v

10

THE RURAL CANADIAN.

species. Tho distinguishing features of each divi-
sion are the formation of the bill, and the general
habits of each species. Those which exhibit rapa-
cious tendencies are placed in the first family of
this order, and for this reason I will place among
tho Dentirosters soveral specics, as the crows, jays,
and blackbirds, which are generally placed 1n the
family of the Conirosters. Those genera which
poasess strong bills, in some cases curving &t the
point, are Dentirosters;thoso which are furnish-
od with short, wide bills, as the swallows, are Fis-
sirosters; those which have round, thick bills, as the
sparrows, aro Conirosters; those that have long,
straight billslike the woodpeckers,are Tenuirosters;
aud thoso which are furnished with long, stout
bills and short feet, as the kingfisher, belong to
tho family Syndactyliz. Some ornithologists di-
vide and sub-divide the Order Passerinze (Inses-
sores, or Perchers) into over twenty families; but
1 think the present arrangement the best, for at
least young students, and for similar reasons T will
also omit the scientific terms by which birds are
usually designated by professional writers, and in
these Sketches only use their common English
names,

CHOKED CATTLE.

“Probangs for choked caitls may bs obtained
from any ontler who makes s specially of veteri-
nary instruments. All cattle owners ought to
koow that a very effident instrument may be
extemporized by taking a new inch rope six feet
long, openivg it out for an inch at the end, and
leying the strauds back and tying them down on
the end of the rope, so as to make s cup-shaped
end. This shonld be kept straight, being 1aid on
& shelf or hang on three or four nails in the wall
when not in use. 'When used, the mouth should
be held open with a gag about three irchesin dia-
meter, and perforated in the centre by a hole
large enough to receive the cup-shaped end of the
rope. The nosz is raised and the head bronght
into = straight lino with the lower border of the
neck, ther the tongue is well drawn out, and the
probang passed with steady pressure through the
wholelength of the gulletinto tho stomach. There
is more danger of stopping shart of the stomsach
by six inches than of passing it too far. Two
foct extra introduced into the stomach will do no
harm.—Professor James Law, Tthaca, N. Y.

BULTS. N

Colonel F. D. Carlis, in a recent contribution
{o this depariment, urged tho importance of
working balls instead of allowing them #o remain
the dangerous loafers of the farm, & system which
is not in seccord with the spirit of our civilization,
oulside of Gtah. The N. E. Farmer takes up the
topic, saying:

«JIf it were the fashion fo work bulls, mors
might bs kept.  Many farmers who now keep hut
ono ball, and that under constsny fear of soms
sort, would koep two, and have them carn their
living by their labsour, leaving their service as
breeders, and their carcases when grown, as clear
profit. A pair of three-year-olds in our hornless
herd were yoked for the first time a few weeks
sinoe, and drer & drag load of stones a half mils
&t the first lesson, and ploughed » half day the
socond time the yoke was pat on, which is cer-
tainly behaving betler than soms sleers wo havs
koowa. Although hornless cattle must be much
ssfer than those with horns, a great deal depends
on how animals ave treated when young. Every
cali ahoald bs halter broke before it gets too
strong %o bo held casily, and it should be so kindly
troated at all timos that it will follow its keoper
aod sllow of being handled with perfoct conS-
dexoe.™

DON'T LET THE COWS GO DRY.

A long even season of milk is absolutely neces-
sary to boa profitable one. Thero is nothing that
the dairyman needs more exhortation upon than
that of giving a full ration to his herd at all times
during the milking season. There iz less excuse
for feeding a good milch cow stingily than any other
farm animal. She does not ask eny credit; sho
makes prompt daily payment; ard her product is
a cash articla. If he has not the food at hand,
prudence and good judgment, as well as humenity,
requires him to furnieh her full rations at all times,
without regard to a favourable or unfavourablo sea-
son. We always counsel dairymen to make an
carnest effort to produce all tho food for theirherds
upon their own farms, but the first principle of
profitable dairying requires that they giveabundant
food to keop up an even flow of milk, whother
they produce or purchase the food.—ZLive Stock
Journal.

MILK FOR FOWLS.

Since milk is the only article of food known to
contain within itself all the elements necessary to
the perfection of growth and vigour in an animal,
it is not strange that it should be found to be one
of the very best egg-producing materials that can
besupplied to poultry. Given two flocks of fowls,
and treatment, location, and original stock being
equal in all respects save ane, it will be found that
those having skimmed milk as a portion of their
daily food or drink will give more eggs weekly,
and for a longer term of weeks, than those whose
treatment is exactly the same, with this single
exception. In cases where milk is very plentiful,
and only a portion is needed for fowls, it would
be well, say once a week or oitener, to give the
milk in form of curd, by heating it until the whey
scparates from the more solid portions. This is
very nutritious, and its constituents so nearly
resemble the white of the egg, that egg formation
must naturally follow itsuse. Let no one hesitate
to take from his waste milk whatever his hens
will use, assured that they will yield five times
over the returns that swine or any other stock
would give for the same amount.—4American Poul-
try Yard.

Ix Chios carthguakes are more froquent, hot
springs sre appesaring in many places, and the
island is continually sinking.

Goop milk is not to bo had from half-starved
cows. Those who object to high feeding way do
well to remember that good, rich manure also comes
only from well-fed cown

Tax man who makes the business pay is the
man who carcfully sclocts his breeding owes,
annually culls out the old and inferior stock to
fatten for tho market, and constantly keeps at the
head of his flock a thoronghbred male, if he can-
not afford to start with purely bred cwes. No
other kind of stock-raising pays so liberall: at
present a3 sheep growing, if properly attended
0. To bo a successfel fSockmaster you must
keep your flock joung, feed well, and breed with
judgment.

A rax cen be stocked with shecp cheaper
than with any other animals. Bheep will come
nosrer to utilizing everything which grows on tho
farm. Less labour will be required for geiting
feed and stock together.  The returns will come
in soouer snd oftener than with any farm-stock
exoept hogs.  Less money is required for ahelter
and feacing, and less labour is required in hord-
ing, when outside paaturage is accessidlo and pre-
ferrod.  And Soally a bandsome income on the
investment can be bad without tho sale of the
animals themselves.—Boston Cultivalor,

DuriNG 1880 there were disasters to 198 steamships. Of
these 99 were stranded, 40 foundered, 30 sunk by collision,
7 burned, 11 arc missing, 6 were abandoned at ses, 2 sunk
by ice, 2 broke in two, and 1 was destroyed by explosion.

BosToN spends $18.45 & year upon its primary popils,
$28.20 on its grammar puplls, and p§87.¢ on those In its
high and normal schools ; 46 per cent. of its school popula-
tion are in its primary schools, and 54 in its grammar and
high schools,

THe threatening letters aad wamniogs which the Czar of
Russia has been continually finding in his handkerchiefs
and pockets, under his pillow, and elsewhere, have been
traced to a woman who has been in the service of the
Empress for cight years, She was caught putting a letter
in his prayer-book.

CANADIAN FARMING:

AN ENCYCI "P.EDJA OF AGRICULTURE BY
PRACTICAL FARMERS.

Full Cloth Bioding. 435 pp. Nearly Three Hundred lllus.
trations. Oaly $1.50. Worth Double the Money.

The undersigued announces the publication of VoL 1. of the “ Ontario
Agricultural Commistion Report,” which is a condensation of the facts
as given at full length in the five ining vo! In this volume,
complete in itself, will be found the results reached by the Commis-
sioners; in fact, in its pages is given, in accessible form and conve-
niently mm for ready refesence the cream of what is contained in
nearly three pages.
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special crops—including fax, tobacco, beans and sarghum; agricultural
education and farm accounts: metecrology s the Muskoka district;
diseates ofstock ; stock laws and minutes of the several mectings of the
Commission, The whale formiag a woek

Indispensable to every Fasmer, and which oply re.
quites to be seen to be appreciated.

The London “ Advertiser,” in ncticing the book, says :—* So speciSic
are many of the details entered into that each chapter may aluost be
mdm_aun-bwkaw-b&wthhrxﬁmﬁrﬁea concern.
ing whichitteats. . . . Isprofusely i 3 the eng
ings will no doulx be meful in guiding wany readers to a clearer com-
peehension of the text than they would otherwise obtain.™
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