. T, 2
Chron. Z3: 1-11. W. 2 Chron. ¢3:12-21. Th. Ps. 76:
1-12. F. 2 Chron, 24 : e-li. S. Ps. 84 : 1-12, 8.2

Chron. 24 : 15-27.

A period of 86 years intervened between the
vietory recorded in Ch. 2u: 22-25, and the death of -
Jehoshaphat at the age of tt. His eldest sor JkBo-
RAM, joint ruler with his tuther tor two years, suc-
cceds hiw ,and reigns, Lot well nor wisely, eight
years, Ch, 21. G, He hated his brethren, probably
tor the same reason that Cain hated Abel, and for
that reason slew them all with the sword. But woe
unto bim that toundeth a kingdom in blood | Hab.
2;12. Though warned by a letter from Elijah and
threatencd with the very punishment that actually
overtook him, be did his best to undo all the good
his tather had done, by re-establishing idolatry and
other abuminable Leathen practisee. He forfeited
the respect ot his people, departed without besng
desired, Ch. 21 ; 2v, died a miserable death, and was
buried in wn unhonoured grave. AHaziABsucceaded
hiw, his one quahficution for the throne was that of
primogeniture. The history of his brief reign, ot one
yeur, is summed up 1u two cluuses, Ch. 22: 3-4. So |
much for uuholy alliances. Read carefully {rom
Ch. 20 2v 1o Ch. 231 21

Juasg.~ Little Joash, whom a piour aunt pre-
vented trom beiug murdered aloug with his bre-
thren, Lh. 22: 1i—who had been hid for six years in
the house of God—was crowned at 7 yenrs of age, and
duly proclumed—""God save the king,” Ch.23: 11,
Nutura ly well-disposed, so loug as he had the ex-
cellent high-priest for bis prime mimster,he did that
which was right, v. 2. One of his tirst public acts
was to restore the temple which had talien into dis-
repair. ithad been plundered by Egyptians and
Arabs, and bis wicked mother Athalish had taken
its foundation stones to build her idolatrous temple
of Baal. Mark ber end, Ch, 23:15. Joush's youth-

ful enthusiusm exceeded that of old Jehoida, v. 6,
And how metuodicully he went about 111 The st
apnual contributivns were to be duiy collected and
overseers appuinted, Exo. 3U: 1> and Lev. <o 1-8.
‘Iuis proving suflicient, Joash orders u chiest to be
made - the vriginal pattern ol the modern imssion-
a1y box—and proclumntion made thut the pevpie
Gring their coutributions ; which they did, gcheer-
tully, and gatbered mouey ‘'iu abundance;  coin-
pare ¢ Kings Ch. 14 1he tlinds were kept soparale
= for repairs, and ordinary expenees, suggesting the
propriety ot 8pecial collectivns for rpecial purpuses,
and disallowing the not uncowmon plea thut,because
money is required to build ur repair chuiches, ade-
quate provision canuot be made for the support of
ordinances. This should be done and the otuer not
lett und Joush sh his peuple how to do
both.

*The money that every man was set at,’” seems to
suggest that under the Christian dispensation & pro-
fession of religion should be tollowed, asa matter of
course, by a voluntary dedication of a fixed pre-
portion of our means tor Christian purpses—an 1doa
that cannot be tv0 soon impressed upon the minds
of children.




