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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

Pebruary 1th] B. C. 896. [2 Chrori. ii. 22.
JEHOU5I&PIAT IIELPEDI 0'F G<)D.
GOLDENx Tr:-" l. laeVe in the. Lord pou r Cod,

Do gcAti ie b tih~ealjxh#.d ,belicre lie jaropa'ete, 9
#hllo proaper, - Verse 20.

HlOME RicADiNOs -M. 2 Chrori. 20: 1-13. T. Pi.
83 : 1 -18. W.-2 Chron. 20: 14.-25. Th. Pa 136: 1-Ji.
P. 2Kinrs 3: 4-27. S. 2 Chron. 2U : 26-37. S. 2

It is always important to rcad the context, aud
compare parallel passages: espeeially sud obviously
Bo as regards this lesson. Iunllut chapter we left
Jehoshaphat well employed, reforming hie king-
dom. Wloile thue eugaged. hie hears of a euddeu
and uuprovoked invasion of Moabites and Ammo-
niten in strong force-from beyoud the ses: i. e. tht
Dead Ses. A powerful ooufederaoy, distiuctlv re-
ferred to in Po. 83: 6-8. The tide of popularity,
always fiekie, turned againet him. Prevîcus tothis,
the neighbouriug nations lied feared Jehoshaphat,
Ch. 27*: 10, but, si nce hie affiity wi th tht bouse of
Ahab. they lest wbstever respect they had for bum;
now Jehoshaphat is in fear of thexu, v. 3: sud not
,eithout reason-he had beeri told that there trUc

weratk upoi lim (rom bt-fore thse Lord, Ch. 19: 2.
But the riame of tht Lord le a strong tower. Prov.
18: 10. The fear of thse Lord, while it eriables us to
trust lu God, dots not make us fold our bauds, Hob-
11:7. Witb bum came out ail Judah "toaek hclp of
the Lord" briugiug with theni their wives sud
children, by way of streugthening their appeal: for
did not God spare Niueveh for the salke of thse (jte
ote@; Jouab 4:11. Jrhoehaphaî's pt-oct-r isamodel
ore-sbhort and poiuttd, v, hta 2. Ils famuliar allu-
sion tu Abraham. v. s, l8 referred to ini James 2: 23.
It counludes witb an acknowitdgenient of entire
dependauce upuu God. JAî'szi siii nother unknown
prophet, uutexpectedly eppears ou tht scene. Wbile
the king wa y et speaking God heard, and Io, tht
auswer aireadyl zSee Isatiab 5: 24. sud Daniel 14:
%U). lie was a Levite. of the sous oif ASAPa. lu Ch.
29: 3v, Aaî,hiascalieda seer or prophet. Ht was a
pasimiat as weil for twelvt of the Pealme bears hie
name, P&. il anal ail f rom the 7à to 8à, inclusive: a
skilîed mnusîcian, tov: tht choir-leader o! li4ratlinl
his day, ies musical talent deecended f0 hiesqous.
1 Chron. 25~ - 1sud was ptrpetuiated through many
generatione, Reb. o: 44 . .ehazriei'e meassrage similar
to that oaf M~oses at the Red Sois, Exo. 14 .13. "Stand
stili sud se the salvîstion of tiod"-a grenter exer-
cae of faitb than if he bad said "advance sud
&mite." Jehoshaphat se undtrstood iL, and,' ad-
mouisbed bis people Lu helieve <Jod sud hie pro-
pheta. They rMjoiced together iu the promise a.9
tully as tbough iL bad already becu performed sud
went forth singing tbe i316th pmalin.

Lgasis that faith inspires a mari wif b truc courage.
The heart that trusts in the Lord io kcpt lu perfeot
=eoe Praise vas au important part of Jewigh

vouip and shoubd have a prominent place lu tht
services uf the sancLnary'nov. Allshould joini luiL,
hearily. Po. t,7: fi. it ie fit empIoymeut foraugels,
Pu 148-and is acceptable to God, Heb. 8 15l-11,
Those vho art endowed witb musical talents abouIJ
eonsecrate them to the lArd'a service. The con-
clusion of tbe Lord's prayer toachea un "in our
prayers to praise Ufod."

February 17th.J B. C. 8f6. [2 Chron. uxiv: 4-13.
JOA14H ICEPAIRiNG TUE TEMIPLE.
GoLDEN TEx? :-Jooals tenu misrded te repaireh*A

aoiue ofith. Lord.",-Verse 4.

HOME REÂDiNoi.-M. 2 Chron. 22 : 1-13. T. 2
Chron.e: I-il. W.2Chrori.z3:12-21. Ih.-P..76:
1-12. F. 2Chron. 24 : Z-14. S. PB. bli: 1-12. 8.2
Chron. 24: i-é

A pe rioCi of 36 y tare intervened between the
victory reoorded in C2h. 2»: 22-25, and the death of
Jeho8haphat attbaage ofu. Ilis eldeosonJuao-
iLAM, joint ruler with his fiaher for two ) ears, suo-
ceudit him &anda reigîie, iot well rior «Ws.eiy, eigtl
yarr, Ch. 21. (j. lie, hated hie brethren, piobabli'
for the sain£ reason that Cain hated Abel, aud for
thatreason elew themual with tht sword. But woe
umto hiui duat ioundeth a kingdom in blood 1 Bah.
2; 12. Though warned by a letter from Eliiah and
threatenstd with the very punishment that actutllY
overtuuk him, bo didbia best to undo ail the good
hie father had done, hy ru-establishing idolatry and
other abominable heatheni practisee. lie forfeited
the respect ut hie peuple, dq,«irted without being
dcuirc-d, Ch. 21 ; 2té, died a mieerable deatb, sud waa
buried in an unhunoured grave. AHsAzIÂR succeeded
hiui, bie ont qualfieaitiua fur the thrune waa that of
primogoniture. The hiztory of his brief reigri, of one
yeur, is sumned U9 lu two clauses, Ch. u4: 3-4. Bo
much for uuob alliances. ltead carefuUy froni
Ch. yo,. z t wch. 2z: 21.

JuÂ8H.- Littie Jvuah, whom a pioue aurit pie-
vented trous being murdered alouig with hie bre-
thren, th. Z2: il-wlhu had been hid for six years in
the bouse of t3vd-was orowued at 7 years or agt, and
duly prcaîe-i udcve the king," Ch. 23: 11.
Natura ly Well-dibpos3ed, su loug ad hu had the ex-
collent high-prieât lorbîs prime miuisterhe did that
which wad ri 6ht, v. 2. oue of hie tirât pubic acts
a tu restore thic temple which had tallen into dis-

repair. lthad been plundered by Egyptiaris and
Arabe, and bie wicked mother Athaliah had taken
its fuundatiun atones to build hier idulatrous temple
of Baal. Nlark ber eud,eCh.Zbs: lu. Jo.,8h's youth-
fui enthiuiasm exceed that of (bld Jehuida, v. 6,
And huw inettiodically hie weîît about iL! 1ihe a
anfluil cuiitributiuii.4 wec tube duiy collected and
overqetresiiipuiutte, Exu. 3u:L. aiid Ley. i-: 1--8.
'.biis prvving îuistifhcient, Joash oriserâ a cheet to be
mnade the original pattern oi the imiodern mission-
ai), box-sou iîoCiufiiatiOiI made, that the PeuPie
briou their coutrtbutione; wtiih tbey dîd, uheer-
f uily, and gathered mviity -in abunafet ," com-
pare 4 Kiugb Ch. tz ihu ilinde were kiept.4uparlto
-for repaire, aund urdinîîry expenêes, ruggestiiig the
propriety oi special cullectiolie iur epeciai plirPuseb,
sud disallowii the Dot uneumon pi ta thattCailst
mouey je requîred tu buid or repair chuicehts, ade-
quate provibion canuot be made lor the su.port of
ordinauces. This îshuuld be doue and the utier net
bcit undune. Joasbà shewed hie peuple bow tO do
both.

*The money that every mari was pet at," seeme te
augçest that uuder the Christiani dîsperisation a pro-
fession of religion sbould be ioiiowed, sas ainatter of
course, by a voluutary dedicatioii ca a fixed pre-
portion of our means for Christian purp(ses-au ides
that cannot be ttuo soon impresaed upon the midé
of children.


