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Aniy teacher who lias f cit this ilmpulse, this inspiration (andi
what truc teacheeilias niot ?) lias surely forestalled mie iii the
conisideration of this ocld subjeet, '" The Homiiletios ofTeci '
he moral inifluenice of the teacher, striking out thiroiuglî the

forms, the suggtcestionis, the Nvider applications of difly book-
inistrucetioni=,tis is wvhat I mean by the preacliiing of teachiiuig.
It is a. kiind of moral o2'cdio obliqua(«-not the direct, formai,
pulpiteeriing hiomiletics of the iniister, but al certain swveet
persuasive and pervýasive preaclingi of character, touie, andi look,
suiggestioni, miannier, turii of thouglit; a kiind of aroniia of per-
sonality, a preaching not unilike tlit of flowers and wood-odors.

The indirectness of this truly evangeliziing influence of the
Christian teaclier is the secret of its chief power and charin.
1 ain ilot one of those wvho stickle for definite and formai relig-
gious ilistrtclioi or acts of religious worship in our publie
schools. hIn ",3iieral, I distrust thle helpf uliiess of anlytliing, xvhich
is purely forniai ; andi I arni coniimciied that there is littie beyond
formiality iii the religions exercises with wliich it lias been
customary to open the mioringic sessions of our public sehlools.
But whien religrious andi moral influeneices canl be shied like suni-
beamns anid dewvdrops, so delicately, so softly, so unobtrusively
that they becouîe a part of the pupil's consciousnless, as dewdrop
and sunibeamn becomie a part of leaf andi flowver-texture, thezi, 1
believe is uttered the truc and potenit preacing for youtli. The
teacher who lives the Beatitudes is better far thanl the teacher
who nerely reads thien fromn tlie desk.

Vhîat a. miistaken idea it is of preaching, that tliere nmiust
a1way-- be the orazorical. elemient in it, that it is a clearly-deflned
function of voice, gesture, and formiai homnily. Tlie mninister in
the pulpit is only one of mnany preachers. The birds holci
sweeter and often better services tlian lie; sky andwxind also
liave their messages fronm Goci; tlie very stones wvill be preach-
ingr the sermons -%vlichl thieir Makzer lias written in thi. The
mneclianie preaclies whien lie does grood, lionest, God-fearing work.
Tlie fariner preaches, well or iii, iii the wvay lie tilis the ground.
The doctor preacmes, throughi sympathy, warning, encourage-
ment, and tlie subtie force of character irnpressed upon character.
Above ail, the teacher preaches, through daily example, throughi
mental and moral. syrnpatliy, throughi pure and noble inter-
pretations of trntli, tlirougli the wliole moral and spiritual
atmosphere, whichi lie diffuses about hiniseif. These are better
homiletîcs thainany formai. religious utterance.

Lookiùig back over my own scllool-days, I mnust confess that I
do flot recali any inspirations or lielps gained fromn what wve
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