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IRISH HISTORY,
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By Observer in the Empire.

Anothor country whose story n
anoient times is most unattractive to
the gonoral reader is Ireland—though
tho lnter stages of it aro full of endloss
opportunities for voenturogome writing.
Among modern writers of history the
late J. R, Groen was the most friendly
and sympathetic towards tho eorly
history of Ireland, that is the period
provious to the tenth century, which
18 the only portion tinctured with the
glory shared at some time or other by
all the British Isles and all European
counjries. In a romarkable passage
hosays: * For, while in Italy or Gaul
or S8pain, Christianity had spent 18
vigour 1 o struggle for self-preserva.
tion against the heathen invaders—
in winning them to 1ts creed, ... tam-
ing them by its discipline, in bringing
to bear on them the civihization whioh
it had alone preserved through the
storm of conquest—Iraland, unscourg-
ed by agsailants, drow from its nonver-
gion o life aud movement guch a8 it
bag never knowu since. 7The science
and biblical anowledge which fled from
the continont took refuge in famous
schoels, which made Durrow and
Armagh univeraities of the weast. The
new Christian hfe soon beat too strong-
ly to brook confinement within the
bounds of Ireland uself. Patrick had
not been a century dead when Irish
Christiamty flung 1tself with a fiery
zeal into battle with the mass of
heathenism, which was rolling in else-
where upen.the Obristian world. Irish
missionaries labored among the Piots
of the Highlands and among the
Frisians of the Northern Seas. An
Irish missionary, Columban, founded
nionssteries in Burgundy and the
Apennines, The Canton of St. Gall
still commemorates in its name an-
other Irish missionary before whom
the spirits of flood and fell fled wailing
over the waters of the Lake of Con-
stance. For s time it ascemed as if
the course of the world's history was
to be chauged ; as if the older Celtic
race that Roman and German had
driven before them had turned to the
moral conquest of their conquerors ; as
if Celtio and not Letin Christianity
was to mould the destinies of the
churches of the west.”” Occasionally
it does one good to recall these echoes
of a time that has so hopelesely passed
away.

We are reminded of them just now
by a new volume entitled * A 8hort
History of Ireland, from the Eatliest
Times to 1608, by P. W. Joyce. The
author bas some obvions claims to
notice. Hu is an LL.D. of Trinity
College, Dublin, an M.R.1.A., and
was one of the commissioners for pab-
lishing thke Prehon Laws. He has
shown a certain degree of timidity in
concluding his history at a period 80
remote that even an Irich feud could
hardly be srmposed to coatinue opora-
tive in disturbing the critical faculty,
but he has at least done much to cou-
dense in an easy and setisfactory
manner the early history of the coun-
try and the pecaliar laws by which it
was governed. We can but indicato
in a general way the character of the
work at present for tha benefit of those
who may subsequently pursue the
subjeot. * Irish literatare,” says Mr.
Stopford Brooke in his recent leoture
on the subject, *“is not to Ireland
what English literature is to England.
The mass of the Irish people know
nothing of it, and care very little
about it.” No doubt that is it a great
measure true ; but the Irish press,
bad asit is, has had always a certain
wild litexary flavour, and has propa-
gated much regard for native litera-
ture afnong its many readers. It may
bo said in a general way that the mass
of the people-of any land-know hittle
and care less about the literature, and
e3pecinlly the ancient literature, of
the:conntry. Mr. Joyce has gone in
a very systematis manner about his

task of popularizing a vaguely appre-
cinted learning.

Hig first chaptor, a long one, is
dovoted to the raauners, customs and
institutions of thw ancient Irish, to
the language, the literaturo of tbe
anciont peoplo ; the ecolesiastical and
religious writinga—the early history
of Iroland being, ns we have shown by
means of n quotution from Mr. Green,
largely ecolesiastical in charactoer, the
anuals, histories, genonlogies of the
ocountries—mas srials of which thero is
a great plenty in Ireland, to the
Brehon Laws—the most remarkable
code of laws ovor possessed by any
ngoplo ; to musio, arct, dwellings and

"domestio customs. This chapter alone,

if oirculared by itgelf, would form a
most uscful volume. The fate of the
languego hag been noticenble. The
ancient Irish, ending with the twelfth
cantury, hes left but fow valueble
remaing ; the middle Irish, ending
about the fourteenth century, has been
fairly prolific of important manu
scripts ; the modern Irish, from the
fifteenth contury to our day, has been
rich in manuscript materials ; but, of
course, this, too, is a vanishing langu.
age, like the two preceding ; and all
are hard to comprebend. The Brehon
Law 18 worth studying, at least, in thia
brief memoir. Dr, Joyce's desoription
is as follows . * The Brehon Law then
wag derived partly from immemorial
custom like the common law of Eng.
land and partly from the decisions of
eminent jurists—customs and decis-
ions being carefully written with com-
mentaries by successive generations of
lawyers into their books.” This is,
in fact, the manner of the growth of
the Roman Law, which oblained a
world-wide authority.

One of the provizions of the Irish
law may be referred to as having some
merit in it. ln certain cases, when
justico could not be obtained without
rrocess, the plaintiff, having served
due notice, went to the house of the
defendant, and sitting down before his
door remained thers without food.
‘Che length of the fast was regulated
by law according to the circumstances
of each case. This was called * fast-
ing’ on tbe defendant. It hath an
Irish aix. It may be commended to
the notice of a mercantile community
which has to expend, we may calcnlats,
about 6 per cent., at least, of its
incomo in collecting it from debtors.
It would certainly be a most interest-
ing and even amusing sight to ses, for
example, a congregation of local tailors
* fagting ** outside the doors of some
very oodurate clients; of grocers
camping out in the cool of a November
day before the private residences of
many people who have an ides * they
must live " —at somebody’s expense ;
of dootors endeavouring to collect
their accounts by starving themselves
in front of their patients’ residences;
of lawyers—no, a line must be drawn
somewkero, the gentlemen of the pro-
fession may be trusted nover to « {ast
under any eircumstsnces. It appears
from some sources that the debtor
was bound to fast as long as the cred-
itor remained fusting! This gave
*s the bulge "—if that phrase has any
technical velue in the Brehon Law—
to the debtor, who, remaining inside,
was able to satisfy his hunger, if not
his ecreditor, with a sarreptitious
sausage or an illegitimate and sinful
swig at an usquaebaugh flask, while
theunfortunate creditor was compelled
to remain out in the cold both as to
his money and his nourishment.
Still, the practice has antiguity to
sanction it and we may commend it
asa not impossible remedy in cerfain
very bad cases. It may provo as
effectual and as inexpensive as the

‘| Divigion Court.

Thers 15 an excellent account of the
condition of education and schools in
ancient times; and we may suspect
that a good deal of rabbish has been
written about the want of education

and-schools in early ages whea-a very

large part of tho community was
ongaged in religious dutias, and one
of thogo duties was teaching, Greok,
Latin, native Irish, history, anthmetio,
astronomy, geometry, musio, and of
courso thoology— wore all widely
taught ; and ‘the course,” begun
vary oarly, was twolve years! The
Brehon Law took cognizance of the
schools in important pacticulars and
laid dowa provisionas for the protection
of thomasters. Men of lenrning were
held in high ostimation, and o teacher
had many claims to distinction. The
rehgious activity of the country was
of course vory remarkabie, * suoh as
probably,” says the authnor, * hag
never been witnessed in any other
country.” All this educational and
religious aotivity began as early as the
sixth century. As wo have said, Mr.
Joyce cnds his story in the 16th, but
he gives a very vivid account of such
remarkable and still piocturesque inci-
dents a3 tho battle of Clontarf against
the Danes; tue Auglo Norman inva-
sion ; the prolonged * conquast * by
England; the famous rebellion of
« Silken Thomus " in days when

Silken Thomas flung
King Jamies's sword
On council board,
Tho Foglish Thanes among .

of the ¢ Plantations ** from England;
of tho rebellion of Hugh O'Neill, Eer!
of Tyrone, etc. A book lke this
written in a temperate spirit by a man
apparently not a modern agitator, and
having a respect for aacient history
and an ancient people, is calvulated to
do good. The pity of it is that people
will not read history, hardly even in
compendinms ; and the publie is im-
patient of new ideas concerning early
times. A prejadice is so much an
easier thing to entertain,

The Dead of the Past 6,000 Years.

In that curionsarticle,  The Number
of People Since Adam,” which has
found a place in nearly all of the
*Queer” columns in the United States
daring the past threo or four years, the
author asserts: *The whole surface
of theglobe bas been dug over 120 times
in order to get room for burial places.’
Let us geo :

In 6,000 years we have 60 centuries
and in each century an average of three
generations, or 180 generations in all,
each being a generation of 1,600,000,
000, Now lay for that immense gen-
eration.]

Give w each man, woman and child
agrave 3 . .. by 2, or 10 square feet.
A square mile contains something less
than 28,000 000 square fest. 1f this
last calculation be correct, you will
have to have a cemetery 55 wiles long
by 10 wide for each generation. Now,
multiply tbis by 180, the whole number
of generations “since Adaw,” and you
havo a burying ground large enough for
every human being that bas died in the
last 6,000 years. This vast cemeotery
although awful to contemplate, would
bp bat 1,800 miles long by 55 miles
wide, or, in order to get it in better pro
portions, say 220 miles wide and 450
wiles Jong. In other wards a burying-
ground containing 100,000 square miles
wonld bo safficient for the graves of
every human being that heseverexisted.
The area of Missouri and Iowa com-
bined would be smply aufficient for
such a cemetery, with 22,425 miles Jeft
for walks and driveways.

1f the calculation is carried ont for
100 000 years instead of 6,000 it will
bo found that tho cemetery need only
be a square 1,700 miles in extent ench
way. On this basis the United States
east of the Mississippi River is large
enough to furnish a grave for all the
boman beings that bhave died duriog
the past 6,000 and for the 94,000 years
to come.

4 8implowayto hiclp Poor Cathollc Miaions

_Bavo all cancelled poatago stampe of ove
Rind and oonntry acd sond thom to Rov. P,
M. Barral, Hammontoa, Now Jereey. Give

at onco your sddress, and yon will rocelve-

with the noocssary explanation a aica Son.
AMissinng,

~vaonir of Hammonton

Wealth and Character.

Two citizons courting the daughter
of Themistocles, ho preferred tho
worthy man to the rich ong, and as
signed this reason : He had rather she
ghould have a man without money
than nioney without & man. Your
Midas, that turns averything into gold
that ho touches rarely begots * goldon
lads,” as Shakespearo calls tho child-
ron of gonius. The father of tho *im-
mortal William ** himgelf failed utterly
in business, but ho loved art and the
drama, and he had hospitable instinots
and begot a *‘golden lad.” Love for
monsy destroys the higher instincts in
man or womap. ‘! Possessiou,” Renan
bas said, **is not an evil, yet tho ao-
quisition of riches implies some impor-
tection, because, if tho wesithy man
bad been less eager for gain, less en-
grossed in business, more mindful of
his spiritual life ; if ho had giver more
alms and shown mcre of the liberality
which markes a lofty wind, he would
pot have been so rich. Wo make our
fortunes by our faults, Lecause, in
order to become wealthy, we must in-
sist n:pon our rights, be careful of our
money, take advantage of others, go to
law, things which are not the best nor
the fit work for a lofty mind.” As the
proverb says : * The rish man's wealth
.5 bis strong city, and the destruction
of the poor is their poverty, but the
lahor of the righteous tendsth to life.”
Let us hope that all the labor of wo-
man and her higher education tend,
also, to righteousness auA to life.

German Nobility, 1/60.

If their raok is such as to keep up
the state of guards for their hounsss,
they are in general ysgers, or military
huntsmen, continusily employed when
off duty in brioging in venison and
other game, or some other usefal
employment. * * * x

An exaot regularity is observed in
their mode of living; they breakfast
at 6, summer and winter ; dins at 12;
drink coffee at threo ; sup at 6 in the
evening, and are always in bed at 9,
family prayers being always read
before breakfast and after supper.
They soldom spend more than an hour
at dinper, drinking their quantity
while eating. After suppar is thelr
only time for jollity and drinking in
the Irish manner, so thst no time is
lost from attention to their concerng,
ard, indeed, I never saw much excess
among them, Hunting the boar,
coursing and shooting are their prinei-
pa! amusements abroad, and within,
pretty much the same ag our own,

Their ladies are more active, live
more regular, and are better economists
than ours, I think as bandsome, but
not in general go delicate in expression
,rctherwise. When alone, Lady Pap-
penheim rode out every morning a few
miles, either on horseback or in »
carrisgo—the former, if weather per.
mitted ; drank coffee on her return,
and employed herself wholly in her
cellars, preservatory, or distillery, or
necessary family avocations uantil din-
ner time ; sfter dinner dressed, and, if
no othor business interfered, amuged
herself with gewing or music until 3,
then drank tea rnd coffes, and walking.
abroad or in the gardens was the.gs -
eral evening’s amugement until ‘supper
time,— Fortaightly Review
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Fo> Qver Fifty Ycars
Alzs, WixsLow’s Sootumio SvRUP has been usod by
mothers for thelr children whiloteethinz, Itsoothes
. <l

Yegu b
best remedy for Dianbhmy. Twenty-five cente &
dottle. Sold by all druggists ircughoat; the world
Bo gure and ask for Mes, Wixsiox’s SooTnIxa sTeur.

Captaln Chsdwick, of tho 101st Royal
Muoster Fusilicrs, has .promoted to the
Adjutancy of tha 5th battallion, st Limerick,
in succossion to Adjutant Mawe, whorctires
(uoder tha age clause) in Deocembor, and
who has boen connected: with the vegiment
since ‘1865, .

Sympsthizidg Visitor—* And whbat did
tho dostor say was resily tho mattor with
you?' Invalid—*¢"Vell, miss, his vory

words wero ¢ You're a-sufferin’ from a guitar
.n the stomach; with a great waut of tone.’”
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