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LEA VE AIE NOT2.

O Lord, 1 arn troublcd and sorry, and greatly bowed down for my

Tltick darkncss gaberetb round m, the sarrnws aifceath arc within;
I sec flot Thy face in the shadow, I tiret fiai Toy heipful hand,
But leave me flot 1 beseecit Thec alone in iis ilesetland.

Alone wberc the treacherous pitiali is idden cacb ide af ihe pat,
Wherc nten choicesi appcatings aie forc.ardancd vssîeis af wraih,
While Tinte in impetuous curreni ipspeeds tbrough the Goldcn

Gaes,-
O leave me nai, I bececb Thee, alane in such awfui straits.

Mly flesit and my beari arc tait iaiing, thnugh spirit would wilingiy
bear ;

Fainiliar riends bave ail ict nme, flot anc for rny saul now dth care
O God aifte desolate hear me as oui ai tic depths I cry,
And leave me not. 1 besecit Tlte, alonc or 1 surely die.

My sin, and misialces sa grievaus, 've toi'] unia Tltec anc by one,
And]so- repente'] whiie caning si Thou hast desire'] me ta came:
l'at kneeling stili waiting tce anàwcr titaugit only anc word or tauch,
Sa ire'], sinladcn, worl']-weary. Thou neyer badst " nay " for

suc.

Rigbti mia the dcepening soul.giaom Hlis written word flashet like

1 iglit h sairrws, tou luac one, I'vc sworn by thcetitrone af
Mly mighti

(Thte wo1d oai tby Go'] wililno ai lutec, though tecaven 'and cart
passaw.y~

To leave thee nat tili ail stadows arc lasi in an endiess day."
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THE FESTIVAL 0F TUE SOUL

DYV REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, B.D.

The lufe ai the Christian daes nat always run evcniy. lit is
varied in uts experiences. Sornetimes il sinks ia dark depîbs
wbcre il is oppressed by doubis or despondency, or îroubled
by probicms thal are bard ta salve. Sametimes it sweeps ia
thc arena ai canflici wbere il restles valiantly wiîh the
temptations thai spring up tbraugh the word, the flest and the
dcvii, and by iaiih enlisting a Higher One un is side, it gels
the victry ; sometimes il soars like a iark intoth ie sweei,
light-filed air ta sing ils grateful sang ta Him wbô is revcaled
masi gloriously ta the soul. These arcai incidents in the ile
ai the Christian. They do nat recur ai regular intervais as
the ocean tides do. Il is no. always in the dark, nair is iî
alwayk in the light, though conflici is ta a large extent con-
tinuaus: Tte seasans ai high festival may cone seldam, but
tbey do came sametimes, ta enharge the nature and uplifi tbe
whohe being Godward and make il marc balloîved and beipful
manward. These seasons do flot came toaial, for do tbey
camte ta those wvba are unprcpared ; nor ta those who have no
hungry langing thai they wauld came. They are seasans tbat
csaown iaith and prayer and lives ai rigbteousncss. Tbey ofien
ialaw periods ai fasting firn self and selfisbness. They are
accompanied by, or art the autcome oi, meditation on the
Word ai God. Me wha wacbes at the pasts aif isdom's
doar will bave the jay ai seeing the doar open and the Glory
ai God appear. Ta the langing saul Christ cames. He salis-
fie% the langing soul, whihe the rich be scnds empty away.
Me that asks receives, be that seeiks finds, ta him ithat knocks
the doar ai divine discovery is opened. How many encaurag-
ing instances we bave ai tlîis, well calcuiated ta stru s up 10
seek the samnefor ourselves. The ceebrated Welsb pi-acher,
Christmnas Evans, bas put is experience an record in these
words : I"On a day ever ta be rcmembered by me, as I was
going f-om Dalgclley ta Macbynlleîb, and cimbing up ta.
wards Cadair Idris, I considered ilta obe incumbent on me ta
pray, however bard 1 ict my heari, and bovever warldiy the
frame ai my spirit was. Having begun in the nainte ofJesus,
I soan feli as it were the fetiers loosening, and the aid bard.
ness ai beart sotening, and, as I thougbî, mauiains aifi-aost
and snaw dissalving and melting wihin me. This engendered
confidence in my soul in thé promise ai the Hohy Ghosî. I
fei rny tvhole mnd relieved from sanie great bandage ; tears
flawed copiaushy, and I1 was consrained ta cry oui for the
graciaus visits ai Gad, by restaring ta, my soul the joy ai bis
salvatian ; and tbat he wouhd visit the churches in Anglesea
that werc under my care. I embraced in my supplications ail
the churches ai the saints, and nearly ail tlbe minisiers in tbe
principality by their namnes. This sîruggle Iasîed for ti-e
hours; it rase again and again, like anc wave ater anoîher,
or a floiing high tide, driven by a sî-ong wind, until my nat-
ure became iaint by weeping and crying. Thus I resigned imy-
self ta Christ, body and soul, gis and labours-ail my i-
every day and cvery haur ibat rcmained for me ; and ail my
cares 1 cornmitted ta Christ. The road was mountainaus and
Ionely, and I was wholly alone, and suffered no interruption in
my wrestlings witb God."

i is always warmn spring limne when God cames near. Dr.
James Hamilton, ai London, Eng., speaking ai tbe devoîed
mîssîonary, David Sandeman, tells us tbai be " was natur-
ally ai a sombre temperament; but wben it pleased God îa
reveil ta him the Saviaur, it was a total transformation. i
almasi lifted him off the cartb, and made him haid;s0 ightly
bouse and lands and even dear kindred, tbat bc was saved,
whatii ta some ai us a sore distraction, a divided beatz.
The night wben he was dying ai choIera ai Anoy, a fiend
asked him, "lHave you any pain?" and bie answered, IlThe
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only pain 1 have known ince 1 knew Jesus Christ is sn."
" Have you any message to yaur friends ?"IlIlTell thern that
it was only last night that the love of Jesus camae rush-
ing into mysaul like the waves ai the sea; so that 1 had ta
cry 1<Stop, Lord, it is enough.'"I Oh the height, and depth,
and length, and bread:hi of the love af jesus 1 and I was con.
strained ta cry out,

IlAIl ton long bave we been parted
Let my spirit spccd ta Ilis,"'

Is itlflot wonderful that a mani dying of choiera should for-
get his agony, or have it swallowed up in the joy and love af
jesus. And these so averflowing as that he must cry IlStop,
Lord, it is enough." O, those Tabor heigbts ai blessing 1 how
bright ivith manisted glory they shine 1 They discover ta
us the possible in the igher ranges ai Christian enjoyment.
Mr. Sandeman's experience rcminds us af that John Welsh,
known in ail the churches as a man ai prayer. During his
last sickness, he was s0 filllcd and overcome with the sensible
enjoyment af God, that be as overbeard ta utter these
words : "O0 Lord, hold Thy band, it is enougb ; Thy servant
is a clay vessel, and can hold no mare." What a festival ai
the soul is that ? Ik s related af Robert Bruce, another Scots
wortby, that Ilsome trne belore bis death, being at Edinburgh,
whcre, througb weakness, he aiten kept his chamber, a meeting
ai godly miinisters baving been held anent some matter ai
Church government, they, bearing he was in the town, came
and gave himi an account ai the prelates' actings. Mr. Bruce
prayed, and in is prayer he reeeated over again ta the Lard
the substance af their diseourse, whicb was a very sad repre-
sentation ai the case ai the Church ; when there came an ex-
traardinary motion an ail present, and such sensible down-
pauring ai the Spirit that they could hardly contain themn-
selves. 1\r. Wemyss, ai Lathocker, who was present, said at
departing, 'O how strange a man is this, for be knocked
down the Spirit ai God sipon us aIl Il This hc said because
Mr. Bruce, in the time ai that prayer, divers times, knocked
witb is fingers an the table."

In tbe lufe ai Jonathan Edwards, the famous theolagian, we
have many references ta semsons af soul festival. Indeed, bis
lufe is peculiar in this, that it gives with more particulars in-
stances ai this kind. "I have mnany times had a sense ai
the gorv ai the third persan in the Trinity in bis office ai
sanctifier ; in bis holy operations cammunicating divine life
and light ta the soul."

WVe select these as specimens: I very frequently used ta
retire inta a solitary place on the banks ai the Hudson river,
at same distance [rom tbe city, for contemplation an divine
tbings, and sweet converse with God, and badl many sweet
bours there." " Once, as I rode on into the waods for my
bealth, inl 1737, having alighted [rom my horse in a retired
place, as rny manner commonly bas been, ta walk for divine
contemplation and prayer, 1 had a view thzt, for me, was
extraardinary, ai tbe glory ai the Son af Gad, as Mediator
between God and man, and bis wanderful, great, pure, sweet
grace and love, and meek and gentle condescensian. This
grace that appeared su calmn and sweet, appeared also great
above the beavens. The persan ai Christ appeared ineffably
excellent, with an excellency great enough ta swallow up al
thought and canceptn-which continued as near as I can
judge about an haur ; which kept me the greater part ai the
time in a flood ai tears, and weeping aloud. I felt an ardency
ai soul ta be, wbat 1 know flot atberwise bow ta express,
emptied and anniblated , ta lie in the dust, ta be full af Christ
alane; ta lave him witb a boly and pure lave; ta trust in
Him ; ta tîve upan Him ; ta serve andjfallow Him ; ta be per.
iectly sanctified and made pure with a divine and heavenly
purity. I bave several other times had views very mucb ai
the same nature, and which bave had the same effects."

Now if there are any lessons taught by these instances,
specially adapted for aur time, metbinks they are these first.
We need ta be mare alane witb God if we would enjay such
seasons ai higb festival. In almost every case there is isolation
irom the rush and turmnoîl ai busy lufe. There is a gaing
apart. Dr. Chalmers complained that he was hustleçi out ai
bis spirîtuality. And are flot we ? The world is toa much
with us."

Listen ta what ane ai the wisest men ai aur time says-
the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone-" The rapidity ai the
mavement ai the time predisposes the mnd ta novelty. The
multplicatianaf enjoyments, throughthe pragress ai commerce
and invention, enhances the materialism af ilue, strengthens
by the forces of habit the hold ai the seen world upon us, and
leaves bath lcss ai brain power and ai heart power available
for the unseen."

Second, We need ta cultivate more the spirit ai believing
prayer. That is the Èpirit ai aur sonshîp. And we cannai
do thai unless we enter inta aur closet and shut ta the doer,
and pray ta aur Father who seeth in secret. We are really
what we arc in secret, witb no eye but Gad's upon us. Our
spiritual lufe ither fails or flourishes there.

Third, We need' aur minds filled with and excrcised upon
the divine revelatian. We require ta meditate in the law ai
God. And that dcmands bath lime and quieîsuess. We rpay
think ai the promises and preccpts and exhortations and
warnings on the street and in the midst ai business-but the
powet ai that tbinking, and its helpfulness, will came out ai
aur preciaus mieditations and prayers. Wt must let God's
truth take hoid upon aursouls. We must offer ourselves ta it
ta be chargcd, charmed, and charactered by it.

Fourth, We must obey the îruth. The abedience ai faith
always calîs the soul ta a festival ai joy and gladness, that
girds it wth strength and, crowns it with favour. " There is
no want té thenm that fear Thec."

[FEiIRUARV 2oth, j889.

TRE IDEA OP THE PRA YER MfEETING.

Since the conduct ai the prayer meeting generally fails ta
the lot ai th e pastor, il is highly inmportant that bc entertain
right thougbîs about wbat the prayer meeting shauld bc.
Wbat, then, is the truc idea ai the prayer meeting? Is it
simply an occasion ta, the Church for assembling ta engage
logether in prayer? Or is there some element other than
tbe devotional element which oughîta predominate in ou,
conception ai the prayer meeting, and interpret ta us its signi-
ficance ? What aspect ai the prayer meeting is the chief anc
the one entitled ta preside aver oui- conception ? Is the
praye r meeting cbiely a devotional or chiefly a social ucca-
sion ? Or is it a certain blending ai these two thîngs in une?
Or is it rather sametbing stili different irom ceither ofithese, or
fram bath ai thern, bowever blended?

W'e answer that the prayer meeting, %vhilc, of course, ai the
saine time social and dcvotianal, as its naine implies, is, in its
truc higbest idea, sameîhing diflerent fromt that which cubher
or tlîat wbich bath ai these twvo adjectives wo.ild describe
The prayer meeting is a meeting ai the members ai the
Cburcb with each other. But if is stili more a meeting ai ail
the members witb Christ. Cbrist's presence, His peculiar,
Hîs especial presenice in the prayer meeting is the thougbt
that sbould rule aur conception ai its truc n3ture. This we
gather from the nineteenth and twentieth verses of Mati.
xviii. These verses rcad as follovs : IAgain I say unto yoîi
ihat if twa or îbree ai vou shahl agrea an eartb as toucbing
anything that tbey shahl ask, it shalh bc donc for tbem ai My
Father wh ich is in beaven. For where twva or tbree are
gatbered togetîter in My namne, here am' 1 in the midst ai
tbem." These twv vrses talcen together, wvith the conjunc-
tion "lfor"I standing between tbem, evidcntly point toaa
meeting fbr prayer as the tbaught that wvas in the Saviour's
mind. There was ta be agreement in prayer, and the persans
agreeing were ta be gatbercd tagether. Jesus assigns, as the
sufficing reason wvhy prayer agrccd in by persans assembled
together shouid bc answered, tbat He %vould bc prcsent Him-
self in the midst ai the assemblage. It may bc said, Il But
Christ is always, evcrywberc, with His peaple, whetber they
are alone or togeiher." T'ruc but He lias nowberc cisc made
a special promise ai being present among an assembly ai His

peopIc, and.bere tbe promise is ta an assembly conceived as
engaged In prayer. The prayer meeting bas, therefore, a sin
gular, an emineni promise ai Chrisî's awn persanal presence
This cxtraordinary grace pronaunced upon thé prayçr imeet
ing is worthy aif beîng regarded as cansîituting the chief dis.
tinguishing feature ai the occasian. A sîriking and beautîful
anaiogy, not ta say prefigurement, is iurnished in the Old
Testament. The "ltabernacle ai the cangregatian," sa ofteit
named in the books ai Moses, was more properly the "ltaber-
nacle ai meeting." And this meeting was flot a meeting ai
the cbildren ai Israel witb anc another, but a meeting ai ail
wîîh God. Exodus xxix. 42, 43, makes ibis plain. "The door
ofithe tabernacle ofithe congregation before the Lord, wbere
1 will meet you ta speak there unta tbce. And there 1 will
meet the children ai Israeh." (Compare. ibis passage in the
Revised Version.) The prayer meeting is the Christian
"tabernacle ai the congrégation," ibat is, tabernacle ai meet-
ing with Christ. In words parailel ta thase ai Gad's promise
ta Mis ancieni people, IlThere I will meet with the children
ai Israel," Christ bas saîd witb reference ta the prayer meet-
ing, "lThere amn I in the midsî ai îhem."

The ver first and tbe mos constant subsequent aim af the
pasior should be ta seize and ta hold ibis tbougbt himseli, aàd
then, wiib ever-varied and insistent inculcation, ta impart it
ta bis people. It provides at once the masi fruitful candi-
ticn conceivable ai a god prayer-mcetîng, if the occasion is
presided over by the vivid thougbî, in the common cansci-
ousness of ail, that the Lord C.àrist Himself is personally
present in the midst ai the assembly. In the element ai titis
presiding thought, ail the exerises ai the occasion are ta be
canceived ai as transacted. The leadership is ta be adminis.
tered by the pasior an the principle ai bis being the volun-
tary, but obedient, visible and audible argan oi the invisible
and inaudible, but present and savercign, Lord Himself. The
leadership shouid, therefore, be as unapparent as possible-
the imperceptible condition ai the pragress and harmnny ai
the meeting. As far as the leaders hip neccssarily asserts or
declares or acknowhedges itseli, at should do sa as consciously
and coniessedly a vicegerency merely, takirg the word ai
command direcîly frn the immédiate King. But the ideal
leadership leads by fllowing. That is, the pastor s0 rea.1y,
s0 literally, 50 seli-evidencingly waits on Christ for the sign
which he then cammunicates as intermediary ta the meeting,
that the meeting înstînctîveiy learns ta loak îtseli for the signs
directly ta the fi-st source, and thus leader and led tagether
iallow Christ. Sa at is ibat the ideal leader ai the prayer
meeting lcads by iollowing. The prime condition, the condi-
tion that implies, if il does flot contain, everything clr.e essen-
tiai ta the prayer meeting, accordingiy is, i r the pasior him-
self ta possess, or rather ta be bimseli possessed by, the liv-
ing sense mai Christ is the One wbo makes the occasion a
meeting, Christ being the One hy eminence wbom the cra-
pany.assemble ta meet -and then for the pastar ta maketis living sense equally the overînasteringtbougbt ai ail.

This conception ai the prayer meeting, as rather a meet-
ing ai the Churcb witb Christ than a meeting ai tbe members
with each aiber, will serve ta correct certain mistakes into
which those who farget the truc cbaracteristic element ai the
occasion are likely ta faîl. For instance, the prayer meeting
is nat prirnarily a means ai impression upon thase wha do
flot participate actively in il. is not even primarily armeans
ai spiritual impravemnt ta those wvho do participate activcly
in it. It is primarily2 an act ai common obedience tai the
summons ai Christ ta His iallovers, bidding themt assemble
for the purpose ai meeting Him. Thte prayer meeting, no
doubt, is eminently a means ai spirtual impression. It is
eminently, to0, a nicans ai spiritual impravement. I is bath
the anc and the ather ai these tbings. But, secondly, and by
consequence rather than primariiy, and ai cqhief purpase on
aur patI we aim at producing spiritual impression, if wc
aim at reain spiritual improvement, wve sa, far miss alike
aur aim and the prime result ai gond ta us intendcd. Thé
praver meeting is an intervai ai social commiunian wîîb
Christ. Our soie first aim in il sbouhd be tai obey Christ and
do Him barnage. The mtanifold results ai good- irom il. ai
which we somelimes improperly airn, %vill ccrtainiy and-
and abundantly follow-all the more ccrtainly and ail the mare
abundanily, for fiai being cansciously aimed a*.' Let'ihé
prayer meeting be absol iely sincère. Its ostensible purpoi,
sef-evidently, is such as we havedescribed il. Leithie reaiity
ai it acîualiy correspond ta ils virtual prafessian ai character.


