The Cross. i55

Stephen read ; the Letter contained ‘ther,—for at present I can call youso~-
the absulafion of the Sovereign Pomiff. brother, the wishes of a dying man are
1t was signed by Pius VII. himself. It.sacred, and yon capnot refuse the re-
informed the Penitent that his censures quest | am going to make. 1 wish to be
were now removed--that he miight en-. brought to the Chusch, at the gute of
ter the Church and approach the holy which | haye sighed and mourned for so
sacyiments. | long a fime, apd 1o the foot ot that aliar -

The anathema is removed, said Ste-! which I hiave o often looked atwith cyes
phen. Let us return thanks to the | of envy. Oh! for pity’s sake, get this
Lord who has been moved by your re- 1 done ! there is bota momentto luse. 1
pentance.  And he fell on his knees am a poor exile that wishes to breathe
and took the penitents hand. It was | his last in his own country : I am anx-
icy cold: the unfortunate man had |ious to diein the land of promise.
fainted away. ! But you are so weak, replied Stephes,

I ran to call for help. It was with'in avoice byoken by his sobs. T'o-mor-
great difficuity he was brought buck to | row— .
his senses. When he opened his eyes,| To-morrow will be too late cried out
Ab! why did you awake me, said he to the dying map in great pain. Qb my
us in a low voice ; I had such a delight- {Gad ! if [ could only go myself to your
ful dreaszn ! T thought some one had ta- i temple, without any assistence ! '

ken a great weight off iny breast which
had lain on it for many years!

t was no dream, said Stephen gently,
showing him the Apostolic Brief; and
he read it a second time,

When he had finished, the penitent
was so pale that we imagined he was
going to expire. Nevertheless he took
the letter, and pressed it silentiy to his
lips.

My dear friend, said Stephen. your
strength is exhausted ; any further ex-
citement would be dangerous to vou,and
you musi preserve vourself for the new
Rie into which you are about to enter.
I will go and returp thanks to Geod in
his holy temple, because he has been so
mercifvl to yop. Here is a physiciun
who will pay yop every atiention which
your case requires. To-morrow.

The penitept made us a sign to ston,and
after having collected himsclf a little,he
said. I am dying. Don’t attempt to

He made a convulsive effort to callect

i, .
’ his strength, and staggered a few paces.

But his knees tottered under him, und e
{ell into our arms.

Stephen exchapged a rapid look with
the Physician. The latter took-the
penitents hand, and nfter a moments si-
lcnce he said shaking his head. ¢ Yeou
may do what he wishes.” -

The sick man heard this decision'and
clasped the hand of-him swho pronpune:
ed 1t. . \

Stephen then gare the mecessary dic
recions. A htter was brought on
which the peaitent was placed, and we
slowly proceeded in the direction of the
Church . _

When we arrived beperth the parch
Stepben made a signal 10 stop for =
moment, The Penitent prayed with fer-
vour. He beheld the stope un which te
had knelt weeping for o wmpy long
years, the’ pil\‘.ﬁ- against which he had

-1

uften rested his wearied frame, apd the.'v:
image of the Blessed Virgm before" -
which he hed so often prayed. ..At the!
sight of those olfzots his eyes fitled vitd)

deceive me for the few moments T Lava
to live. Oh! it is a great favourof the
Almighty to take me out of {ite, on the
very day I receised my pmxdon! Bro-




