=3 (treat Fire at Dawson.
Information was recelved on Mon-

day last that the new clty of Dawson,

the centre of the Yukon gold coun-

try. had been visited by a most dis-
astrous  conflagration, almost the
entire business portion of the place

Laving been consumed. The first re-

ports of the fire were undoubtedly
greatly exaggerated. TFor lnstance, it
was sald that the Bank of British
North America had lost $1,000,000 in
rold and notes. This, of course, was
alsurd, as the burning of the notes
. f the bank would only represent a
sy cyuaal to the cost of printing the
wtts, while the bullton could bhe
gathered up after the fi-e and would
put 1epresent a serious loss. It was
~td that the vaults of the bank had
proved worthless.  Thils, however, was
later denied by the bouk officials, who
ieperted that the only loss was the
luss of the building, the vaults and
safes belng all right. The total loss
was placed at $4,000,000, but this is

THE COMMERCIAL

Awnless Srome Grass.

Hungarian brome grass has proven,
atter experimenting with it in all
portions of the Northwest, to be the
solution of the problem as to the grow-
ingg ol a grass in the arid and sen.
arld sectlong of the country that will
eurpiss timoghy lor pasture and hay.
It hada’become & very serious question
what would be raised as a substitute
for timothy, and now come reports
from Jowa, Mmnesota, Canada and
different sections of Norshv Dakoti all
confirmatory  This grass does not kill
out by drouth nor is 1t 1n danger from
rather a moist condition of the soil.

It grows from two to fme loet lugh,
is a fme straw with heavy  fuliage,
producing an average of two and o
hall tons of hay to the acere, ranging
as high as four tons, and yielding
dabout 300 poumds of scrd to e acre
weighing 1.k pounds to the bushel, Phe
vutritious propersies are superior to
those of timothy, live stock preferring
it to other grasses after becoming ae-
customed to 1t.—Alert, Jamestown,
North Dakota.
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Manit: bit has «ven wmote weud than
Minncsota of encouraging forestry. If
vur people could be induced to take
it practical interest in this work, the
whole face of the country could be
changed in 2 fow  yoars, and very
mueh for the better av that.

Devt-Dodging Employees.

The followlng circular has baen ts.
sued by the United States treasury
departments: toet

MIn al cases brought to the atten-
tion of this office where clerks or en-
ployees of this departinent neglect to
pay thewr bifls for necessary family
supphies, and creditors srek $0 nforee
their claims by appeals to the rlepart.
ment, the following rules will he ap-
plied : .

“The secretary will not make the de.
pactment an agency for the collection
of debts contractod by its employees
but where & eclerk receiving n st;a.:mf
selary neglects or pleads imability to
piay debts contracted after vhis date
for the necessary support of himself

VIEW IN DAWSON BDEFORE THE FIRE,

tcduced by the $1,000,000 attributed
to the Bank of British North America,
and probably the actual loss will be
found to be counsiderably less than
hall—possibly less than a quarter of
the amount stated. .

T fire of course, will be very dis-
astrous, owing to the fact shat no
msmance was carrled in Dawson, as
the insurance companies have not
Yet undertaken to aceept risks in the
Yukon metrcpolis. The great cost of
getting in supplies to this remote and
comparatively inaccessible place, will
sse make the fire the causo of greet
luss and suffering.  Fortunately the
Lirgs stock of provistons and gencral
merchandise  carried by, the Com-
mercial  company, was outside the
bprned district, and this will enable
the residents to obtaln the necessities
f life unti) new supplies are in.

The fire occurred on April 26 last,
Wit fn the absenct of telegraphic com-
mumeation the news could only be
carried to the outside world by cour-
iers, henee the delay. Stocks of goods
i Daweun would not be large, as no
sippties have been taken in smco last
year. .

Forestry Xdeas.

In his inaugural address Governoe
Lind, of Minnesota, announces himself
a firm believer in forestry reform. e
says: ““So long as nine-tenths of ou v
peupic would rather cut o treo than
plant one time devoted to the discus-
sion ¢f sclentific forocstry is usually
wasted.” e proposes that a plot of
Iand be set apart at cach school house
in the state, on which land she child-
ren shall be taught to plant trees in
a practical way, care for them and
Jove thent,

The governor recommends jegiski-
tiun strengthening still further  the
s of the fire warden; the exten-
sion of ltasca Park as recommended
by the game warden, aud the prohibi-
ticn of the alicnation by tho state of
the fee in the public lands which are
clearly within the permanent forestry
area of the state. e would also have
the state regain title to as much
of such land as can be vecovered on
lansed taxes and otherwise, for the
purpose of adding tu the tracts that
shall in time bo devoted to the raising
of timber because unfit for farming.

and s family, without presenting sat-
isfactory rcasons for such action, the
Cepartment will regard such clerk as
gullty of improper practive, and one
whe cught nog to be retained in pub-
fie sopvier

“When charges of such nasure are
made ana sustuin J oy proper evidence,
the seerotary wiil take actlon {ovk-
ing to the removal of the offending
person. \

“Tins order docs not apply to debts
contracted by parties at a time when
they were not cmployed n this e-
partment.

This is setting a good cxample for
cmployers ol all kinds of layor, Clerks
or other persons receiving fair salaries,
should be made to pay thew debts, and
employers shoud see to 1% that they
de pay their honcst obhgations, or
know the reason why. ‘Mha man wio
tries to escupe payng lus honest debts
1s ntot honest hunsclf and therefore he
I3 not a deswrablc employee. 'Merch-
ants, therefore, have an interest in
:lmo\v;nt{lz W{lcthcrl or not their clerks

re of the class who try to escs H B
Ing thewr bills. v sne)e paay



