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RIJRCOL UMBI4A AND TUE NOR TIJ-WEST.

BY REV. DR. COCHRANE.

CANMORE
's flext reached, and then Banff Springs, where several of our
fellow passengers leave us. Onward we rush ta Field, down the
Ki'ckin1g Horse pass and on ta the Glacier House, passing on
Ouir Way the giant mnountair% peaks that have so often been de-
scribet and that appear sa sublimnely awful and grand when
seenl for the first time, if, indeed, they do flot always appear sa
ta the refiective mind, who contrasts the puny work of man
With the handiwork of God: At .Canmore we met Rcv. Mr.
Gordo11, where a flCw cburch is being erected, and jaurneyed
Witb himn as far as Banff. Mr. Gardon has charge of bath
these fields, and his time is fully occupied. As is ta be ex-
Pctcds during the winter seasan, Banfhas flot the number

OfieSitors that crawd ta that famaus resort in the summer
rnonths) but there are s0 many other points needing supplies
that Mir. Gardon has no leisure time.

P'f Onaur return jaurney we spent a day at Calgary with the
Chv.,Mr. Herdman, the popular and efficient pastar of the

C"'ich there. Mr. Herdman accupies, perhaps, the most
Proirunent Position of ail the clergymen in the city, and wbile
devOted ta the duties of his own congregation, he takes a deep
fterest in aur mission work. There is, perhaps, no other

??"esbytery better managed than that of Calgary under his

Oirectîon. We ha4l the privilege of meeting there with several

d fnur'isioarisand talking over the prospects of their

0fArrivling at Vancouver on Thursday, November 6, instead

Of atirig there for a day, as first intended, we started at once
for

VICTORIA
On board The Isiander, a large, strong, Clyde..built boat, with
tvery modern convenience for the comfort of the passengers.

Weare now afloat upon the ocean once more, but it is
dCighbtfully calm, and the breeze is refreshing ta one coming
frorntan înîand city. The eighty miles between Vancouver
abd Vitoria is gane over in five bours, and we arc again in
the caPital of British Calumbia. One can hardly believe it is
l"Ovenber, for " the chilly blasts " that Burns speaks of are

hatn-Durin our sta f five days, with occasional rains,

""le' a light overcoat was somewbat oppressive.

NOtwihstadingthe astaunding growth of its rival on the
ruaitilalld (Vancouver) Victoria is mare than holding its own.
It nw flurbers some 25,aao. New and handsome buildings

ar% being erected in many af the streets, wbile the suburbs
are dOtted over with residences of the highest style of archi-
ttIiure. The new court house, St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church the ne Methodist church and the Roman Cathalic
Cutdral are equal ta anything in the eastern cities. Elec-
tic treet railways now cannect the city with Esquimault, St.
lane Bay and Beacon Hill, and are a paying institution.
Ile sfew C.P.R. boats are also expected ta caîl at Victoria
lle,(t Year, and dock accommodation is being provided. The
La rancisco and Alaska steamers and the boats plying
btweeu Seattle, Tacoma and Washington Territory, via

ýU'tSound, ah make Victoria their headquarters. Add ta
thch British naval squadron at Esquimault, and somte idea

tneYbe had of the importance of the city.
Thle Sabbatb day in Victoria, notwitbstanding the sad
fatthat saloons are in some cases open, and that railway

'andi steamer excursions are frequent, is apparentîy kept by
the ass o the people, and the churches well attended. The

YoUnfg Men's Christian Association is doing good work

erogthe young men, and is supported in its endeavours
y ail1 the evangelical denominations and the leading mem-

bers Of the Legislature. Tbey have, like your own city, a
live mTan for secretary who bails from New England, and has
bjrOlight with him the tact and push and burning earnestness
thlIt cbaracteic the down-east Yankee.

Ouir Church in Victoria is well represented by St. An-
che*15, under the Rev. Mr. McLeod, wbicb is one of the
tno$t influential congregations in the city. His ministra-

t0sare Iargehy attended, and the growth of the membcruhip
bendaIlexec.tin. -- FistPrebycran -bucb

Mr. Fraser, as Convener af the Presbyterian Home Mis
SiOti Comnmittee, bas donc a large amount af work beyond hi
0 on~Cfgregatian. He wehl deserves recognition at thq
hancis of the Church, and has earned a entbened furlough
which wc hope bis people will give bim during the presen
Yeer. The Rcv. D. McRae, Clcrk of the PreslÇytcry a
Baritish Columbia, who has, with another missianary, chargt
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of the autlying stations near the city, and who bas been for
many years an the ground, has also donc much ta behp an
aur cause. During aur visit Mr. McRae was laid aside by
sickncss brought on, ta some extent, by expasure and biard
work. We are glad ta know that lie bas since rccovered, and
trust that his services will long be spared ta us. t

yl
During aur stay at Victoria 1 met witb the bretbren there, r

at wbich meeting we read communications from several ofithe
autlying stations regarding grants and appointmcnts, and e,
decided certain matters that would flot admit of delay. The d:
good feeling existing betwecn all the members af the Columbia cl
Presbytery, and their great eagerness ta extend aur work s
inta the regions beyond, is wortby af rcmark. In no part ofb
aur Cburch wark have we been more succcssful than on the y
Pacific caast, and this is due in great part ta the fact that at
ail the important centres wc bave wisc and judiciaus men. tl
While at Victoria 1 made a hurried visit ta ti

NANAIMO, t]

latcly under the charge af the Rev. Mr. Miller, but now vac-r
ant. The Rev. Mr. Pitblado, af California, was given a cal
a few months aga, but declined. Thcy ofler a salary of twa
thousand a year and a very comfortable manse. The peo- s

ple are spirited and ready at any time ta build a new church
if the right man can be securcd, altbougb the present build-P
ing is bath neat and commodiaus. Nanaimo ofiers anc af the si
mast advantageous settlements in aur Cburcb for a man of h
ability. In addition ta the duties of bis charge, be could do t
mucb in districts adjacent ta plant churches. The Welling-0
ton mines adjacent and other points are clamorous for mis- I
sionaries, bu't the action of the committec depends ta a great t

extent upon the selection of the right minister for Nanaimo.
Leaving Victoria at four a.m., Wedncsday, November 13,

we reacbed
VANCOUVER

at ten a.m. The day was rainy and foggy, and the bold peaks
of the 1'Lion's Head " Mountain sbrouded in mist. But in
the Vancouver C.P.R. hotel any man can make bimself coim-1
fortable as far as material comforts are concerned, no matter
bow adverse the elements without. The growth of this city
is not only remarkable but phenomenal. No city in the Brit-
ish possessions, nay, we may say on the continent of Amer-
ica, bas made such wonderful strides as Vancouver. The
city was laid out carly in 1 886, with a populatian of 6ooe
in 1887, after the fire of lune, 1 886, wbicb destroyed the place,
it bad 2,000; in 1888, 6,ooo; in 1889, 12,000, and naw it bas
reached i15,000 or i 8,ooo. The reasons for this rapid growtb
in population are flot far ta seek. It is the western terminus
of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and also ai tbc China and
Japan steamsbip lines. Daily steamers also piy between
Vancouver and Victoria, Vancouver and Nanaimo, and bi-
wcekhy ta Seattle, Tacoma, Part Townsend and aIl (U.S.)
sound ports. The tbree new steel sbips, Emj5ress of India,
Emj§ress of China and Emi'ress ol lajoan, building for the
C.P.R. will bring Ontario and Quebec within reacb of China
in about sixteen days. The traffic from Australia, China,
Japan and India, via the C.P.R., is just in its infancy, and
fia bounds can be fixed ta its future dcvelopment. The site
chasen by the C.P.R. magnates for the future great city is in
many respects unrivalled for beauty and climatic advantages.
Fram the shore the ground riscs ta a height of 200 feet at the
higbest point, and then fahîs on an easy shape ta Enghish Bay,
making perfect drainage easy. Fine water is supplied fram
bigb up in the mauntain, seven miles northward. Electric
tramways arc now in operatian connecting the extremities ai
the city, and a cornpany bas just been organized ta extcnd the
system ta New Westminster, a distance of twchve miles, or
eight miles less than the route taken by the C.P.R. at
present. The buildings are for the most part substantial and
ornamental, buiht of solid stone, or brick and stane. Struc-
tures that will compare with Toronto and Montreal for capa-
city and beigbt are being ercctcd an the prinicipal streets for
wholesale purpases. In addition ta these are the new opera
bouse built by the C.P.R., the new post office, another mon-
ster bote], banks for that of British Columbia and Mantreal,
and a fine edifice for the Young Men's Christian Association,
The industries of Vancouver for a* city of its age arc many.

editorial control ai Mr. J. C. McLagan, farmerly of Guelph,
is and mare recenthy ai the Victoria Times, and is a ive, ncwsy
le sheet giving special prominence ta Ontario and Eastern
m,' questions. To travellers from the East Mn. McLagan is
It always " at home " and willing ta render tbem any possible
>f service.
le (To be coninued.)
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THE GENERA L A SSEMBL Y 'S SA BRA TH
SCHOOL COMMITTER.

MR. EDITOR,-Permit me, tbrougb vour columns, ta re-
nind those Sabbatb scbools wbich bave not contributed ta
1ie expense fund ai the above committee, that the financial
cear closes on April 3o, and it is very desirable that aIl wbo
îtcnd ta assist shauld remit by that date.

The response ta the Assembly's recommendation that
vcry school should send us the collection taken up an " chul-
iren's day " (September 28) bas flot been sa general as we
ould have wished, or as it doubtless wihl be in a year or two,
ao that a smalh sum, say from anc ta five dollars, from a num-
ber of schools is still required ta make up the dcficiency for the
'car (about $500).,

Had we the expenses ai Higher Religions Instruction ahane
ao meet aur receipts would be ample, but the custodians of
the Assembly Fund bave notified us that we must conform ta
the rule enacted in 1889 : 1"That committees baving funds be
required ta defnay the expense ai printing their respective ne-
ports for the General Assembly and for the minutes." This
involves also the cost ai printing and circulating the neccssary
chedules, and is a seriaus addition ta aur total expenditure.

Did aur work permit af indefinite expansion we wonld
press its dlaims much more urgenthy, but a relatively smal
um will meet ail its çlemands at the present stage. W. hope,
hawever, that the cammittee will be able ta extend its opera-
ions so as ta embrace ahi that concerns the religions welfare
of the yauth ai aur Cburcb. There is fia departmnent calling
more urgently for the fostering supervision ai the Assembly
han this. The cammittec regard the collection ai statistics
as but a small, though impartant, part ai their work. They
are aiming, in the face ai much apatby and some apposition,
imperfectly fia doubt, yct sincerely, perseveringly and as wisely
as tbey can at pramating :

i. The more compîcte arganizatian and equipment ai aur
Sabbath schools. To this end tbey have publisbed "lA Hand-
book ai Sabbatb Scboal Management and Work," which may
be obtained from the publisher, C. Blackett Robinson, 5 Jor-
dan Street, Toronto, at fifteen cents each, or $1.25 per dozen.

2. More thorough preparatian of the Sabbatb scbooh les-
son and, for aider schoiars, a broader acquaintance èith the
Bible, especially the portion embraced in the Veai9s lessans.
This is covered by the Biblical and Essay Departmcnts ai the
examination syllabus ai Higber Religiaus Instruction.

3. More thaughtful study af the Shorter Catcbism for
whicb purpose the excellent text-boaks ai the Doctrinal
Department are assigned.

4. Same acquaintance with the beroic pcniods ai the
Churcb's history and the scriptural basis of Presbyterianism.
This is the object ai the course laid down in the Histonical
Department ai the syllabus.

5. Some course ai study and examinatians wbicb would
be a guide and stimules ta earnest teachers in prepaning them-
selves for greater useiulness. No plan is yet iormulated, but
the matter is under cansideration.

6. The union ai aur Young People's Societies ai varions
kinds in a general guild witb Synodical and Preshyterial
branches. For this we have admirable models in- the Estab-
lisbed and Free Churches ai Scotland.

The success ai aur Schemc ai Higher Religious Instruction
encourages us ta go iorward. We are cbicfly concerned ta do
aur work welh, being fulhy confident that if we do aur dnty
God's work will flot be permitted ta hanguisb for want ai
funds. Besides contributions from Sabbath schools we shah -

be ghad ta receive donations from individuals specially inter-
ested in aur Schemý.

Hoping that this appeal wihl meet with an early and liberal
response, T. F. FOTHERINGHAM.

St. John, N.B.

LETTER PROM TORRE PELLICE, ITAL Y.

MR. EDITOR,-I have just received a letten from the Rev.
Sig. Pons, ai the place above named, a few extracts from
whicb may be of interest ta the readers ai THx CANADA
PRESBYTERIAN.

He begin s by expressing bis deep gratitude for tbe gift ai
fifty dollars for the Waldensian Cburcb sent him thraugb me
by a lady in Canada wha is an admirer ai that aId witnesi for
the truth. Then he says :

To-day, the î7th af February, is the forty-tbird anniver-
sary ai the emancipation ai the Waldenses, grranted by King

advancement tbronghout the whaie oailtaly, o iÏski-ngd-o-m
af peace. The Roman colossus boasts ai a, unity wbich is
that ai the enslavement ai consciences. W. desire union in
the lii. and liberty wbich Christ bas abtained for us by His
blaod.T.F

WoodbridCe, Ont.T.F


