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printeci on anoflxer page, slîowing hIe percentage of
lires arising froîîî any cause, excepit -11ci as are tesp)oll
siblc for less. tlat ive per cent. 'l'ie practical v'alue of
sucli infortmation ho field nk.ue 15 apparent, andc a1 caryv
finl study of the table will tisalle property owVtiers ho
kiuow whiere iiuost d1anger i.- to l>e ulsu:Ily apprenided,
anîd so to guard againsti t. It s1îould hie borne iii nîind

flu'ic, ht fires aie somnctivies attrilbuted to, such
causes as soanusconibubtion, miatches, clectrie
ivireï sudilghig ec.. witiont. sufficient evi(lence to
justify suc1x a conclusion. Aliotlher important fiict
whiili siouid liot he forgotten is thnt. fires of « un-
knowîx " origin hanve l>eit exuludud, ani as these fori
a large and iincreasing pliportion of the tokai, rigici
conclusions should not be drawni froin the schedîille.

riIRlE WALLS.

The reccnt large fire iiix ]ixuily ami Arcadia streets
brinigs proininexhly before uis the suhject of fire or p)art),
%valls, what coxistitutes Ille sinue, and whether the
city's by-law-%s, and the office of our building inspector,
are niot, ho say the least of thecîn, vcry defective.

In the first place Nvc will admit tliat tixere is 1no reasoxi
w2iy brickcencased buildings should îîot bc allowed
ivitliii the city Jirnits, as it is nicccssary that a certain
class of structures should be erected at a cost nioderate
enough to suit the mnuas of a large portion of our grow-
iig population. But, for thie protection. of life and pro-
perty, and te lessen the danger of a serions conflagra-
tion, the area of such buildings shonld be strictly
limited, anîd claire blocks or terraces should not be per-
iiitted wvitlîout good Party walls at fixed distances.
Rlad tItis beeil tîxe case Nvitli the rows of (Iwellings des-
troyed or xnatcriallyidaniagcd nt the fire alluded ho, above,
tlle loss %woul ]lave beeîî very luncl ess. Had there
beezi a strouîg wind blowing on the night iii question,
thiere is no0 -niowhxg lîow fair the conflagration uxiiglit not
hiave spread. It is truc that *the said blocks of dwell-
nxigs wvere supposed 10, bc separated ah, ixîtervals by so
called fire walls, but these latter wvere siiply simainis,
consisting of tixii brick partitions just rcacliing to tlie
cciling of the top shory, but not, extenldinig tlîroughi the
roof or dividing tc cornice iii front. Thiese dishoncst
suares (for they are lio less) are so flir freux being un-
conînon, thiat, we will venture to say, they are the mile
rather titan t2ie e:uception -iiiieng the x'minerons blocks
of dwcllings, brick and stonc, as Weil as brick-eticased,
whicli ]lave ]ately sprung up likze imislrooins round
about our city. Tro inoX-e the deception more perfect,
wve have sei woodexx pianking piaced ahove the brick
Wvall copcd with inhaI above the roof anxd rounxd ini
front of the cornice, te give the appearance of a solid
ire Wvall ! Thxis device is. int only deceiving but iost

dangerous, since the fire eau inake its way concealed
bttven the top floor ceiliig and the outer roof or under-
meath the inansard, witlî w~hichi xnaniy of these terraces
are crowned, uxîhil il breaks forth lu fulil fury several
doors away froin wliere it started, .nid wliere the fire-
mien are engaged in figlitixxg il.

IVe corne nowv te whiat constitutes a fire, or party
i'all. To begiin wihhi, a fire wvall nxnish 1c constructed

of birick, or stoiie-txe former prercrrcc ixxd slu(,tild iu
creilse ini tlliciekess fronit he top) (ownl to the groud
iloor, ah hIe rate of four luchles for every story. Thus if
we 'tu.rt witli a two'sîoricd clwelling block, the Wall for
tile top story shionld lie 8 iluches tiliciz-less tiani filat
is inîiflicieit-anl huie bottoiu 12 iniclics, giving an1
averaige of zo ilihs ; for a tlirce story dwelling block,
thec wall at lthe toi> sliotild be 10 iliches, aît Ille second
'qtor) 1.1, and at the gronndff 13 inelles, or anl average of
14 *-clics- For a three story block of stores, the toi)
sto15 %wnll 811011l bie 12 iluches, tlle Seconxd î6,ad Ill1 he
gr-ottnd 20, or au average of 16 iuches ; w1'hile for a four
sîorv store, or fictory building, tlle toi) Wall slîonld lie
14 illches, UIc thxird 18, tlle secondC 22, anxd the grou11ud
floor 26 iniches, or -.u average of 2o iiuches, aîid so en,
rcnienibering tliat tie higlier the Wvall tc greater
should be its capncihy of rcsistance itot oîuly te the fire,
but tu thie chance of fis collapsinîg froin fallizug beains
and floors. 'ruxese ineasurennts inay be said 10 bie
1l1*gh1 and would condenun innauy of the buildings in)
Montreal, but thiey are within Uic linuits laid down b>-
the conuittce on thxe Universal 'rarliffi the States, and
if folloiwcd ont, would hiave te effect of curtrdiliig llte
loss of property iii our city, besides lcssening die
danger ho whilxi our fircicîx are exposed front fallingi
%wasls at sortie of our large fires. Further, wvlic i
b..dîiig, or a bl.ck 0f buildinigs are faced wvith titlier
a coriuce, whletlxer Wvood, inetal, or slieed witli tiie
latter, or have thereto added a inanîsard ro4 thue divisioni
wall shtoîld cut ecear îlîrougli, aud project at least 6
luches beyond said corjuice anud roof, and should bt: oie
ho two feet :îbove the entire roof, otlxerwvise the wvall
does not fulfili the conditions of a bond fide party wvall.

We have long becîx pnzzlcd as te, wlxat the exact
duties of our b)uilding inspector consist of, or wv1uctlier
t je city is any lte better off for his existence; but dite
shouid be somne by-law by which ne Oone should be pe.
initteci 1, crect buildings wli axre a palpable source of
dauger 10 te liv'es aiid preperty of others. 'Ilic sole
way 10 prevelît titis is, by iiusistitig that fire val1s, slhai
be built suchi as w~e liave described, thie extra cost of
whlîi wvoId be muore than recouped in a few ycairs by
tIme reductioni ofhoss froîuî the devonring eletneîî, aili,
as a consequence, Iower rates for insurance.

AILTEGED LEGALIZED PL1TNDER OF 11AILRtOAD
PROPERTIES.

Roilroads lu the UnîitedI States li.vingti uiaggrgte
capital of $2,500,ooojooo, ont of a total for the ivlioet
oftlciliies lu that country of$io,5ooooo,ooo, nrebaî't
rupt antd in thc bands of reccivers. 'rie pallie oftS.
is responsible for nxauxy serions flxaîxcial, disasiers, lut.
beyond precipitatig a crisis il tlteir affairs, il cilitîot b
rcgardeed as the cause of sucli colossal failires as. arc es-
hibited iii thxe abo%, stateinzaiit. Tixe receiver iii clârg
of te Atchlisox systeixi lias reported ltat soute scec
mnillioxns of dollars have becîx carried for a leniglt ùi
titîxe, as assets wlticx lie finds te have ne0 exitcH
beyoîxd a cross eîxtry lin tic books.

'The management lias heciu in the habit of gratuirg
rel)ates, b.xhicîheicui of the Elle wvas Iower


