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Hontreal Markets.

Flour—Ab the fow prices ruling o number of
ales have been made both in spring and winter
wheat brands, showing that buyers are begiu.
ning to depart from theit hand to mouth mode
of buying. Sales have transpired of 1,000 bags
of straight roller flour at 81.50, 300 Logs at
$1.65, 500 bags at §1.50, and 500 bbls of choice
roller at §3.15 delivered. Sales have slso been
made for eastern account at within tho above
range. On track there have been sales of car
lots of straight roilers at at 83t03.05. A car
load of choico strong bakers was made at 83 45,
and prices range all the way from §3 40 to 3.55,
medium grades selling at lower prices. There
is very little demand for Newfoundland,
and most of the flour for the maritime pro.
vioces is told direct from Oniario mills, The
export trade is very quiet. Wo quote prices
nominally as follows :—Patent spring, $3.60
to 3.756; patedft winter, $3.50 to 3.70; straight
roller, $3.00 to 3.20; extra, $2.75 to 3.00; super-
fine, $2.50 to 2.70; fine, $2.15 to 2.30; city
strong bakers, $3.40 to 3.55; Manitoba bakers,
$3.25 to 3.55, Outario bags extra, $1.35 to
1.40, straight rollers, $1.50 to 1.35; superfine,
81.15 to 130; fine, $I to 1.10,

Feed—Bran continues firm, with sales of car
lots reported at 316 to 16.25. Western mills
have a call for all they can turn out, and it
looks as if bran would be a scarce article for
gome time. Shorts are firm at S17 to $18.

Oatmeal—A firm feeling continues to govern
the market under a fair seasonable enquiry, car
lots on track here being quoted at $4.05 for
granulated and rolled. In a jobbing way we
quote as follows :—Rolled and granulated,
£4.20 to 4 30; standard, $3.85 to 410. In
bags, granulated and roiled are quoted at $2.05
to 2.10, and standard at $1.85 to1.95.

Qats—There is a fair local dewand, with
sales of car lots at 38c per 34 lbs, in store.
Local buyers prefer No. 3 oats to No. 2, and
are paying within jcand lcper 1b of the latter,
sales of car lots baving been made of No. 3 at
87c and 374c, a buyer offering to pay the latter
price yesterday.

Barley—Maltiog barley is quoted at 50 to
53c and feed ab 42 to43c.

Cured Meats—The market for pork has not
followed the advance in the price of dressed
hogs, last sales of Canada short cut mess pork
being reported at §18, but probably a 10und lut
could be had at $17.50. Ia lard there have
been sales of car lots of compound $1.5V to 1.65.
Smoked meats are quiet but steady, with eales
of round lots of hams at 12¢, smalter quaatities
at 124 to 134¢c. Bacon meets with fair enquiry
at 115 to 124c.

Dreased hogs~The market has roled firmun
der comparatively light supplies for this season
of the year, and dealers are beginning to ask
themselves, *‘ where is that large crop that
was talked of ¥ Sales of car lots have been
made at $6.30 per 100 lbs, and for a choice car
probably a litile more might be got. Packers,
however, are not anxious-buyers as they are
looking for heavier receipts when Toronto and
Hamilton get through with their purchages.
We quote $6.50 to 6.85 for car lots and §7 to
7.25 for small lots,

Butter—Stocks continue to show very limi-
ted proportions, and prices in cousequence are
firmwith an upward tendency. Holders of
both creamery and dairy are not anxioua sellers
of 1ound lots, a8 they claim it will pay them
better to job out to the local trade, and that
the scarcity will become more marked after
New Years. It is reported that a lot of 200
tubs of creamery wus sold in the west for Brit-
ish Columbia at 24¢c. Creamery, ecarly made,
22 to 22}:; creamery, late made, 23 to 23%c;
oastern townships, 21 to 22¢; western, 19 to
203c. For singlo tubs of eelected, lc perlb
moy be added to the above. Roll Butter—
Receipts have been liberal, and salcs are re-
ported in cases 2nd half barrels at 19 to 21c as
to quality,

Cheese—A lot of about 1,600 boxes of fine
goods were sold at 11ic, but holders are not
offeriug their finest gnouds at less than I1§c.

Eggs—There is a great scarcity of fresh boil-
ing stock, eales of which have been madeat 25
to 30c, while Montreal limed move rather sluw
ly at 17 to 18c, western limed being qnoted at
16 to 17¢c.

Dreseed Poultry—~The domand for fresh kill
ed dry picked turkeys cootinues good with
sales of case.lots at 104 to lle, while scalded
sclls at 9 to 16,  Young, dry picked chickens
wanted, with busjuess at 8c for round lot,
scalded having sold wt 6 to 7c.  Severallarge
talen of geese have been made at Glo, a lot of
fancy stock bringing 7c.  Ducks are quiet but
stoady at 9 to 10c,

Apples—Apples areselling well, but aro very
scarco and stocks low.  No. 1 solling at $1.50
to 5, and No. 2 &3 to 3.50.

Hides—All receipts of light hides are absorb-
ed at once at 4¢ for No. 1, resales of which aro
made at 44c. Heavy steers are in very small
supply, most of them having been sold at Ge
for rouid lots and ot Gic for smaller quantities,
Heavy bulls meot with sluw sale ab 4o, A faut
Luainess is reported in sheepsking at 75¢. Wo
quoto as follows: Nos I, 2 and 3 light hides to
tanners 43, 33 and 2ic and to dealers 4, 5 and
2c. Heovy stcers 8 to 64c. Caliakios 7c,
lambskins 70 to 75¢— T'rade Bulletin,Dec. 29.

Great Depression in Trade.

The last week of the year is showlog greater
depression in general trado than any of its
predeceszors, moie manufactories aro closing,
few are resuming, and the army of unemployed
worknien is increasing, with no prospeuvt that
matters will be better in the early future. Of
couree this is not the scason of the year when
any improvement in business is expected, but
under ordinary circumstaunces there ought not
to be such conclusive cvidence as now exists of
an earnest desire to realizs on stucks vn hacrd,
while there is so little disposition to buy,
although it in evident that buyers could ob
tain concessions in price in uearly every line
if they would only indicate a willingness to
purchase.  Flour has reached tho lowest fig-
ures ever made, and wheat in the speculativeo
markets has sold at even lower prices than a
week ago. In the iron trade, both pig and
maoufactured iron in scme markets have s 11
for less than ever before and the genersl mar
kets are very dull ; in Pittsburgh steel billets
are equareiy down to $16.50, Bessemer pig has
sold down to §15 75, aund gray forge to §10 J0
per ton  In fact there appears to be a geaeral
demoralization in the trade, for there is a revo
lutivn guiog oo in the process of making stecl
which threatens to reduce prices still more; at
the low prices current thereis a fair amount of
business in steel rails and considerablo in sight
for iron pipe, but there is not enough margin
of profit to be encouraging to producers. If
the iron trade eets the pace for other business
iv is apparent that low prices wiil prevail for
some time, and while there will be some busi
ness it will not be largein volume, for trade
must move, but buyers are not going to antici.
pate their waunts to any largo extent, for the
conditions of the country are not such as tv in-
apire confideoce io the future. In textile fab-
rics and nearly all collateral lines of trade,
business which a few weeks ago gave signs of
improvement has developed into duliness, and
the indications are that any considerable re-
vival can not 1easovably be espected fur some
weeks, Tho tarift agitation makes an uncer-
tainty which is always detrimental to trade,
but it should not affect business during the
spring months, for 1tis settled that any changes
in rates of duty will not go into effect u.:il
next summer.

Railroad earnings so far as reported this
month make & poor showing, and this is in
kecping with the general depressionin trade,—
Cincinnati Price Current.

Toronto Dry Goods Trade.

Local houses are now rapidly opening up
new domestic aud foreign cotton and woollen
goods for the spring trade, and stocks are per-
ceptibiy growing wmrger.  [here is some com.
plaint regarding the slow delivery of Canadian
prints.  Tho quality of the goods put on tho
market this season by tho Canadian print mills
is of such an excellent quality in overy respect
that it is predicted that imports of foreign
manufacture will be materially veduced.  Tho
failuro to deliver tho goods promptly when
they aro asked for, however, may ocause the
factorios loss of sales.  Quito a number of the
retailers are asking for deliveries immediately
after the new year. They tay it is the custom
to sell a fair quantity of spring goods in Jan-
uary. ‘Thils demaud comes from those whoem-
ploy their winter ovenings in making up spring
garments.—&mpire, Dec, 29,

Woolen Trads For a Year.

The year has been far fromn a prosperous one
fur woulen goodsin the Caited States, although
the firat few months promised otherwise, Ow-
ing to cold weather at the first of the year the
stock of heavy clothivg was lergely reduced,
which gave clothiers eucouragement to order
woolens liverally for the next scason. "The
preceding year’s prices wero maintained, and
tho mills were full of business, which made
the outlook promising. The financial strin-
geney in the early summer was sufficient to
stop new business, but the mills were g0 well
situated with old orders that the firat check
hegan when clothiers commoaced to cancel or-
ders. This forced the mills iato a general shut-
ting down. When the monetury depression ceas-
ed manufacturers found little relicf,as the cloth-
ing trade continued depressed, and mill agents
were heavily stocked with goods thrown back
oo their hands. The spring trade had been
largely omitted, not over 30 per cent of the
usual light weight oiders having been placed.
During tho past two months the mills have
been ovly partly employed oo orders that ac-
cumulated during the shucdown, with the pros.
pect of another closing down until the tariff
uncersainty is settled.— Bradstreets.
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Shoe aud Leather Trades.

The buut uad shoe tiade has been farrly suc
cessful durwog the pas, year in the Caited
States, outside of the financial depression,
which curtailed business. Tho year opened
with leather custing higaer in most instances,
the curtmilment of production on the part of
tanners the previous year having allowed
dealers to work up rule leather about 2¢, with
other kinds in proportion. Good damaged BA
was quoted firm at 18¢ ab the ficst part of the
year, and to offset this manufacturers were dis.
poled to ask from 2jc to 5S¢ per advance on
shoes  The leather trust was formed, and as it
mcluded about 90 per ceat. of the hemlock sole
leather tanners and 5V per cent. of the union
leather io s body, the leather people found no
trouble to maintain the price of ieather until
the depression in finance came on. The trust
people maintained their prices to u considerable
extent during the depression, their concessions
being only about § to lc on hemlock, but out.
side tanners undersold them about lcas long as
they had leather to sell. Uunion leather de.
clived 3 to 4c and upper leather about 1 to 2¢
pet pound. During the past six months the
shoc business has failen od fully 25 to 30 per
cent., the shipments of the year from Boston
footiog up about 3,425,000 cases, against 3,700,-
000 caxes during 1892. The lesser demand for
leather has prevented any advance, and the
markot closes quiet at about the lowest point of
the year. The future looks well, ay the coun-
try is lightly stocked. Thae curtailmeat in
leather production and recent liberal exports
leave the market in good shape for the nvw
year,
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