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and calmn researches of Sehiciermnacher and Neander, the uprising of a valiant host
of able defenders more free <rom the spirit of Rationalism than were these, chccked
the tide of antagonini ini Gerrnany alid asserted for theology an honourable

position-though by no nicans beyond assault. The enthusiastie reception given
by thousands of bis countrynien to the profoundly unphilosophical and ridiculoos]Y
roniantie Vie de Joes of M. Renani points out thc fact that France is ssow, in

regerence to historical Christianity, where Cerrnany was hefore Lange and his
compeers rcpelled the assaulta of the Tubingen critics while the eIoquient and
powerful defences of PressensÇ, Guizot and Godet give us reason to hope that the
keen perception of Frenchnien will not long b.., obscured by the glare of a super-
fine rhetoric. In Great Britain, at the present time, there is being wvaged
around Revealed Religion a warfarc of historical criticism, 1 i.ilosophical reason-
ing and scientific research more complicated and more obstinate than either Ger-

many or France have known, in consequence perhaps of the British character
being more varied and î>racticîîl than the Gernian, and more persistent than the
French. A B3ritish miodification of Comnte's Positivisus, advocated by able men,
tends to shut out front thought and l<uowledge ail that lies beyond the perception

of the mind througli tlie senses ; and therefore to cut off our relation to the
1uniseen, spiritual wvorld. An invasion of the doniaiti of miental science by the
advocates of a systent terminating in a refined and elahorate niaterialismi under
the leadership of Spencer, tends to roh man of bis immortality and relegate the
Eternal to the dark aby-9s of the umknowahle. Physical science justly crowned

with the laurels of great and splendid victories and standing forth before the pnb-
lic gaze,-her band laden with blessings for toiling mnillions,-is said by soute of
her idolatrous devotees wlso dlaim to understand lier language, to speak of the
inpossebility of a creation and of a supernatural revelation nttested by miracles.
Althougli it would lie ai act of injustice to many distinguished men occlpying
the foremost rank in the scientifie world t) represent them as unfriendly to reli-
gion or even nnwillimeg and unable to bow to the authority of Scripture, it is
neverthcless truc of not a few of theni that, uinder the influence of physical
researches whîch reveal to their view cverywhere anid in every variety of formi the
unliroken uniforruity of wlîat is ternied ''law" or natuiral order, they are disposed
to put ain unusually frec intermretiti<>n upom tîme niraculoms clemnent of the Bible
narratives ;and in the case of some not so piously inclined it is to lie feared that
the tensper of mind induced liy incessant contact witli the facts of mnbroken
sequence of natural order rendera fait h in the spiritual and uinseen a practical
impossîhulity, and thiis genel-ates a life full of xnelancholy and uucertainty-

"without God-without hope."
There are beîng circulated in varions forma repr-oductions of tlic historical

criticisms which. lad their brief day of triunmph in Germnany before the followers
of Straumis were confronted hy men of equal learning witli their master-repro-
ductions startling ini their novelty only to the crowd of enquiring mni'mds tnfa-
mniliar with 6he history of Theological Literatute, but flot the less fascinating on


