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feet wide: as wc desccnded along, 'vo had somte diffiielty in preserviîlg
our footing, fbr the coal has unt inclination like the roof of' a house, or "dips"
about one foot ini threc. After going soine diÉtanee, WCe passed throughi a
door, and 'vithin a few yards, a second one; this, our guide informnel us, wvas
to prevent the air taking a, wrong course; for one door had to bc shut before
the second one 'vas opened, and thus thec current was never diverted froni its
designed, road.

We now carne into a part oftheli Mine whcrc the )tin iore nt work, ant i

the air feit inucli fireslier and purer; 'vo descended another stecep inclbiw
where deep ruts 'vere vorn, 1by the sleds of' coal sliding <lown theni; fur the
road is too stecp for wvheel.. At the bottoin of this incline, stables had becu 1
made ini one of' the old workings or Ilboardls," for a dozen hior, and ut the
entrance a trougli of' 'ater fbr theiti to drink 11roni; wlîkh 'vater 'vas so0
clear and fresh, alwayVs rutniig out of' the -solid eoul, tlat yoiu could Sec a f.
pin at the bottoni of the trough ; and it jleasid fthe taste a-, wvel am' the eyc:
such a spring would have becti invalitdlc in inîauy places. Thc liorses thrive
by it and thuir lccep, for WC never saw fluter, siet reatitres,, au4 their
polished coats would have donc cýredit to, aiy gntleniatî's grooin. Ive were
told they 'vere very hculthy, and except froin atcidentai causes, rcniicd, a
long ime in the pitQ.

Wie now proeceded on our journey, and soon rcached thec bottorn of' one 'nt
the shafts, up ivhich the coal is raised: it 'vas about two liundred and flfty
feet deep, and linced ail round froin top to bottoni ivith plank, to prevent
acidents front tlie stoac or siate falling onit or' the iddes, and injuriing, the
men while working below. IVe looked up, and although the day was fine
and sky elear, 'vo could not distinguisb any stars; and therefore, doubt the
report of their being viî,iblc froin the bottorn of a 'veil or pit duriing daylight;
or else conclude thiat thero Was flot a star at thec zetàtth, just nt the tinte WCo
were tuking an observation.

MVe aiti dese-ended by aitother steel) incline, and passewd necar the enigine-,pit,
down whieh We hoard. the 'vater rushingç. This qtreanti is thus directed that
it may nssist in carrying the cool air down into, the Mine; and after runiningj
its course round the works,, pusses over the furniace-fire, and by expansion, is
ejected aguin iute flhc upper air, whec ail the noxious gases it hus absorbed
are soon dis.sipated. I

.Af ter reaching flic bottoni of' the lowest pit, 've turncd off and walkedJ
adong the railroad, by NIilich. the coals are conveyed to the shaft; again
've passed throughi double doors; but here a blIaek-fhced, but cheerful looking
hatle fellow of -onie tweive years olil, opcncd the door for us; and ive learned
that he is called a ",tralper;" that his sole duty is to open and shut these
doors during the hours that the pits are at wvork. Ris ranik is the lowest, or
înitiatory one iiith ul cIe or' pit cniploynîcnt: this led us to inquire liowv


