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The General Assembly.

T 0oane familiar vjth the constitution of the Prcsby-
teriun Church, its simple and po:pular character

wilI, in noa small nicasure, account for the wide-sprcad
and ncver-iailing interest wvhich tic annual meetings of
the General Asserrbly aroutse. In no otiier Chtirch is
the samc keen interest maniicstcd ini the details of ils
Suprtrme Court business, and the renson for thaï, fact
may bc Iargcly attributed ta the dcmocratic charactcr
ai the systemn ai Government which prevails in our
Churcb. It might xvitb truth bc claimed that in this
the Churcli bas pravided an abject lcssan ta the world,
wbich has provei afi great advantage in civil affairs.
0f course, there arc pre enminently the standards and
doctrines ai the Church which npprove -themisclves ta
thc nicmberbhip at largcz, and w~hich imprint thcir
charactcr on it as% a ~hlbut the principicb tapon
u hich the Chtirch is constituted have flot failcd ta tou~h
the people in a most rcmarkable m.-nner.

The Assembly which was opencd ycstcrday at
London, Ontario, !. not an exception ta the rule in ha%
ingr attrac ted popular ,attention. \.*ot that therc arc
burning questions in sight, nar great cantracrsics
eixpccted but, w.c bclieve, the people laok forua,«,rd ta the
meeting of the Supremc hod>, as 10 an ci.cnt in .,.hich
the -ttclf.are oi the ChtirLh is bound up, and thereforc,
the thotights and prayers ai the people arc thus drav.n
to it

In rcviewing the past year the As."embly will find
CaUbc far. thankfulncss for man> mc:d.cs. Coming

throtigl a period of uinworitei dcpressioni, thle Chtircbi
lias, on the whole, hceld lier owaa. Tliere is sio depart-
ment ai special effort in whicli thcre casa be detectcd
tie signs of .îtrophy or rctrtsgrcssawî. Thie funJd., tif
some ai the Comimittecs biave stifrcred, but siaL out af
proportion ta the means ai those whosc liberality have
been conspictuots ini former years, anid considering the
financial strain in the country, a reasonablc view will
produce satisfaction with thîe geteral Iiheralilv ai thîe
membership, if a camparison v. ib former yeirs be thec
test. W~e do flot believe that thie Chutreh as alive tos its
dtity in the matter of systematic and liberal giving; and
tbe Assembly can well give attention ta tlhe subject oi
igiving.Y I is ta bc iearcû that the genctal standard

is flot the Scriptural one, " A% the Lord bath pro.Npered
vou," but the wvorldIy ane, I As Fashion allows yotu.-

Foreign «Missions wvill accupy the time of the Gencral
.Xsscmbly in the usJall> i:cshgmansici. The lisaid
wvill prcsent a v.iluablc report whichi will lurnibi food for
tbought and for tbasikfulness.

Home M.issions %,.ill ii.itur.tll> re...c ~ aî .tein-
tion. The necdb ofithe field ucre ncvet mure pcsn
nor more evident tlîan siouw, and the Conîmînctte will îlot
look in vain ta the Assenibly ior encouragement and
liclp.

The question ai Sabbath Observance lias beeni pro-
minently before the people during thie past ycar. and
cs.traardinary measures! have beciu found sîcc.ssarv tc,
cotanteract, thîe dc ofn iii:crsc agt:o h o havec

made deterniincd tunsets un thîe Sabhailî l),v. *rhe
report of thîe Sabbaîli Ohseras:î.e Cunînï.'im.c ivail, in
thîe uirgent circunietances %%lîicli lat e ariba.cn, bc a tb

ject ai mticb interest.
The report on the ,.ant proleb!,ot.liip au Knox

College, and thc resignation of the vetcran prtufess.or,
Rev Dr. Grcgg, vllbring theîcwell-being ofthîe Collcgc
ta the front, and as a diversity ai opinion of a sanie-
%%hat pronouanccd chatatter prcvaals., tn intere.-t-ang.tnd
animiatcd dcbatc naa bc e.\pc--tcd. It as nott imîpro.
bable that tbe question of an appointancu:n vdal bc Icit
ave r.

The Ilynînal Committcc %%Ill enotintct kecn %.sttt
cism sbouald the '.ariaus ticv.s %%h;h h.Lc bccn %esiti

latcd iàn thie tbc pics.- and at the P'rt:,,b% tcri. durtang
tbe pa%: year, find uatterance on the Iloutof aihle As.semi
bly. The %, or], ai this Commiittce ba% been most
arduotu% and bha.% bccn -onJu..teJ cat ne:,tI> and -. ithi
mana icstblut. An clement ofipr:nci the
.%ettlcmeit ofite lic uestin %%#il bc th.st of <cutln.ç a
--OMMon h) mn book fut Great B3 itasn .and licr %.91unicà.
A ycar or marc .;oIild bc wcll -oiaccdc, if turne %%crc to
bting.abutttnifurmit.. l .LheipcthrviVb

no baste, and that thi. gicat question %%;Il s"ci,«c
sceaus and delibcrate consideratian.

In meeting at to.ndons the Asscmb.> v.il bc but-
tounded v.ith mementoesult the mportanît pluncs nwoîk


