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CURENT TiADE CONDITIONS.

ONTARIO.

TIH general improvement in trade, and
especially the hardening of values in iron,
wheat and hides, is inspiring the lumber
trade with confidence. It seems hardly
possible for an upward tendency ta be
manifested in these departments of com-
merce, and lumber not be helped.
However, as yet no improvement bas
taken place. Shipnents, to fill orders
previously booked, are going out, now
that navigation bas opened, but, to quote
the words of a local mill man, " we would
like to be making more sales." Trade is
better than it was a month ago, but this
might be the case, and yet nothing very
:emarkable transpite. Transactions are
small, and buyers extremely careful.
Prices, with perhaps a few exceptions, are
fairly well holdmng their own, and yet in
soine respects, are none too firn. The
opinion is generally entertained that no
marked revival in lumber will be notice-
able this side of fall.

QUEBEc AND NEW BRtNSWICK.

The shipping of lumber froin Quebec
is now in good swing for the season, and
the outlook is considered encouraging by
shippers on this side of the Atlantic. In
New Brunswick, there is good activity,
and the demand for lumber from United
States markets is assumng good-sized
proportions. The demand for tonnage is
considerable, and freights keep finn-a
healthy sign. Stream driving is meet-
ing with good success, all these conditions
tending to make the outlook bright.
Prices are not advancing, as some had
expected, but a healthy business, with
fairly satisfactory returns, is beng done.

PRITISit COLUMItA.

The lumber output, both for home con-
sumption and export, easily holds its
own, and if anything, there is an increase
in the volume of trade being done. Ship-
ments to California do not abate, and the
Marine records indicate a good volume of
export trade. The report of Mr. Larke,
Canadian Commercial Agent ta Australia,
whicl we publish in another column, will
call for careful reading by Placific coast
lumbermen. The suggestms made must
have an important bearing on the future of
British Coltambia trade with Australia, and
ought to be heeded.

UNITED STATrES.

The lutiber trade of May has shown
an increase on that of April, but il bas
hardly reached the volume that was an-
ticipated when the month was entered up-
on. The unfavorable news of damqae te
crops and fruits, received midway in the
month, proved a damper on current trade.
In the United States, as in% Canada,

travellers who were on the road at that
time, found it almost impossible, for the
time being, to do business. However,
there is good reason ta know that the in-
jury to the crops, and especially wheat,
bas not been nearly so disastrous as the
first reports indicated. It nay be,
that business during June will take
on the sttength which was lost in
May. The pronounced revival in theiron
industries is doing mu:h to create a better
feeling in lumber circles. No advance
can be reported of lumber, but, as someone
has remarked, the lumber trade is the
last to feel depression, and the last ta. e.
cover from it. The improvement must
certainly corne. Writing of white pine, it
bas to be repeated that there is no removal
on the part of buyers from the conserva-
tive spirit that has markcd their conduct
the whole season through. The buying
is altogether in small lots.

FOREIGCN.
A greater settledness is believed to

be a i:ature of the lumbe- market in the
United Kingdon. For many mntnhs
past, it has been impossible to w'ite of
British trade and throw into it any great
degree of sunshine. One condition, and
againanother,havehelpedtohinderrevival.
But these hinderances, it is hoped, are
now passing away, though slowly, and as
a result it is expected that there will be a
considerable expansion of consumption in
lumber, which wili reflect itself in all
depariments of the lumber trade. A re.
cent report from Melbourne. Australia,
says that in certain parts of the country
distr;cts, the actual consumption of lum-
ber has been fully maintained, though in
other quarters a slght decline has been
noticeable. Values for all descriptions of
timber hve not, however, been reduced,
and for stocks on hand, a tendency to.
wards better rates is apparent. From
other foreign points there is nothing
particular to report. .

NIAaDWOODS.
"AWe ihmnk that June will open up with

a very decent volume of business in hard.
woods." is the greeting we received from
a local dealer this week. The tiade for
M;y had not been at all discouraging,
and already a good tiany orders are book-
ed for shipment in June. The demand
for ash and elmi is steady, and there has
been a larger call for maple in the past
few weeks, than formerly. Maple dragged
for a time, and mill men were a little ds.
couraged, but it has taken on fresh life
lately, which will help to reduce th over.
plus of stock that was being carried in
some quarters.

W. L Johnson & Co., saw uill, New West.
minter, I. C., bas signed.

No. 22.

STOCKS AND PRICES.

CANADA.

Hale & Booth, Pembroke, have about
24o.oo cubic feet of fine board pine, at
Grand Marais, Mich., ready to ship.

The Miowera left Vancouver, B. C., for
the Antipodes a week ago, carrying 6o,-
ooo feet of lumber for Suva, 225,oo0 feet
of lumber for Sydney, and 350ooo laths
for Sydney.

Lumber shipments from Si. John, N.
B., to the United States for the past week
were represented by 3,oo,ooo feet of long
lumber, over 3,500,000 lath, and over 4,-
ooo,ooo shingles. About 1,50oooo feet of

deals, cleaed for British ports.

The cargoes of the barks, Hannah
Blanchaid, Kelvin and ship Loanda.
which left Parrsboro, N. S., for England
last week, totalled 3,100,187 feet of deals,
and i06,980 feet deal ends.

Five carloads of lumber from the Royal
City Mills, New Westminster, B. C., and
two carloads froin-th- Brunette Saw Mills,
and two carloads of shingles froin the
Pacific Coast Lumber Company., were
shipped east fron that point last week.

The Amierican sch. Comet, has left
New Westminstei, B. C., for San Pedro,
Cal. She takes 497,207 fect of lumber
and 164,ooo laths, and the total valteis $4,-

223, loaded at the Royal City Planng
Mills, and consigned to San Pedro Luti-
ber Co.

The Lake Leman, now on her way from
Vancouver, B. C., for Valparaiso, is carry.
ing 795,599 feet of lumber, valued at $6,-
552.56, and Hopetoun, bound for Adelaide,
Australia, with 1,451,347 feet of lumber,
16,935 laths, and 4,8:o pickets, valued at
S11,956.15.

The following exports of lumber have
gone out from St. John, N. B., during the
week: ler sch. Heather Bell, for Bos.
ton, by J. R. Warner & Co., 64,o46 sc-nt.
ling, 22,854 plank, 51,98o deals; per sch

Sower, for Boston, by Dunn Bros., So,oî
deals, 39,412 pl-tnk, 4o,497 scantling ; Der

sch. A. P. Enierson, for New York, by
Miller & Woodman, 306,030 deals; per
sch. Veri, for Boston, by Chas. Miller, t,.
3oo,oo cedar shingles ; per sch. Ida D.
Sturges, for College l'oint, by W. C. Per-
vus, 183,202 de.als, 71,96o plank, 26,a39
sc mtring ; per sch. Advance, for Provi-
dence, R. h., by Dunn leros., 128,504
boards ; per sch. Rebecca W. Huddell,
for New York, by Randolph & Baker, 280,-
063 deals ; per sch. Modena, for Boston.
by Dunn Bros., 14,24: deals, 109,348
plank, 25,722 scantling, i ,o75clap boards;
per sch. D. Gifford, for Boston, by L. M
Jewitt, 207,79s boards and plank, 11,504
scantling, i8,8oo pickets.
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