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and the ribs to the bottom. A recont improvomont that has found much
favor, is w semi deck or running hoard.  The skiff is decked at oach ond for
threo feot, and this decking in coutinued all round the buat, being about four
inches in width, except at the ends, whore it is decked in ; it has soveral
importaut odvintages —only ndds a fow pounds m weight to thoe boat, und
does vot interfero in the least with the oars, and the apace under affords
amplo room for stowing fishing roda, guns, and other traps, when not in uso,
‘The builders claim for this class of boats that eho is a good all-tound generl-
purpoeo boat, ensily haudled by onoe person, rows or siila cqually woll, very
steady, large carrying capacity on a light draft, holding from threo to cight
puersons, according to size, woighs only 70 Iha, to 100 1bs, and will stand
almost any eca that rolls on the St. Lawrence River  In addition, botacan
be furnished with Brough's radiating contre buard and improved double
ratchet wronch, a groat advantage in suiling  In canoces, thoy can point to
first-class work, tho siiling canoe ** Ramony,” woll-known in cinosing circles,
having becn built by thom, In addition, this house doals in ull kinds of boat-
gear, all of first-class atylo und workmanship,

The Gibson Cotton Company of New Drunswick hns joinod the cotton
combination. Steadier, but not lugher prices, we are advised, will bs the
result. It is noticeable that the Recorder 1ecently urged overy one to pur-
chaso tho Gibson cotton, because thy propriotor was supersor to the aliuro-
wonts of combination. This might have been matter of opiniou, but we
failed to sco any reason fur n personal sttack on the highly-estcomed Prosic
dent of the Halifax Cotton Mill, except the anumus agamst all home mauu-
facturcs, which 18 just now thought the correct thing in tho Liberal Press.

————i G QI @-memmetmieares.

COMMERCIAL.

The markets have leon somoewhat affected by the ususl midsmamer
periud of duliness, but, after all, trado has been fairly active, and thero has
beon a eatisfuctory distribution of merchandize. In fact the volume of busi.
ness hsa been quite as laige as could reasonably Lo expected at this season
of the yuar.

Seasonable raing dming the past two monthg, altarnated as they have
been by wanm weather, have very much improved the hay crop, and no
doubt is now felt by farmers tht it will bo un average ome. In some scc:
tiona the foggy nnd “ mupgy " atmosphere that provailed during a portion
of the wuek caused some whe bl cut their hay to foar that they would not
be able to “cure” it in g ~hape, but these fears have been dissipated in
this Province at 196t

Wo regret to note that it is reportod that the Ottawa Government is
contomplating the fulse st-p of appealing against the decision of Chief Jus
tice Sir William Ritchio in the ce'cbrated Ayer case. To all honest mon
aod civilized nations tho spy aretem of the Canadian Customs is simply
detestablo. It iz a dark blut in tho administration of our customs laws.
Tho decision of the Chief Justice was a most rightcous one, basod on evidenco
which, in **o eyes of upright'nict,, cannot bin cuntorted into any other mean-
ing than t.uat which the lemined Judge so lucidly put upon it.  Anyonecan
seo at a glance that his judginent vxposed in all their unsightliness the dark
methods which the present sys'e u of espionigo brings into play, through the
alliances of custom detectives with diecharged employees, informors, ete.
It is evident thut the only altiiuatives oflered are oither to sweep the spy
system of ller Majesty’a custims ¢'enn off the Statuter, or to cndeavor to
upset Sir Williun Ritchio's deci-ivn. The former is, evidently tho only
honest acd manly coutse to purene, and wo have faith to beliove— despite
reports to the contiary — that that the Government will adopt.

The Inland Revenu- sysiem is infested with similar apies, and very
much nceds a clearing cut,

The St. Lawreuce Sug.r Refinary, which was wiped ont sume five months
since, las rebuilt un a lnger sc.de thau before, and has supplied itself with
the latest and n ost improved nackinery, and will bo in running order within
a very few weeks.  A'though it was unfortunate in meeting destruction just
as a prefitablo season was commencing, still the sug r boom promises to bo
larger and wore sctive in tho coming than in the last year, and wo trust the
enterprise of the *“ N Tawrence " will meet their reward in tho success that
they desorve.

The ftecorder is responsible fur the following:— It is said that the
Cunard steumer Alpha has been purchased by New York and Halifax capi-
tal, that she will sun Letween this port and Havana, calling at Boston on
the homeward voyage, and that C.ptain Crowell will likely command her.”
Wo are not pessimists, but we fiil 10 see any possibility of such a venturo
being a paying one.  Our cliof —in fact almost our only—article of oxport
to Cuba is fish, and eveiyono in the trade kuows that there is no profit in
that. In fact, our “fish-boxes” depond upon the return cargo to yiold the
profit on the voyage. Iut this echeme proposes to return via Boston. This
evidently fo take her retwin cargoes of sugar, molasses, or fruit to that port.
In coming howeo from Boston, she will have to oncounter the rivalry of two
lines alveady established, and must “cut” helow paying rates in froights to
securo & cargo.  Wo aro vot impressed with tho feasibility of the scheme.

An intercolonial free trade conforence is now sitting at Sydney, New
South Wales. The object sought is freo trade hetween all the Australasian
Colonies, and protectivn against the rest of the world,

The following are the Assignments and Businecss Changes in this Pro-
vince during the past week:—John Silver & Co., dry goods, Halifax, offering
to compromisoat 30 conts on the 8, cash; C. F. Warmundo, joweller, Amherst,
assigned in trust; . Nelson & Son, genl. store, Vruro, advortise business
forsale; C. & G Wilson, Windsor, assigned to W. H. Blanchard.

Dradstreet’s report of the week’s failuros :—

Week Prev. Wecka corresponding to

July 13 week  —~——-July 18e—— Failurea [ar the year tn at,,
1888 1R8% 1887 1830 188V 1843 1887 B 18
{Tnited States. . 141 162 102 1 185 6,694 h,641 6971 6
Canada ... ..., 18 &0 24 N 4 0 7us [ ';f.,

Duy Goons.—Tho volumo of husineas 1u this line is rathar smlinr thy,
might bo desired.  What httlo is doing in Canadian mauufactures of ests
and woollen goods ahows practically no profit, owing to prices boiny eut o
fino  ‘The fall trado has made a fair atart.  Ahout all travellers are now ¢oy
and, na a rule, ara makiog fair rodurns for oarly sales, Paymonts have, op
the whole, been satiafactory.

Inoy, Harnwane axn Merars.— Although no Iarge trade caa be reportey,
romothing has been done in Scotch pig irou. Fuglish, Scotch and Unyeq
States prices aro unchanged. It is reported all around that as goud a byy,
nees i8 doing as was accomplizhed 1aab year at this senson, but there s p,
#pocial stir, and it is not probablo that the market will show any activay
for tho next fow weeks at loast.

Breansturrs.—The local flour markot has shown evidont signs of yeaue
firmuess. A Montreal report says:—¢ In straight rollars, thero has been ay
advauco of 5e. to 10c, aeles having takon place at $4.55, whilst some holden
refuso to scll under $4.60. This stilfening of values in atraight rollers hy
cnabled similar grados of American to slip in, and cut the Nowfouudlarq
trade and Lower Ports from undor Ontsrio millers, as dealers inform us thy
American straight rollers can bo laid down at St, John's, N, F., at ahout thy
samo prico as is quoted for Canadian rollers in this market. Iu Mamtgl,
strong flour, there havo boen salos at $4.35 to #4.45, with Ontario flour made
from Manitoha hard wheat solling at £4.30. There has nlso been some
domand for cxport, and sales of spring pitents have transpired over thersll
at firm prices” Beerbohm's cibla says:—¢ Cargoes off coast, wheat quiy
and firm; corn nothing offering ; do. on passage and for shipment, whea
firm, corn steady. Liverpool, spot wheat rathor easior; mixed waize 4y
7d.; Culifornia wheat quict at 6s. 8§d. July ; Gs. 94. August ; Gs, 954, Sep.
tember; 6s. 10}d. October and November: 6s. 103d. December.  Mixed
American maizo 4a, 63d. July ; 4s. 63d. August; 4a. 7§d. October ; 43 544,
November and Ilecembor. Eoglish and French country markets fitm,
Flour in Paris firm at 34s. 6d. In Antwerp spot wheat is a turn desrer”
In Chicago wheat has been rather stronger at 803c August, 79%c., Sopten.
ber, 80gc. October, 823c. Decomber. Corn was more active and stronger,
and pricos moved up to 47fc. August, 47§c. September, and 4GFc. October,
In Now York wheat and corn both improved, and were very strong. At
Toledo wheat was firm. No. 1 whito wheat at Detroit advanced le. to
93c. for cash. Wheat in Milwaukee also advanced, being 75}¢. July, 763
August, /7ic. September.

Provisions.— No important features have transpired in the local provie
ion market during the weak. Business is fairly active, there being a zood
demnrd for small lois, and sales have been made at fair prices. Some fair-
gized lots of pork have changed hands at quotations. Lard has met witu s
fair demand, and a number of small sales have been made. No chango ha
transpired in the Liverpool provision inarkets, except as to bacon, which hu
Leen etrong, and advauced 1s. to 423. to 43s.  Pork remains at 70s,, lard &t
41s,, and tallow at 21s, The Chicago provision market was atrong. Pork
advauced 124c. to 15e., being $13.50 August, $13.674% September. ILan
was also stronger, and moved up 5c. to 7ic, to $8 40 August, $8.47% Sep
tembor, 88.45 October. The hog market was strong, and advanced fic. b
10¢.  The cattle market was fairly active, and prices were stoady.

Burten.~—Butter has beon quict and steady, the enquiry being limited to
the necessities of local cousumption. Wo regret to noto that farruors an
showing the usual disposition to put their best makos into collars, forgetting
the oft-taught leszon that thero is mnore money in good butter whon promptly
warketed with its original freshness and nutty flivor than there c2n over be
in storing it, and then trying to sell it in a more or less stslo stats. How.
cvor, thero are some people that even oxperisnce cannot teach, and we regret
to see our farmers appear to composo & large portion of that class,

Cuerse.—The market has undoubtedly weakened considerably of late,
but as the season has o far been vory uncertain, the weakness may or way
not endure long. The Liverpool, G. B, market has recently declined to
473, which has put a damper on operatione on this side. A Liverpool
report #ays :~* Buyers have not come forward so briskly thix week, and a4
the week’s arrivals show profits to importers, there has baen a disposition on
the part of eomo holders to realiso the s1mne and to sell more freely, tho con-
sequence is that sonio portion of the advance of Jast weok has been Jost,to-day's
quotations being about 1s. to 1s. Gd. per cwi. bolow our last week’s repoit.
Although this has had the effect of causing a slight reaction in Ameries,
next weck's arrival here (as also the shipments now being mado) will show
considerable losses unless our market stiffons up sgain, Semo *bear’
efforts are boing made here to doprees prices, but thero appears to bo a gonen!
belief that finest goods, Juno made, cannot decline much, and that bugert
will come forward very freely if any further roaction takes place, Thers it
a good steady consumption at presont prices, and country dealers are nearly
all bare of stock, though it should not be overlooked that the consumplire
domand has hitherto been chiefly on American goods, and that a larye Eng-
lish make is going on all the time, which has hitherto been accumulatiog
somowhat in dealors’ hauds We quote finest colored at 46s. to 47s,sud
white at 46s, to 40a. 6d. Thero is a good enquiry for lots below best at 40s. 0
43s.. and good mediums at 35a. to 40s., as also wn improving sale for com
mon goods at 10s. to 20s” The New York market continues somewhst
draggliug, and the present advantago seems to be with buyers. Arrivsls
there are not particularly largs, and the stock comes to hand in guod aversge
condition, but thore is plainly a neglect of the offering, especially by the
most prominont shippers, and bueiness lacks a goneral life that has s mon
or less discouraging effect upon receivers. .

Arrres.—It is too early to prediot snything rospecting the coming crop



