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thst lier ratio of progreqs is f ar higher
than that nt any other Churcli, the a~u-
thor puts the matter thus-

IIMlule iving these figures cu behalf
01 the csa6a lisruent, let us net. forgct
that it is only thirty-six years since the
Disruption, when the majority of hier po-
pular ministers loft the Church, and in
most cases carried the whole of their
congrogations with them. Consider for
a moment, niy fellow-latymen, what in-
lierent vitality there inust be in an Es-
tablishied Church %vhen our own lias
madte sunob a niarvellous recovery.
J.ndeed, the stî'ongcst and only valhd
charge that the other churches can bring
against it la. that they cannot excel it.
Could yen have any better proot oi the
,value otf Establishment and Endowrnent P
There are very fiaw Lowland congregft-
dions, that were but a small remnant in
1843, whlch have flot by this time re-
covered, while nxany city ehurches have
larger congregations than beforo. ln
the city of Aberde-en, where almost every
minister came eut in 1843, and whcre
there were flue congregations with over
1IW0 members, one with more than 2000,
ad a total member.ship of about 15,000,
-there are now seven with more than
1M0 members, one with more than 2000,
and a total mexnbership eof 16,,166 te fil-
tten courehes. ln the same eity the Free
Churcli has 'twenty congregations, with a
membership ef 11,23<>, and the United
Fresbyteriaus havqe six ohurches with a
membership of' 2J32,-another exatuple
of a nlajority of eleven churches yielding
aminority et nearly 3000 memubers.")

DISESTABLISY5!EN.'T AN EFFECTUÂL BAR
TO UNION.

"And bere let me say, that although I
have been advocating union ail through,
1 ama eue eof those who wiil take ne part
in it alter disestablishiment. The three
thurches are on au equal footing at
present, and very littie rearrangement
should b. r'pqnired te enable Christian
,men te obtain a cemmon bisI eof union.
Utnity we can have, and yet retain our
separate churches; but there will be
neither union nor unitynordy «er
disestablialimout. But suppose union
ajler disestablishment as a possibility
there is likeiy te be this great diff'erence
between the two; union wWaeut dises-

tablishrneut implies the discontinuance
of' ail those churches that are net roat-
ly requirect; wvhoreas union after,
imiplies necessarily nothingr of the
kind. The ene union would b. a na-
tional blessing ;the other, ainything but
that. 1 amn Iîi-otty confident that if [
could geL union flrst,. ne one would say
a word about disestiblisli ment alter-
wards."1

THE GENERAL AS'JY

CIIIIRCU OF SCOTLAND.

The Generat Assembly of the Chtnreh
of' Setland was opened yesterday in
Edinburgh, with the custoniary fermai-
Lies, by the Queen's Lord Higli Cein-
missiener, the Eari of Rosslyn. lu ac-
cordance with Mla-'isterial recora menda-
Lion, the day was observed as a general
holiday, in Coramernoration eof lier Ma-
jesty's bîrtb. The weathcr. fortunately,
sxniled on the oc'asion as it has net doiîe
for some years pat - and under this
genial influence the townat'olk, set loose
front business reinforced by a large con-
tingent of' country cousins, turned eut ln
.great force to wituess the accustomed
State pageant. After holding the usual
levce at flolyrood, the Lord 111gh Cein-
missioner went in procession through
,streets lined with close packed crowda
tu the Iligh Chureli, where a sermon
was preached by the retiring, Modera-
ter. Froni thence bis Grace proceeded
te the Assembly Hall, which, he entered
under a royal sablue frorn the castle
guns. The Asseînbly haviug then been
coustituted, aud the retiring Moderator
h a"ing given. place te Dr. Watson,
Dundee, the farniliar business eof receiv-
ing and recording the Royal Commniss-
ion and letter was duly transacted, con-
gratuiatory addresses delivered f rom and
te the throne, and comiîttees appoiîtted
for getting thte proceedings eof the As-
sembly under way. The vat-ancy ini
the Frocuratorghip occasioned by the el-
evatien of' Mr. Lee te the bench was


