THE DRY GOODS TRADE

FASAIONABLE SUMMIMR LINES,

.4 2CULUCG O. THO Clouting aua waen's
JUFLISNIDEGS Uraae of tuls seuson i rhe
gowd cemung j0r all kmds o, vuting
gouds.  dwumer clothwmg s belug
minuctured more extensive,y than
ever.  uvodyg, beycling, voating, ote.,
ah projuise W ada their quota w ihe
wwind.  Uotf boslery ts belug shiown
wm @ greas varlety oi patierns, many
ol wilen are exceedingiy attractive
awl promise w be goou sel.ers. Wash-
ab.e neckwear 18 another tlne that is
vewy suowa in & pumlker of different
styics, wmong which the leaders are
Derbys, ascotts and puffs. In the
more expeasive lines ol silk neckwear
tue Ascott ttod in o pulf shupe und
heid with & pwn secms to be the most
popuiar,

Deulers are ulso showing a  large
range ol berts for ladies' and gentle-
men s weuar.  These are bouna to be
popuiur vhis scason as the styles are
ceciuedty pretty and the prices much
reauced. A takimng line is an open wack,
woven leather belt with large nickle
plate vuckie, made wide for men’s use
and narrower for ladles,

Leaguer braces which have formerly
weess confined to cheap kinds for work-
ing men are being shown in moro ex-
peustve and Tancy styles this seasou.
‘The appearauce of these lnes i8 still
fucther improved by tho use of faucy
metal buckles. Dhe prices run up to
$6.0U per dozen.

Negiigee shirts with soft  unlaund
rled Losoms, cudfs and collars attached
or detuchea In printed fabrics, per-
cales or Madras will be very much
worn.

In trude novelties deulers had a
large sale vhis year for coat and
trousers holders and various devices
for economizing space In closets and
wardrobes anpd for preserving the
shapes ol various kinds of garments.

THE COTTON BOOAL

The feavure of the dry goods crade
this season has been the remarkable
edvance 1 cotton. ‘The Minncapolis
Commerciad Bullotin has the following
tnterview with am autbority on cot-

tons :

“I believe that the cotton market
will continue strong,” sald Mr. Har-
rig, in response to & question. “There
is a great scarcity in  all medium
grodes, especlally in  blacks and
browns, in sheotings, in medium four
vards sneestng and in 64x64 bleached
cottony, cambric linings and denfms of
all kinds. .

“In many lines it 1s very difficult to
get orgers filled within anything ke
a reasouible length of time. A\aany
of the 1arge cotton mills of the coun-
try are sold abead until next Novem-
ber aud are refusing to take orders
for celivery until after that date.

“The advance in the cotton market
since the 1irgt of January has been
upprecedented in my experlence. The
advance on many lines has been at
least 0 per cent, and X should sa;
on general lines it has been between 15
and 20 per cent. I belleve this ad-
vance i3 due to natural conditions and
that will be well sustained. In fact,
1 lovk for still higher markets on some
grades of cotton goods before the end
of the year.

“The raw cotton market contlnues
to advaneo and is very firm, especiatl-
ly in some ot the better grades. Much
of the cxvp fust year was d
ln Barvesting so that it was not avail.

abla for the best quality of goods. Then
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the wot weather and frost damaged
the crop to a very large extent and
the manufucturcrs ol cotton jgoous
have not naan e same supplies to
draw on that they havu had hereto-
fore. t

“] ddo not anticipate thexre can be any
cagler feelimg m the market until after
the new crop o1 cotton Is harvested,
and 1 doubt i there will be much
change then  Until that tine I think
the tendency ©of the market will b2
higher.'

DRY GUODs TRADI NOTES,

Cashmere hoswery 1s  displaying
great strength in eastern wholesale
centres. . l

According to the statistics of the
Stk Aesociation of Milan, Italy, the
total vistble suppiy ot 1aw silk m the
worla on Jan. 31 was 1,037,169 kllous,
agalust 1,659,020 kilos at tho same
date ln 1898, and 2,855,261 kilos In
1897. The average visible supply oa
Jap 31 fop the previcus (ive years
was 2,600,659 kilos. ‘The new crop
will bring o jabulous [igure. Already
4 lixe per kilo has been pald on con-
tracts for unew cocoons. \

A rather curious explanation Is given
for the recent sharp advance in prices
for Swiss cwproideries. 1t was due
to tho sefzure ol o large quantity of
theso goous by the customs authorities
ot New York. ‘The lwmporvors saw
thav they wpere going to b2 some time
gettwng tho goous released, and as a
more rapid means of securing what
they wantea capted repeat orders to
the nakers an  Switzerland. ‘Lhis
causea the makerg to think that the
demana baa inereased and they ac-
cordingly put up their prices.

Diry goous anu clothing merchants
throughout the west are evexry yeas
becoming more progressive and up-to-
date in the matter of displaying goods.
(Most ot the lcaulng stores are guick
to supply themsclves with anytbing
gooo that ofters along this line. This
year. Myron, Mcbridge & Co., have been
offering a cabiuet lor displaying hats,
made so that they can bz closed to
protect tho goous from dust. The
trado has been quick to see the utliity
of this device and the sale has uon-
sequently been Iaage.

THE HARDWARE

ADVANCING PRICES.

The whole tonor of current advices
from the east and south regarding the
various leading lmnes c¢f hardware is
in the direction of further advances.

Makers ot smooth s8teel wire an-
pountel & new price list last week,
which sliows aavances runulog up to
75c on the base price per 100 pounds.
Following are the advaucs. Nos. 2
to 9, 5 fo l0c per 100 pounds, making
the present price $2.45; No. 10, 8¢ on
base; No. 13, 13c on base: No. 12, 20c
on bage; No. 15, 85c on baso; No. 1
45 on base; No. 13, 64c on base; an
No. 16, 75¢ on base per 100 povnds.
Extras as follows: Copperel wire,
§5c per 100 pounds; tinuned wire, S2;
olling, 10c; spestal, hay baling, 30c;
spring wire, 85c; best stecl wire, 7oc;
bright soft drawn, 18c. .

Woou scxrews is another line which
has begu the subject of further ad-
vances. The pew list went into effent
fast Saturday, the old list having been
in for ,ust o month. The new sche-
dule shows advances averaging 15 per
cent. Fonowing are tlhie new dis-
counts: IMiat heaq, bright, 821-2 and
B} pexr ceut off; round head, bright, 7€
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ana & per cont off; flat head, brasy, 75
ana & per cent off; round head, brass,
67 1-2 ana 5 per cent off; round head,
bronze, 67 1-2 and 5 per cent off.
Makers of corrugated tron pipe have
at Jast becn compelled by the high
prices for their r1awv material to in-
angurate an advance wihich is now in
torce. Prices for this ling | are
ay foliows at Loronto: 2, 3,4, 5 and
6 rouna or corrugated pipe, per 100
toet, $3.60, $L0S, ¥0,00, $7.795 and
$9.35 respectively; £, 3,4, 5 and 6 lnch
corrugatoa ehbows per dozen, $1.15,
$1.40, $1.05, $2.45 and H2.85; U0, shees,
$L40, $1.90, $2.45, $285, and $3.60;

2, 8, 4 ana 5 inch vorrugated hooks,
par 100, $3.60, $4.50, $6.00 and $7.60
raspectively.

Lavetrough, has aavanced in Ontario
in sympathy with .other hnes and is
now quotea as lollows at Toronto: 3
inch, $2.80; 4 nch, $2.50; 5 Inch,
$4.00, 6 inch, $5.25,

Aavices from abroad indicate that
cemment {8 very strong and priees are
mly to rule higher this summer than

TARDWARE TRADE NODES.

J. . Shaunon bas sold out his hard-
ware busmess at Glenboro, Man., o C.
Armitage.

Hopper and TFanning are widing
bardware to their implement business
at Newdale, Man.

Smelile Bros. & Co.,
ants, Russell, are putt
plete stock of hardware.

Ed Crouter is buying out McRae's
interest In the hardware business of
MceRage & MceLean, at Gladstone, dMa.

€. F. Wood is putting in @ stock of
l\llardware and harness at Treesbank,
AMan.

At a meeting of stove manufactur-
ers held at Chicago recently, it was de-
cided to raise the price of stoves at
once ab least 10 per cent. This §3 a re.
sult of the lheavy advances in values
of raw materials.

The leading stove manufacturers of
eastern Canada are moviug in  the
direction of increasing the wages of
thelr employees. An advance of 10
per cent will Lo made in moulders'
wages May 1.

oeneral merch.
r in & com-

Trading sStamp Legislation.

A blll now before the Ontario leg-
Islature provides for the regulation of
the trading stamp business.

The bill is described as a bill “for
regulating and licensing persons ex-
ercising the calling or engaged in the
business of selling or atherwise dispos-
ing of trading stamps, or coupons, or
Cealing in gift schemes,” and emn-
powers munieipalities to fix certain
maxbmum sums which these shall pay
for a Jicense to carry on business
within thelr boundaries. Cities having
ing n population over 50,000 may
make a tax of $1,000; cities having a
population of 350,000 or under, $500,
and towns having a population of 5,000
or over, $250. One of the clauses
reads: “This i# not to apply w0 or
prevent merchunds or others frour mak-
ing gifts to their customers or others
purchasing from them as a condition
of their gpurchasing goods up to a
cervain value.

The Educational Journal of West.
ern Canada is the namoe of a new yud-
fication, the March number of which
has recently been issued. The topics
taken up in this number are timely
and should ULe of interest to every
school teacher. Brandon is the head.
quarters of the publigshers.



