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Communication to the Editor.
PROFESSOR SKILLING'S REPORT CN THE
GREAT AMERICAN REAPING-MACIHINE.

Tue following valuable report is from the
pen of Thomas Skilling, Esq., Professor of
Agriculture, Queen’s College, Galway ; and
we recommend its attentive perusal by our
readers pefore they embuare in uny specula-
tion with the reaping machine referred to:—

Swi—TI presume you, and the readers of
the Gazerre—the landowners, gentry, and
farmers of Ireland—uwill be anexious to hear
something of the great Awmetican reaping-
machine that has lately been ushered into
Ingland under such favourable auspices,
and has produced such a sensation among
all classes, and which occupied the atten-
tion of the leading members of the influ-
ential press in no slight degiee.  According
to their views, this implement is to produce
an entire revolution, not alone in this conn-
try, but in ours also. The British farmers is
hencetorth to ce altogether independent of
the Irish reaper, the penedical visits of
whom conld be readily dispensed with, were
a good substitute provided 5 but this ma-
chine is ulso to be a substitute for protection,
and a panacea for for free trade.  You are, 1
suppuse, aware that the Royal Commis-
sioners of the Great Exhibition, appointed
judges to examine and report upon its merits,
among whom were two leading members of
the Royal Agricultural Society, one of them
Mr. Pusey, so well knrown as a distinguish-
ed agriculturist and writer.  These gentle-
men, afler trial, appear to have considered
it very efficient, awarded the owner the
great medal, and Mr. Posey has since given
a most favourable account of it in the Jour-
nal of the Royal Agricultural Society, No.
xxil.,, page 160. Itappears to have acted
altogether to the satisfaction of the fore-
named partics; but there were certain others
in Enazland perhaps equally acute. The
landowners and farmers of the noith, were
determined to see and judge for themselves.
The East Cumberland Agricnltural Society
held their annual eattle and stock show at
Carlisle, on the 18th instant : they hired and
brought down the machine to a field in the
neighbourhood, and had it tried on that, and
the succeeding day, on the I8th I, with
others, attended, and shull brieily detail
what [ saw.

The ficld had a moderate declivity; the
crop, wheat, an average of the neighbour-
houd, what we would consider lizht, but all
standing up 3 the grovnd unfavourable, be-
ing in narrow ridges, with moderately deep
farrow 3 the plot sclected was nearly square,
a pottion on each side, with the end ridges,
having been reaped and cleared off; the
machine commenced at one side, and reaped
ull round, was drawn by two strong horses,

which were on their mettle and distressed 5
up the hilly in the ceuntie of the rudge it cut
wells across the hill aud ridges - badly, and
down the hill far worse ; in fact, in the latter
case, it dragzed off the heads, leaving a
great portion of the straw cat at various
lengths; and as a gentleman, a looker on,
observed, < It was like a man half shaved
with a bad razor.” | reckoned twenty-two
persons attending it, men and women; all
appeared to be very busy collectiugand
binding up the greain in bundles, not sha-
ves, the heads and roots being somewhat
equal ; this is its greatest fault, delivering
the grain after being cot, strewing the
heads all over the ground; the persons at-
teuding could have cut the grain, at least as
vuickly, immeunsely better,and without one-
fourth the loss.  After it had cut once ronnd
the field, it was obvious.to the most casual
observer, that it was from home—ouat of its
element—a decided failure; all present
agieed in this. On the neat day, the 20th,
we had another fair trial, under other cir-
cumstances, and in another part of the coun-
try. The Earl of Lousdale, for his own
information, and that of his tenamts and
neighbours, hired, and had it brought down
1o Westmoreland, where it appeared before
a large party of the nobility, gentry, far-
mers. &c., on the farm of Mr. Beanstead,
near Lowther, and commenced work about
eleven olock. This field was laid out
favorably, in broad, weil-formed ridges, with
very shallow furrows, and was much more
favourable in that respeect than the one at
Carlisle except being rather hilly, steep, and
a much better crop, which, I could easily
perceive, was against it. It cuts mode-
rately light grain better than heavy; here
it was a good, standing crop, such as a
reaper would chaose for a first-rate day’s
work ; it was drawn by two very strong hor-
ses, but it would have required four. They
were mych distressed, and during the four
honrs it worked, were twice changad. As
on the former day, it cut cleanly up the hill,
but very badly across the ridues, particu-
larly at the foot, where the grain was strong;
and they did not atlempl io cui down the slopz
af all ; it would have been abortive.  After
two ronnds of bad work, they wvive up cut-
ting across also, and coufined the operation
to entting up hill, goina dovn empty.  The
work was continued four hours, cutting in
all 9,760 square yards, or a little over twe
statnte acres. As on former days, a great
number of persons were attending, binding
up, &ec., in fact, a quantity that could have
reaped more ground in the same time, aud
immensely cleaner and better. Its great
fault—delivering the grain from the plat-
form—on which' it falls after being cut 5 this
falls on the former cut ground in great dis-
order, strewing it over with lass heads. A
frial was made to bind wp some of the
heaps into shaves orderly, straightening the



