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vcrdaîît surface. Tlîun shiah be aniswered iîop)efuik' t hlat apostrophe
of the pot t e(;Ce:

"Wliat shial bc,. fl the ancicnt race?
Shall ail forsakze thecir deacl birthi-place,

\'ilotone struggie s'*rong to) kecp
The old soil, whcere their fathiers sleep;
T1e dearcst land on carth's wvide space,
Why leave it se, 0 anicient race?

A.T. S.

The Or >in of Rime.

T is a reniarkzabic fact thiat iii ail the classicai (3rcck and
Latin literature we find. neither rime* of consonants, nor
r ime of vowels, nor except occasionaliy as a figure of
spcech-aiiteration. Yet in the ecclesiastical Latin lite-
rature of the rifth century, we find ail three. And, what

imore curious, they are there used wvitlh a skill tlîat would or-
dinarily suppose centurics of previous deveiopmnent. Thiat
the decadent Romans wouid produce a miracle of this kind

shocks our sense of historical evolution. Vie must suppose soime
outsidc influence.

Now the men Nviio w~ere wvriting Latin thlen wvere of many nat-
tioîîs. Lt wvouid be but naturi to suppose that assonant and conso-
nant rimie, and thec alliteration systeni wvere introduced into Latin
by' mcei wv.lo l1:1( heen aecustonmed to emipiov thcmi ini thcir owin Ian-
gCYu cgCe.

Of flic few literaluires -w'Iiichl have coine dowvii to uis froni that
eariv period, rinsl stantds. out proiiiintl. And of ail ti?. anclicflt
literatures we' know, Irish alone possesses, rime, assonance and alli-
ceratioi. Vhîen -wc remiember thiat t here 'ere ccrtainly Christians
in 1relanci at icasti filte fourtli century (that is bcfore the appear-
ance of the new prosody iii Latin) anîd that comme-rce betwvcen Ire-
land and the Greelz and Latin-speakingr Gauls hiad been kcept up ever
beforc tlle Chîriqtiaîî cra, w'e caîî rcadiiv sec flic possihiiitv of Coni-

*Therc is a (eidener to revert to the o, ,.ri'iai prope.r sl~it-ngt ile.
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