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THE CHURCIL AT HAYTL

Ox Monlay avening a lecturs on the Religious
Wants of Hayti” was delivored at tho chapel of St.
Jolin’s Church, Brooklyn, by the Rev. Jas. Theodore
Holly, a coloured clergyman of the Church, My
Holly intends dulivering a series of lectures on this
subject, with & view 1o preparing the way fora mis-
sinary enterprizo among tho Haytiane, Ilis ohject is
in every way deserving of encouragement, though we
wers orry 1o find the attendance very small on the oc-
~awion of his opening lecture,

‘Lhe rovorend gentleman taok for his text the fol.
wing words of Holy Seripture: » Surely the isles
shall wait for meS—Imial Ix. 9. In order to un.
lerstand tho religious wanty of & people, he began,
it is first necesenry to know thoir religious condition,
e would therefors take a cursory glance at the state
Wreligion in Hayti, as a preliminary to bis subject,

Lough the Haytian peoplo avs not by any means to !

bs eatirely classed among heathen idolaters, yot they
passess but the dim light of Christian evangelization,
recaived through the polluted stream of Romaniam.
And ceven the empirs of relipious supremiacy amony
them is divided with this doubtful form of Christianity
by educated scopticism on the one hand, and iguorany
fetichivm on the other., The fact is, that the Haytian
people were once a vast community of slves, torn from
the bosom of Africa, their fatherland. Of course when
they were brought to the island of Hispaniola they
were at the very bottom of the scale of social, intelfec.
iual, aud religious advancewent. They brought with
them the religious superstitions and practices of that
ancient land of datkness. And as the relizivus pre-
judices of a pesp'e, no matter how abowinable and ab-
surd, aro tho very fast inharitange that they surrender
—holling them even above lite, it is ot surprising
that they perpetuated them with an unyielding purti-
naeity, from generation to generation, until a remnant
of tho same is still found ameng their descendants,
alter a lapso of three hundred sears from the (ime
that they were first brought from the beniglhted shores
of Africa. The religious practivns of the masses of
Hiyti bhave becoms a compound of heathenism and
corrupted Christianity. Ilence, on the Sabbath, after
participating in the ceremonial observances at Roman
Catholic tewples, in tho forepart of that holy day, they
assemblo togethier in the afternoon acd ovening cf the
same day, in portable tents, and celebrate by danc-
my and singing tho leathen mysteries of Africa.
Such, lie added, is a pictu=2 of the religious and moral
vulture that tho llaytiau peopic bave derived from
their contact with their French and Spanish mastere.
But the religions perversion of the 1aytians does
9t stop bere, he continued.  About the time when the
dreadful revolution of Hayti took place, which resulted
in the annibulation of Frencl; sovereigniy in the ishand,
France was infidel—scoffing and atheistica] philcso-
hers accupied her seaty of lezrning and dvected Lor
public press.  Under this baneful and pernicious infly-
ence, many of the men of coleur of that colony were
educated, and formed the leadng and influentia! class
of Hayti after her indepondence. And the venom
they had imbibed had Leen perpetuated to the present
day in Hayti. ‘Thus, when Hayti bad thrown off the
appressive political yoke of Fance, her people were
still in thrail by the tripls chain of Romanism 2ng
scepticism, mingled with fetichisu, But of these thres
clements the tendency towards Chris:ianily.had been
the greatest. The African character s Jecidedly refi-
gious; it is therefore impossible to make him an out
and out atheist. ‘The Roman priesthood had no influ-
ence whatever over the intelligent partion of the peo-
ple, who entirely deserted the temples of religion—ex-
«ept on occasions of state, when the official dignitarics
and iafluential portion of the populace go as a matter
af form. Oa other occasions, none but simple-minded
females and a few ignorant buy well-meaving men fre-
quent Mass, or cherish much teverence for the minis-
trations of tho Chaurch, even on the Sabbath, whilt
the more intollizent amuse themselves at social partics,
ory in true Voltairian style, they frequent ang spend
their time at their clubs and lodges on Sunday, in the
vxcesses of mirthful conviviality. Truly wight he ex-
claim, in similar languago to the Scripture chosen for
his text, Truly, O Lord, this isle waits fur Thee! This
isle Las long awaited the advent of zalons sad Apos.
tolic missionaries from & Chureh fully awakened to the
Tespousibilities of her Giosepl commizion; but they
have awaitod so long in vain, Amid the gloom of
such a staty thore wers yet gleaws of Eope, Fim,
*hopld be noticed the standing provision in the Con.
gutution of Hay i, which acsords free toleration of the
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exercise of oll religioue worship within hor tarritories,
notwithstanding that Roman C tholicism is made the
religion of the State. But it was not alona by passive
provitions written on parchment, that these peoplo had
openad their doors for the heralds of n reformed faith,
They manifested an sotive desire for a better state of
things by the employment of Protestant teachers in
thieic government schoole. Added to these, was the
already extensive circulation of the Haly Seriptures
among the inhabitante. * QN Christiar,,” be urged,
“slall these merciful provisiens bo lorger neplected
and contemned ? 1 hope not; and, ih the ardour of
my hope, 1 trust that 1he day has ot last dswned for
the work of evangelization to b commenced in Hay1i,
with earnest and vigorous cfTort”  “The tev. gentleman
adverted to another circumstanco, whick he considered
8s offering peculiar encouragement, viz., that the pre.
tent Emperor wasa very liberal man towards Protes-
tants, and was even supposed to b secretly in favour
of the success of Protestant mwissionary efforts in bis
domitions, The Protestant wissionaries in 1ayti en-
Jjoyed hi special favour and protustion, and were per-
mitted to travel at will throughout the island ; whilst,
on the other band, tho winisters of tho cstablishod
religion were not permitted to leave thoir respective
patishes without first obtaining & speeiul permmt from
tho proper government offictals, Thus, that govern-
ment which was cssentially 1oman Catlolic, manifusted
moro confidence in thy integrity of Protestant minis.
ters than in its own clergy, Ths wissionacy efforts of
the scets Lad been active. Thero were no less than
three distinct centres of Protestantiam i the city of
Port au Prince alone, viz., British Weeleyans, Aweri-
can Methodists, and Amecican Baptists.  Schools wero
connceted with the British Wesloyan and the Ameri.
can Baptist Missions. In addition 1o the wmissionary
establishments in Port au Diince, there were two or

threo country out-stations ; thers was alro an indepen-
dent missicnary station in the small town of St. Mar¢'s.
But such ctforts as these were ttally inadequate to
the evapgebzation of Ilayti. « Qh say my Christian
friends,” be excliimed, “do not the pesple who have
emerged, by their own unaided effurts, from the lowest
seale of scuial buing into an independent people—do
not they deserve a better fate 1han to be given over
to a degraded superstition, or a still worss scepticism !
Oh ! American Christians—ye who will compass sea
and land to go elsewhere and make one proselyte, stop
and rcfleet it you are not neglecting an imperative
duty to your black brethren ang revolutionary com-
peers who lay at your door? 1lag not Providerco
siznalized to you, in an unwistakakle manner, by
placing yourselves (who are at the very top ol the
social szale) in contact with those descendants of
Africa (who are at the bottom of the duwe scale), that
Le bas imposed upon you the duty of civilizing and
Christianiziog vour loss fortunate brethren 2 God has
admirably arranged,” Le continued, “that by the fore.
ing of the black blood from the extremties of Africa
into the axpansive heart and lungs of Awerica, it
wight thus be revivified into Chriztian and civilizeg
1fe” Contiquity of position, similarity of destiny,
and Listorical coincidences, ho went on o say, save
the Haytians a strong claim on American sympathy,
Men of colour had not been backward in lending their
aid to America during har own revolution, A legion
from St. Domingo, under Count D'Estaing, bad fught
side by side with American revolutionary heroes st the
battle of Savannab., The most eflectual means for the
furtherance of the boly cause ke came to advocate
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A DAUGUTER OF AlRANnAY,

Leila Ada T— was a young English Jewees who
died n fow years ago, at the age of twenty, in the tri.
umph of Cbristian faith. Sho was highly accomphish~
ed, having recsived such an education as a wealthy
and doting father, would wish to givo to a lovely and
talented daughter. Called by divine graco to thy know-
ledge of salvation by Josus Christ, whose day ber fa-
ther Abrabam rejoiced to see, sho sufferod sbame ang
epittiug (litevally) for his name's sake. The following
account of Lier last moments, extracted from her Me.
moir, published by the Board of Publivation, cannot
fail to beinteresting to the readors of the Record. It
was written by a Christiau female friend.

‘Theclosing scene drow on apaco ; for it was evident
to all that sho must soon dioj indeed shie knew it boer-
self’; and, therefore, she began to give final direetions
respecting the digposal of certain mutters, This was
three days bofore ber death.  After sending some sub-
slantial memventoos of her love and regardto those fam-
ilies on her visiting list, she turned her attention to her
fumnily and peronal friends. Haviug expressed most
of Ler desires concerning these, she rquested that bor
wiiting-desk might bo Placed nvar her. It was done,
Unlocking it sbe took out a number of elegant Bibles
“ Pracious books !’ she exclaimed, as she clasped them
to her throbbing bosout. « O, precious backs ! woula
1 had tead you more ! Dresenting ono to ker maternal
aunt, who was present, she said, ¢ Do accept this token
of wy love for you, and thiy letter, which somo time
ago I wrote for you; and, as you read it, may the Spiriz
of God lead your heart to those bhiesful fountains of re-
pose which have made me so happy! You believe, my
dear aunt, that T am quite happy—that I have no fear
of death~that I am going to beaven ¥’ I cannct
doubt it

¢ Well, then, it is all through the merits of my Lord
desus Christ.  Iis death atoned for my sins. 1 shal]
suon be with bim for ever. ‘Then, iny dear aunt, will
you promise me that my dying requust, that yous will
read these Scriptures of the Old and New ’ estament,
shall be granted ? Her aunt assentad, Thank you,
you make me very bappy ; and £ pray that (jod whown
1 serve, will, of his merey, enligh.ca your undenstand-
ing, to that you may perceive the tiuth, I ap, tired
uow ; I must resta little.

Reviving, ghe 8aid, * Tean say but liitle more.  Then
putting aside several bibles for as many of her rela-
tives, and a letter with each i ‘Let these be civen
with my dying love, tothose to whow théy are dire(-
ted. Say, too, I most earnestly bext of each to read
them, and pray over thew, and to obtain all possitly
Lelp to a knowledgs of the Christiag religion. And
tell them, that with wy Iatest breath, 1 testified, Christ
is precious; that be was with me, pre-eminently wily
me—wlilo passing through the valley of the shadow of
deatb, and that through faith in Christ, T was victori-
ousover death and the grave, and died i lull, perfect
assurance of eternal bliss, But be sure of thie, tell
them plainly, that it was qll through the death of ny
Lord and Suviour Jesus Cirist! Now T st repose.
*Tis slmost fioisked ! Ilep articulation of these pre-
cious sentences was painfully interrupted, so that ¢
say them all, occupied ber some minutes,

The folloving day she requested that pen and jrk
might be Lrought Lo ber, Affectionately clasping ber
Bible, she lcoked once mora upon thoss parts whicl,
she bad marked as having given her special encourage-

would Ve, the waking use of the coloyred people of
the United States as instruments in tho work. In this
way, & class of men would be prepared whose glory it
would be to go znd iduntify thermselves with the dusti-
nies of their heroic brethren of that iasular nation of
the Carribean Sea. © pAng when,” ho coacltded, 4 by
these means, Hayti skall haye risen to a high and lofty
position awmong the civilized and Christian nations of
the caith, posterity may witness, at some futyre and
not far distant day, nationa} em.asarivs issuing from
that people—descendauts of Africa—bearing in their
bands the triple and thrice brilliant flambeaux: of Reli.
gion, Education,and Iadustry, who will cross e track-
less deep 2o their ancient fatberland and rekizdle the
beams of her ancient civilization 2ad Claristianity, and
thus camse Africa agun to rdjoice in ler bundred-

g:ated cities and her six buodred Christian bishops.”—
New Yorl: Churchman,
\\\“\MM\“\“\\\\AM\“\N““\

A rew planet wag tscently discovered by M. Gold-
smidt, at Paris. On the sume duy M. Luther discov-
ered another at Bilk, belonging to the same group,
which now numbers thirty-seven. The former has

oient and enjoyment ; then being supported, she 10k
the pen in her lying hand, and tremulously and dix
Jointedly traced upon the fly-leaf the last words she
ever wrote—* Christ is hoayen !

On the morning of the day on whicl Leila died, she
said, ¢ It will soon be Lnished. Tl y dear father t,
come here’ What a scene! Frionds weeping~—the
youtbful Christian, in beavenly composure, awaiting
the solemn moment of a separation from the body,
Sarely it was the spontaneous outburst of every heart,
¢Is this death 2 Canall thi boly joy and peace be
death? O !1hen, let me die the deatl of the rinh-
teous, and let my last end be like hers Asl looked
upon her placid countenance, I exclaimed exaltingly,
¢ O death ! where is thy sting? O Rrave ? where i2
thy victory *  Gushing sobs broke upon the awfy]
stillneas. .

Her father waq weeping. ¢ Do apt
my dear papa,’ she said, soothingly.
ful to God you will soon be
beayen?

% Then, my precious treasure, you are not deceiyed!
You feel that your religion fully supporte you in

grieve for me,
¢ If you avy faitl.-
bappy with me again in

rectived the name of Atalapte, the latter of Fides.
*

death ?*



