
Th/Lt iliiiNte.

.ftontr'eiI was (lue in drilling a ininister, wl'ho vas on hiis way to
preaclh ta a vacant col]gCregation here on the following Sbab
in the (lelivery of thie.qeions iiitended for tie occasion. Other
illinisters would douibtles-, give ai fair specinien of the sermons as
ordinarily deivered -. but they would likcly suflbr in the, popular
e.stimnation for their honcsty. Use soine coninion-sensc mnethod of
inqui"r'.

2. Increased fatfleson the part of the, eldership woiild
]essen tie li«a-bilitv to difficulties lietween pastor and people. In
the reforme eliurclies thle cldcrship wras recrarded zis eiiihodyingr
the piniicple of the 1)eple's righit ta a Substantive part in tie
governinent of the churcli, and ais z bulwark for the church
zagauiist ciricaldomiination. Our mnisters have thereforeza righlt
ta look for the support of the eldershiip in the generaImnae
ment of the afihirs of the cangrrep-ation and of the chiurch, in har-
miony with the principles and practice.s set forth or warrantcd iii
thie N,\ev, Testament and tie regurilaiti ons provided by the cliurch;
*11n9 the congtregrations have a right ta look to the eldersl for
prot. ction against any encroachînent on their scriptural liberty
-in<1 any unnelccssýary and irribiting chiange- iu establislied
usages. The pastor î11;y lie a l)ettcr.judge(- of huinan nature gex-
erally than hlis l1l~ ut they are better judges of the actuai
opinions, tînpers and expectations of the niemnbers of the con-
gregations ; and even whlcii they are siatisfied of tliu. prol)riety
iand deialn~sof a chanre. Shauld finl-'1 resistan xiovation
on existing usagfes, until the people arc cducutedl u1 to tx leChange
but t.he2y should Ca operate iii stich cduca-ti)la. There sceis t-o bo
a tendency aniongr aur eiders at tie present tinie to l)ecoîne more
class leaders and public exhorters I would not depreciate suchl
w'ork -.nuch good mnay ho dIcie thrbaiit should bc donc
t-o the, extent t-o whlicl tiînc and qu1alificzations jus--tify -,but it is
secondary in tlieit' office, and there are othiersý ini tie cnrgation
Whao Inay do0 thlese z. as -%vell :anid as the mainifestaL-tioni of
the 8pirit is g1iven ta caclh ance ta profit witha«ýl, the opparLInity
slionhi bc fur-ni.shed hiizui for contributingI ]lus quota, iii the Spirit,
for the, commnon good. I may bc skire 1 -,vould .>.-y and dIo nlany
things botter than they arc said or donc; but it doe.- niot, follow
that it woull beo botter for the congrcgation or the churchi that 1
shIouldl retain the -,zyingq and doinr i yown lzi(.s


