I NOova SCQTI_’A AXD TIE ADJOINING PROVINCUS. a3t
standard of Heaven, Ife compares himself , himself hefore the Lord. IPoor man! Ifow
with his fellow-men, in place of trying himself | difficult it is for us to know owrsclves! Veri-
Dy the law of Jehovah,  Tven granting that !ly tho Greeinn sage was right, who said, that
he was not “an extortioner,” or *unjust,” ! self-knowledge was the most difficult of all
—did he “love his enemies?”  Did ho “bless | things, The Pharisee, with much labor, and
them that cursed him?”  Did he “ pray for | at great expense,

them who despitefully used and persecuted ¢ Built his soul a lordly ploasurc-house,
him?”  Dil he do this with all his heart and Wherein at case for aye to dwell ;"

soul? Did he do it constantly? “T trow ! but the fabric which he reared at so great
not.” And granting, also, that he was not . cost, and of which he boasted so loudly, sud-
“an adulterer,” was there no impurity that ' denly fell upon him, and crushed himin its
lurked within him? Was he “a temple of ruins. Had he never rend among the sayings,
God#” Did “the Spirit of God dwoll in | of the wise man, “He that trusteth in his
him?”  Did he * glorify God with his body ! own hemit is a fool ; but he that trusteth in
and his spirit, which were God’s?” But not ' the Lord shall be made fat ?”  Had he never
content with this flattering cowparison of ! heard out of the book of the Prophets, that
himself with the wicked, hie nqw casts around ' the Lard had spoken these words, * Cursed

%xis eve upon those who had come to the!
souse of prayer, and adds with yet still great-

cr complacency, “ or even as this Publican,” !
T'he very fact that he places the Publiean in i
contrast with * extortioners, and unjust, and
adulterers,” clearly shews that he did not
reckon the Publican guilty of such sins as
others were chargeable with. He singles
himself out from among the ungodly raass,
that he may vauntingly compare himself even
with him.  Having used- the charaeter of
gross offenders as the dark ground whereon
to exhibit his own shining qualities, he now,
for a still more exulting display of himself,
fixes upon one who is not only free from the
gross offences of others, hut who ever pours
out his heart in supplication hefore his God.

be the man that trusteth in man, aund maketh

! flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth

from the Lord. For he shall bo like the
heath in the desert, and shall not sce when
good cometh ; but shall inhabit the parched
places in the wilderness, in & salt land, and
not inhabited. Blessed is the man who trust-
eth in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is;
for he shall be as a tree planted by the waters,
and that spreadeth out her roots by the river,
and shall not see when heat cometh, but her
leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful
in the year of drought. neither shall ceaso
from yielding fruit.”  Woe is unto thee, thou
poor, blind Pharisee! Thou knowest not
“the blessedness of that man unto whom
God imputeth righteousness without works,

HU\;: lfll;ll, is it th‘:‘t ‘;8 surpa‘sses :l',‘e Pi’f"',i" whose iniquities are forgiven, whose sins are
ean? How is it that he can place himself In. covered.” When thou shouldest have con-
the light, and the poor tox-gatherer i sha- ! fessed, thou didst hoast; when thou should.
dow? T fast,” sgys he, “twice in th’e’ est have accused thyself, thou didst accuse
,\Egzk\i olsfi‘:?a \:'l!:lh:s of all ﬁ‘a:n}) I(;?:e;:;t  thy brethren, and despise thy fellow-worship-
2 had  epjoine! y A er.
il}:mng thedyear,f:—tbag. which lt)ook ph‘l‘;?n on ' Verse 13.—~“And the Publican, standing
the great day of atonament; but the Phari- | afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes
aee, (tlhroggh a voluntary st;}lf-gl};h:coi?mess,i unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, say-
aste ; . sted every !} 1 i AR
“sotndnt‘w:‘::zder?:y v"lc‘}‘ek i o —-:ve t l.()'l‘mg,' God be_merciful u}?to 1",(‘10’ :1 ",’3“3" ¥
b lay every Thuraday, , Oh! blessed Publioan, thou didst pray indeed !
day, Sabbath excepted. 'These fasts he kept Thou didst come with that offering which God
ot Qessaction of e tompls, the ! Meskts Thoush o W 5. a-gatherer,
y—t , the . hear| ough thou was x-gatherer,
burning of the law, and the profanation of ' thou didst come unto the Most Hig%, kuow-
the name of God,—things not altogether un-{ ing that those who are unable to pay, are free
;vsor;l'\l{,ymg‘ei;dh.tot; being kepgu{; :;m:g:br;zsg:g forgive:l}.‘ 'll‘hough thou td}dstfstaud (a‘z Ia
1 it Lave remin istance, thy heart was not far from God.
of their great sinfulness wherevy those events  Though thou didst not dare to lift up thine
fiad‘blem bx:ough.t a?out' ; but the m‘rr‘e ::gltl _eves, ye't‘mou didst lift up thy spirit unto the
of Whith, eoukd ‘mever. eomtiiats any tree! e it wis because- hou Snewost. that 1
ground of depengence. “But the Dharisee e:il \:'xu\:ﬁ:rc. c’:‘ll‘lﬁx di&)sl; cal.lef";r merey, b:f‘
furtheg s gav; tlilthfs of all that hc] possﬁssed,]”{ cause thau knewest that no one shall ever
or rather, * of all that he acquired.” ‘Though ' stand without merey. Thou didst confess
t:w lffi\"i'dcom!&la!;dcid to tithg‘zmly tlhe fl‘lii(tls of thyself aﬁ:inner, kuowing that ¢ if we eonfess
the field, and of the trees, and the produce , our sins, God is fuithful and jusy to forgive
of the cattle, he tithed mi'm, and anise, and | us our qins. and to clease us 't%oih all unrigh-
;!umml:ll. mld.e\‘er‘i' :the;‘ liulekp'xf.l:1 \\'}inercbl)t:_ teousness.” Thy pgtition was ?hlo"’ but ful}
ie made gain. Thus he reckon imself  of meaning,—* God be merciful to me, n
not only negatively better than the nngodly, ! sinner,” '1"hou didst nat seek to justify {h_‘\'»
hut also positively hetter than the upright , self, but to acknowledge thy transgressions,
Publican,” He therefore sought to justify When thou appearedst 1 the presence-chame



