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HOME INDUSTRIES.

The labor organizations of the city of
Winnipeg will have the sympathy and
encouragement of all those intevested in
the industrial development and general
commerciel progress of the city, in their
agitation in favor of supporting home in-
dustries and against the practice of send-
ing to.eastern cities for goods which may
be procured at home. The question is
one which not only Winnipeg, but the
whole country, is specially interested in.
The large attendance at the meeiing held
in the city on Tuesday evening to con-
sider this matter, demonstrated that the
people have become thoroughly aroused
on tho subject, and that the time has
come when some effort should be made to
minimize the evil. Many of the leading
business men of the city were present, and
the specches were strongly -condemnatory
of the practice of sending out of the
country to have work done or goods sup-
plied which could be procured to equally
good advantage at home, save in some in.
stances at a trifling additional cost. The
following tesolution- moved by Messrs.
E. L. Drewry and. J. H. Ashdown, and
unanimously passed at the mecting, speaks
for itself :

““ Whereas it is the custom for many individ-
uals and firms to send orders cast for execution
when the work could be done at home; and
whereas such a practice is an injustice, both to
employers and employed ; therefore, be it- re-
solved that this. meeting denounces such prac-
tices, and urges upon our citizens the necessity
of making all their purchases from local firms,”

A resolution was also passed pledging
those present to ‘enconrage in every
possible way our home industries, by the
use by ourselves and families of the pro-
ducts of those industries, believing that in
doing so it will materially conduce to the
prosperity of our .city and" province.”
‘The speakers- all' endorsed the sentiment
contained in the resolutions, and pointed
out many advantages to be gained by pur-
chasing as much as possible and having
work dore at home.

Few people who have not given  the.

matter attention have any Mea to what
an extend thls practice of sending east for
goods is carried: on. Almost every line
of trade is injuriously affected dxrectly,

whilst the evil indirectly arising from this.
custom, must be very Vr.eut in the aggre

gx\te. If all thc goods whu.h could bo
manufactured in this country, but which

were purchased at home, the effect upon
local industry would be something sur-
prising.  Our industrinl population would
-be more than doubledkand every branch
of business wéuld reccive benefit from the
circulation of the money at howe, which
is now sent east. The influence of such
a move would be to almost. revolutionize
trade all over the country, aud the whole
proviiice would receive benedt far beyoud
present coticeptions. .

This matter is one in*which the people
of Winnifeg are specially interested, and
the old saying that *charity. begins at
home” is applicable in the case. Winni-
peg is desirous of securing trade from the
towns and villages throu"hout the pro-
vince and territories, und many of our
merchants think, and justly too, that
country merchants who order from the
east, in preference to patronizing local
wholesale. manufacturers and -dealers, are
doivg an injury to the whole couutry,
theniselves included, in retarding commer-
cial’and industrial development. at home,
But until the people of Winnipeg have
learned to supply their own wants as
much as possible at' home, they cannot
justly find much fault with the citizens of
-outside towns for sending their money
east. From the city alone there are hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars sent east
every vear, in single industries, for goods
which could*be manufactured at home,
and which,.if procured here, would add
immeasurably to our weéalth. Then the
-exponsion of local industries would
cheapen the cost of production and enable
our manufacturers to compzte to Letter
advantage for the trade of provincial:and
territorial towns,

A great deal of the money sent out of

an industrial nature, such as clothing and
boots and shoes made to order, printing,
ete. Itis plmmed that for tallormg not

abnunfly, every cent of which could ‘be
expended to almost as good-advantage at

aggregate amount taken from the. le~1t1~
mate trade of the city is an injury to the
whole commumty of no minor Impoitauce.
-Then in the item of printing and kindred

‘in the east amounts to's .very- large sum,
“which expendlture if nll made.at home,
would-in itself he]p to- support -quite &

are now frequently brought from the cast, ]

-hence the city is robbc;d of the number of

_indicated, theie are many -branches of

the city is in small amounts, for -work of:

less than '$50.000 is sent out of the city
“alone would suppoit fifty. workmen where

home directly to the purchaser, whilst the - :apply to ales, etc.; though a. much larger

_pose as e\:ump]es It is to be hoped that
“the agitation .nn.lgurated ‘'by: the .labor

industries, ‘tlie work- of this nature-done-

number of mercantile institutions, BMany
other exaniples could ve given of a similar
nature.

In the instances givon nearly the whole
oxpenditure would go into wages, and

workmen who, with their families, would
Le supported in our midst, were.the work
done at home. The merchant who sends .
his monoy away from home, for such little
things as these, with the vain idea that he
is saviug a dollar or two, is piursuinga |
very short-sighted and suicidal policy. }
Allowing that ten per cent. 'is saved §-
(which is probably a maximum figure) by -
having this work done in- eastérn cities,
on every $1,000 so'sent out of the coun.
try there would be a saving of $100. On
the other hand the merchants of the city
would be robbed of the profits which they
would realize by-the extra. sales of 81,000
worth of goods, which at 20 :per -cent.
would make $200. 1t is safe to estimate
that for every dollar.saved through send-
ing work of this nature out of the coun.
try the whole community is the. loser to
double that amount.

In addition to the sending east of small
sums for work of the nature previously i
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local wholesale manufactures. which
should receive far better encouragement
and support than' has hitherto been ac-
corded to them. Some of the branches
already do o flourishing tmde l\ele, bat if
the money which is sent out.of. the -coun-
try for. such goods-were.spent'..t -howme, it
would lead to the- establishment of .addi.
tional manufnctones in the same line
In cigars for instance there are two small
factorics located in thecxt.y, and ‘the. man-
ufacturers. claim that. the facxlmes for
turning out such goods here are-as favor-
able 5 exist at any place in- Canada.
The goods made hero compsre fuvorably
in quality and price with -the imported
article, yet the manu‘acturers ‘have, not
been accorded nnythm" like the support ¢
which they should recéive from the city §
trade. The cigars consumed in 'Wmmptg

we now have five. The same-thing will &

business proportxonately is done’ in these 1
than-in-cigars. Many other bmnches of
wholesa]e manufactum mu;ht be referred

societies wxll lead to a much. needed re-
fom) of the practice of. sending east for



