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M% ALMA MATE.

THE Tno in making its bow to the public, ànd soliciting for
itself a candid hearing, cannot avoid saying something abot Our
.Alma Mater, who has embraced us in her loving 'arms, and
watched over and stirnlated our intellectual growth thus fai.
Thirteen years ago the Institute at Woodstock wvas opened for
instruction. The school was organized on the forth of Jnly,
1860 ; and by the end of the first short term, there were býtween
thirty and forty pupils on the rolL. The second terin the attend-
ance was nearly double the above number. But before thé thi-d
term, opened the Institute builditngs were burned down. On the
norning of the 8tIl of January, 1861, on the spot where our

present noble edifice stands, there was nothing but a pile of
snoking ruins. When the former edifice (which *as idt quit
(inisled) wavs burned, the Trustees hadonly eiglit thisand d4.
lars insurance on it, and they owed thirteen thousand six hundred
dollars. Few then had any confidence in the Baptists being atle
to organize a good school, and lience up to this time contributions
caune in grudgingly. But the terrible calamity whioh came upo
the Institute at the very thresldr-k of its career, toucled the great
heart of the Denoinination, and in fourteen weeks twehty-one
thouïsand six hundred dollars were subscribect to rebuild the Insti-
tate edifice, and pay off the debt. The Hon. Wm. MeMaster,
who has more than once inaugurated schiemes which have resulted
in great good to our educational interests, promptly came forward


