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to be littie 1ikcely to mend the niatter, as the conîznittce, chosuiî froni wideiy sepa-
rate(l locialitiesq, calnnot mleet duriing thu year, and will bu replaced at the uucxt an1-
nuni session by a fresli body of nmen, whôè wiIl be under the sanie pressure for tîmec.

TIn cases Nvhere ail is plain sailing, where thie applicant is well-l<nown, sund testi-
*nuonials satisfactory, aiud nothing dloiiltfiil appears, thiere is little <ifilculty. But

%vhiere, there is simple defect of evidence. and esî,eciaily any grouind for suspicion,
*trouble arises. B3ut tluis fis feit îuîust of ail, in N what. 111av be cafled " discîplînary"
cases, that is, Nvlere a. mnnber alrcady in the Uniionu is chnrged with ftly otluuiçe.

*Jutdiig froni theso receuut proceedings in fthu twvo Associationse above-men-
tioxicd, and froin private utterances in uther qtuarters, ive think it every way likcly
thiat a niajority of the inenibers of the Union, if flot the ivholc body, wvould wel-
coic a plan wvhiclî would relieve theni of a responsibility which is often burden-

somne, providcd alica»s th1at the relief is ea'cctual and thie end they have in vicwv-
the securing of a pure nenbership-cani be obtaiaied by othier mneans.

It is therefore, ini a friendly, xuot an antagonistic spirit, that ive contribute our
mite to the discussion of this question, ini order that it inay bu viev"' 2d froni ail
sides, and such. a deliberate conclusion arrived at, as mxay give purin .ent satis-

1faction to ail concerned.
We presuine that the proposed change lias beeuî suggested by the uisage if n

gregational bodies elsewhere. Ili the United States, for instance, the State or-
ganisations are dclcgateil bodies, so nîany inembers being sent to the aniual meut-

jings by eaclh of the several local associations, or conferunces, or whiatever else they
may bu called. The State organisation. has no i) dividual îneinbershlin, whether
of clîurches or mnisters, but coîîsists of such and such. local organisations, repre-
sented by delegates. Only these local bodies appear on the Roll of the State
body. Tlîe only question that can bu asked in regard te any oie ulaiming the
riglits of inenibership iii tle pelierai. body, is, " Doua hie bring propeir cred entil
"rom his local constituents 1"-The onily way inito a State Associainstrog

a local association ; and eveni so, a mani sixnply takes hiis turui as delegate for a
particular year. Otlier nienîbers of the local bodies nîay indeed attend the an-
nual meetings of the general body, as they do, for instance, iii Maine and niany
other States, especially in the WVest, but they do so as spectators, or, at the ut-
inlost, as honorary miembers, having perhiaps by courtesy the liberty to speak, but
ne powver to vote.

Now, wve do not understand thiat it is prcuposed t.o change tlîe constituition of our
Union, so as to niake it delcgated body. Its nuiibers are nione too large as it is.
The Union and tlie Associations are, coordiîîate bxotiie's, equal anid independeit,
thoughi differinig iii extent of territory, and dIo iîot stand to each. other iii the
samne relations as the State bodies across the liues do to the constituent local ones.

In tic latter case, tRe cenuiection is integral :iii the fermer, there is at pre-
sent hardly any relation at ail. The Union and the local Associations have 11o of-


