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THE NIGHT THAT BABY DIRD.

BY KEFFIK F, IRI8H, TORONTO.

The baby took sick in the morning,
And wo sent for tho doctor at noon,
1t kopt growing worso until vvening,
When wo know it must dis very soon,
And Ned and I ran to the window,
And opened the shutters up wide,
And stood there watching for papa,
'Tho night that the baby died.

Mammn seemed anxious as we wero—
“ Do you see him yot, childron 1" she'd vay.
Sho had somehow forgot she and papa
Had quarrelled when he went away.
She rushed to the door to meet him,
And they kissed cach othur and cricd,
And there wasn't & cross word spokon,
Tho night that the baby died.

Neddy and 1 gol pu's supper,
But he just ato a morsel of bread.
Thon wo waghed up the dishes, and played round,
And nobody sent us to bed,
And Ned lot me have his toy soldiers,
And 1 lent him my horse to ride —
1t seemed casy to be unselfish
The night that the baby dicd.

My papa was not n church membor,
Wo nover had prayers at home ;
But he said “ yes” when I heard ma ask him
<« Would he have the ministor come?”
Pa never could listen to sermons,
Ho foll right asleop when he tried,
But the minister talked aud ke listoned
The night that the baby died,

And after the preachor had loft us,
Papa put us boys Lo our beds,
And said for the first timo “ God bless you,”
And lsid his kind hand on our heads.
Then he went back to poor mamms,
And knelt by the cradle side,
And 1 heard thom praying to Jesus
The night that the baby died.

The baby was buried on Friday,
The last week, T think, of September,
And we all went to church the noxt Sunday—
For the first time that 1 can remember.
The minister smiled us a wolcome,
And the people who sat on each side
Shook hands with hoth papa and wamma
And spoke of the baby that died.

The baby's been dead nearly four yeurs,
Woe haven't forgotten it yet.
And sometitnes mamma speaks about it,
And hopes we will never forget.
Neddy and T are so loving
We couldn’t quarrel now if we tried ;
And we've all been travelling towards heaven
Since the night that the baby died.

SHALL WE ABOLISH THE DEAI'M PENALTY
FOR MURDER?

One great reason for retaining capital punishment for
the worst crimes (and scarcely anyone in England would
sdvocate any other for such men, say, as the Chicago
Anarchists,or tho Whitechapel murderer, if he 18 over
caught and not found to be insane) and, indeed, wo think
for all cases of deliberate murder, is the almost insuperable
difticulty of finding an adequate substitute.

Lifo servitude is never carried out in England, sen-
lences being rovised at the end of twenty years. Colonel
Henderson before the Commission said it would take
almost & contury to get criminals to beliove in its being
arried out, and if it were carried into effect, prisoners
with no hope would have to be treated either as lunatics
and made comfortable, or as wild Leasts at the Zoological
Gardens.  * Wo have men now,” he continued, ¢ who are
very little romoved from wild beasts. I do not sey they
are mad, but they can never be approached by one man at
a time; they are none the less obliged to be treated liko
wild heasts, and the warder nlways goes with, as you may
say, his life in his hand.”

This point has vory recently been treated by Mr,
William Tallack, the Sceretary of the Howard Association,
e is a man of the greatest experience in the matter,
having devoted over a quarter of a century to the investi-
gation of all the branches of the great subjects of crime
provention and punishment. Ho gives it as his opinion*
that lifo servitudo is impracticable, and suggests as a sub.
stitute o term of twenty years’ penal servitude with a
subsequent period of supervision, in all but the most
outrageous and alarming cascs, for which he advocates the
death penalty.  'We do not think that such a punishment
for intentional murder is sufficient on any ground. In
the first place, we should have to lower the whole scale of
penaltics in proportion, which would hardly be advisable.
Then it must not bo forgotten that it is n rule without
exception, that the moment the penalty (cither inflicted by
the law or by public opinion) is lowered, the popular
detestation of tho offence is proportionately lessened.
Lastly, it appears to us that the moral aspect of tho matter
Tequires-greater soverity. In order to show this, wo must
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inquire what are the objects of punishment? and in
anewer wo will nceept porhaps the latest important dicle
on tho subject : thoso of Sir Edward Fry, L.J.

Ho considors the ends of punishment to be reformation,
reprossion, and example, but looks upon these as secondary
only to the great end which he callg the moral root of the
whole doctrine, namely, assosiation in some degree of
sullering with sin, in order to which there is o duty laid
upon us of making this rclationship as real, actual, and
exncl in proportion as possible. 1is conclusions are that
the deepest ground of punishiment is this purely moral one,
that there are other and independent reasons why socioty
ought to inflict punishment ; that the messure of punish-
mont may vary with the ditferent reasous for its infliction;
and that the highest of the measures of punishment nwmy
vary with the ditlerent reasons for its infliction ; and that
the highest of the measures of punishwment for any given
offence in that with which socivty ought to visit it.

Now, we think that the death penalty when inflicted
for wurder precminently answers these four ends of
punishment.  The immediato prospect of death certuinly
ought 1o work n reform in the condgmned man's spiritunl
condition, ‘The penalty itself obviously prevents further
crime on his part.  And we foel certain that the example
would have great clleet upon others, if the logal definition
of murder were so conformed Lo the popular idea of the
crime, as to mako o verdict and execution certain in clear
cases of delibarate murder,  We sulimiv that when death
was directly or indirectly intended or looked upon as
probable by the perpetrator of the deed which cuused the
death, although of a diffetbut person from the one aimed
al, morally the crime would be murder, but we doubt
whether this would not be too wide for the British jury,
and probably it would have to bo confined nowadays Lo
cnges of direet intention to enuse death, coupled with an
aet which did cause death Lo someone, whether the person
aimed at or not.  \We think oven with some such delinition
as this, some provision would have to be madoe to enable a
jury to find as o fact that the act was dons chrough sowe
violent nnd sudden temptation, and to give a judge, under
auch circumstances, a discretion to lowoer the penalty.
Perhaps, also, the question of provocation might he treated
in this way, instead of as it is now, and the limits of
provocation as it affects the crime might bo enlarged.
These suggestions, however, are thrown out with the
greatest diffidence, having regard to the diflicultics with
which the subject is beset; but our meaning is that murder
in Inw should be made as much as possible like murder in
common parlance, and that a discretion should be given to
the judge in passing sentence, where, though the crime
way clearly bi: murder, yet there extst veal, and not merely
extenuating circumstances in the French ineaning.

Finally, the punishment of death, more than any other
which could bu inflicted for murder, associates the greatest
offence with the greatest, or at any rato the highest, form
of sutlering, and thusrealises the exalted standard at which
the learned Lord Justice was aiming when ho said, “Ina
word, you can never separate the idea of right and wrong
from the iden of punishment without an infinite degrada-
tion of tho latter conception. Punishment is a part of
justice if it is anything of moral worth; and I cannot
bring myself to think of justice withont vegard to right
and wrong, without vegard to the utterances of the human
conscionce, without n thought behind all of an infinite and
perfect Judge. To make justice a mere term for the
enforcement of luws which have no moral colour, and rest
only on the balance of the scales of pain and pleasure, is
to rob it, to ny mind, not only of all its dignity, but of all
its meaming."—W. C. Mande, in Lhe Month.

PECULIAR METHODAS.

The aphorism that “all ig fair in war,” scems to be the
guiding star of those whose aim it is to attrict the reader’s
attention in the latter-day newspapers, |

Formerly, the casual mention of the merits of an
article was all that was nccessary to attract attention ; but
when  the adverlising  columns of the papers  became
crowded, the reader of tho newspaper soon realized that
oo much time would be consumed in reading all of them,
and, as a result, those columns were oftentimes skipped
altogether.

1t was then that advertising developed into ascience—
for tho preparation of advertising matter which will at.
tract public attention is & task which, nowadays, requires
a degree of tact and skill which not everyone possesses.
The modern advertiser, aware of the public disposition to
hurricdly pass over the ordinary advertisements, has ealled
to his assistance all conccivable ingenious devices of the
printer’s art which will tend to render his advertisement
attractive to the reader.

Peculiar methods are often cmployed—as is usual in
the case of the extensive advertising which is done in be:
half of Warner’s Safe Cure, the noted discovery for all
diseascs of the kidneys and disorders arising therefrom.

What appears to the reader as current news is dis
covered npon perusal to be an interesting article which
impresses tho fact that kidney discase is the original cause
of most lung, brain, heart and nervous disorders and that
those disorders arc not disease itsclf, but only symptoms
of adiscase which can be successfully treated by the use of
Warner's 8afe Cure, which will remove the primary cause
and thereby rostore otheraflected organs to & vigorous
and healthy state.

In this instance, the advertiser succeeds in attracting
tho reader's attention and aot only is tho namo of the
sdvertised articlo impressed upon the mind, but also the

“purposes for which its use is adapted.
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. Prancipar RaiNy has left for Australia accompanied by
his wife, :

DumsarTON Presbytery have approved by sixteen to six
of the averture anent subscription of office-bearers.

Rev., F. Srtuess, a Baptist minister of Newcastle, has
applied for admission into the Presbyterian ministry,

S, MUN(.:O Clqu{(:ll. Dumfries-shire, & vacant living
worth about $1,550 with o manse, has heen approathed by 130
apphcants.

THERE was a conference on oﬁcn-air preaching at Trinity
Church, Clapham, on the 23rd inst. at which Rev, Johi Mc.
Netll spoke.

. Tie Renton Gacelic station under the charge of Mr. Kvan
Grant, divinity student, has increased m two years from 150
members to 0.

ARBROA LI Preshytery has approved of plans for the re-
novation of Arbirdot Chuceh, o which Dr. Thomas Guthrie
began his mitstry.

CMRrOWO A, Scort, MLAL, M.B., CoM,, was ordained as a
missionary to East Africain St George's, Edinburgh, on a
recent Sunday evening,

Canpares for the English Presbyterian College are m
fiture to produce a medical centificate of fitness before being
allowed to study for the ministry.

. M. Barb, M.P, has contributed $1,250to the Assembly's
Endowment Scheme, being $25 for cach of the fifty parishes
that are proposed to be endowed.

Th prohibitionists 1n New Zealind have been generally
defeated in the licensing districts, only one smalt constituency
returning candidates in its fuvour,

Tur. Central Presbytenan Association of Belfast lately
voncluded another successful year's working by 4 happy and
pleasant reunion in the Assembly’s Hall.

A Junictous distribution of $1,350 has been made to the
continental churches. Work carried on in eleven centres has
heen helped by sums varying from $50 to $275.

Wit Memonal Church, Glasgow, opened five years ago,
is prospering under Rev Alex Andrew. The communion ro
numbers 600, and the income last year was $4,395.

Punprra RaMaral, who has now returned to India,
although a professor of the Christian religion, still continues to
wear the Hindu garb and to be a strict vegetarian.

Tug Rev. R. J. Sandeman, of St. Andrew’s, Edinburgh,
has been presented by his flock with a cheque for $2,500 to
enable him to enjoy his six months’ leave of absence.

GrasGow South U.D. Presbytery has sustained the call to
Rev. David W. Forrest, M.A., of M_oﬂat, to Ibrox Church, and
that to Rev. G. K. Heughan, of Nairn, to Pollokshaws.

ARERDEEN Presbytery have agreed to memorialize the city
magistrates to grant no new license at the approaching court
and to reduce the number of licenses as far as possible.

AN Edinburgh gentleman recalls the time when it would
have been deemed nonsense to have allowed a teetotaler to
fet into the town council, but now that body contains twelve
total abstainers.; ’

A COMMITTEE are takipg steps to present Dr. Francis
Edmond, of Kingswells, with his portrait, to be placed in
Aberdeen Free Church College in recognition of his bene
faction to the Church. -

TuE memorial of the late Mr. William Nelson, crected by
the corporation of Edinburgh at St. Bernard’s Well, includes
a life-size medallion, a characteristic likeness of the eminent
publisher as he appeared ten years ago.

PROFESSOR BRYCE, M.P., is described by the Sutrrday
Rewiew as a man “ who has not only climbed Ararat at one
end of the world, but also written a book about the size of
Ararat on the American Constitution at the other.”

THE government has decided to inquire into the working
of the Welsh Sunday closing Act, by means of a royal com-
mission, presumably because this method of inquiry 1s the
most cumbrous and likely to cause the greatest delay.

M. MasruRo, the eminent Egyptologist, had trouble the
other day at an European port in getting 2 mummy, an
authentic Pharaoh, through the custom-house ; at lenpth 1t
was passed as ‘“dried fish,” the most highly taxed of imports,

THE lord mavor of York knows of a distillery where the
turnover is about $7,500,000 2 year, and the work is done by
about 150 workmen. If this capital werc employed in any
other manufacturing ndustry, it would give employment to
from 15,000 to 16,000 workmen.

AT a meeting the Assembly’s College Commmittee held in
Belfast recently, a letter rom the Rev. Dr. Killen was read,
in which heintimated his intention of applying to the approach-
ing inceting of Assembly for lcave to retire from the more
active duties of the Church History chair.

SIR FREDERICK ROBERTS considers that the servicss ol
Rev. Gelson Gregson in connection with the soldiers’ total
abstinence association have been equal to the addition of two
battalions to the effective forces of India. There are now 15,-
000 teetotalers in the British Indian arwmy.

FATHER OSwaLD BLAIR, of the monastery at Fort
Augustus, mamntauns his theory that the hero of Burns' * John
Anderson, my Jo," was an individual of that name whom
Burns visited at Invergarry inin 1787, The truth is that the
name occurs in the old song which Burns improved.

D&, WiLLIAM PARK, senior mumister of Aurth, died lately
at his residence in Pollokshiclds, Glasgow, in his eighty-fourth
year. He was at onc time librarian of Glasgow Uniyersity,
and in 15$1 presented to its bursary fund $5,000 in memory
of his clder and only brother, the Rev. Dr. John Park, of
Cadder.

THE Lombay Guardian, commenting on the methods of
the Salvation Army in Indig, says a careful examuination of the
facts as to deaths, sicknesses, and failures in the past, justifies
the belief that in  two years’ time there will not be one of the
fifty Salvationists recently arrived, left in the Indian mission-
ary ficld.

THE Westminister Abbey Scheme of Mr. Shaw-Lefevre.
though threatened with keen opposition, will be vigorously
prosecuted ; it purposes to clear away the houses in the Poet's
Corner, and old Palace Yard, and to erect on the site thus
secired a monumental chapel, 1o be connected with the Abbey
by a cloister under the buttresses of the Chapter House,




