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that her ratio of progress is far higher
than that of any other Church, the au-
thor puts the matter thus-—
© ¢ Wiule giving these figures on behalf
of the establishment, let us not forget
that it is only thirty-six years since the
Disruption, when the majovity of her po-
pular ministers left the Church, and in
most cases carried the whole of thewr
congregations with them. Consider for
3 moment, my follow-laymen, what in-
herent vitality there must be in an Es-
tablished Church whea our own has
made such a marvellous recovery.
Indeed, the strongest and only vahd
charge that the other churches can bring
egainst 1t is, that they cannot excel it.
Could you have any better proof ot the
value of Establishment and Endowment ?
Thero are very few Lowland congrega-
tions, that were but a small remnant in
1843, which have not by this time re-
covered, while many city churches have
-larger congregations than before. In
the city of Aberdeen, where almost every
minister came out in 1843, and where
there were five congregations with over
1000 members, one with more than 2000,
and & total membership of about 15,000,
—~there are now seven with more than
1000 members, one with more than 2000,
sud & total membership of 16,466 to fit-
teen cnurches. Inthesame city the Free
Church has twenty congregations with a
membership of 11,230, and the United
Presbyterians have six churches with &
membership of 2352,—another example
of a majority of eleven churches yiclding
s minority of nearly 3000 members.”
DISESTABLISHTMENT AN EFFECTUAL BAR

TO GNION.

« And hers let me say, that although I
bave been advocating uunion all through,
lam one of those who will take no part
init after disestablishment. The three
churches are on an equsl footing at

-present, and very little rearrangement
should be required to enable Christian
men to obtain a commmon basis of union.
Unity we can have, and yet retain our
separate churches; but there will be
neither union nor unity in our day after
disestablishmont. But suppose union
afler disestablishment as a possibility
there is likely to be this great difference
between the two; union without dises-
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tablishmeunt implies the discontinuance
of all those churches that are not real-
ly required; whaereas union afler,
implies necessarily  nothing of the
kind. The one union wonld bhe ana-
tional blessing : the other, anything but
that. 1 am pretty confident that if
could get anicn first,. no one would say
a word about disestablishment alter-
wards.”

THE GENERAL ASSEMLLY.

CHBURCH OF SCOTLAND,

The General Assembly of the Chwreh
of Scotland was opened yesterday in
Edinburgh, with the customary formali-
ties, by the Queen's Lerd High Com-
misstoner, the Earl of Rosslyn. In ac-
cordance with Maygisterial recommenda-
tion, the day was observed as a general
holiday, in Commemoration of Her Ma-
jesty’s birth, ‘The weather, fortunately,
smiled onthe ocrasion as it has not done
for some years past:and under this
genial influence the townsfolk, set loose
from business reinforced by s large con-
tingent of country cousins, turned out in
great force to witness the accustomed
State pageant. After holding the usual
levee at Holyrood, the Lord High Com-
missioner weat in procession through
streets lined with close packed crowds
to the Xligh Church, where a sermon
was preached by the retiring Modera-
tor. From theuce his Grace proceeded
to the Assembly Hall, which be entered
under a royal salute from the castle
guns. The Assembly having then been
constituted, and the retiring Moderator
haring given place 0 Dr. Watson,
Dundee, the familiar business of receiv-
ing and recording the Royal Commiss-
ion and letter was duly transacted, con-
gratulatory addresses delivered from and
to the throne, and committees appointed
for getting the proceedings of the As-
gembly under way. The vacancy in
the Procuratorship occasioned by the el-
evation of Mr. Lee to the beach was



