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LITTLE MEN 1*1110 TlIIINK 71/h. Y ARE

BIG INSTITUTIONVS.

DY KNOXONIAN.

Not long aga the Edîniburgh Çcatsman, hîad n sharp
cantravcrsy with a Scotch Dactor af Dîs'înîiy.
Ailnong many other rallher tit things the Sepiman
said this. " lThe Doctar thinks iliat becauise we
arc appasing imi w-c arc opposing religion.' Wlicther
the Doctor in qtuestion titi or dici nat think tItis we
do nat knaw. Quitc iikely hc did nut tink anythîing
ai tic kizid. But v.hctbchr lic dîd or did nat tbousands
ai inen arc guitty ai the kind ai presumnptian tbat
the Scoismian %vas driving at. Tlie mnitient yoti say
a word about thcîn or thecir mcîhods ai working tliy
shaut that you arc opposîng sonie cause tiat thcy niay
bave ecctcd theiseives ta represenut. The snialler
the inan, the louder thc shonit. The less lic bas ta (ta
witb the cause, and the icss credit tFc ts ta i, tic more
likety is bc ta deciare tîtat you arc oppasîng tic cause
wben you are oniy using the slippcr gen'iy on the
tittle man Iiiînsell.

These little men swarmi arnund tlîc teniperance
cause. Tlmcy neyer swarincd ta any extent uatit the
cause became papular. Their naine is legian now.

S-yan uinfavourable w-ird about any af their modes
ai working, and tliey instantiy shout, " ie is appased
ta temperance." Suggcst that tbey are not daing
sontetiing as %viscly as it migbt be donc, and thcy
instaatiy yetl, " He is opposed ta Prahibition."
D~ate ta suggest santie way ai working tbat they don't
tike, and they accuse yoti ai trying ta injure the
cause. Try ta put better men in their places if tbcy
hold office, and the chances are a tbansand ta ant
that thcy wvill insinuate you are warking for the liquar
interest.

Naw, the trouble witb these people is tit thcy
imagine they arc the temsperance causse. Perhaps
they are doing tbe cause mare harm than good.
Quite likely reai temperance mien would bc only ton
glad ta get rid ai some ai tliem. But they are s0
swoliea witb seli.coaceit that they consider anlything
said about thcrn as said about temperance.

These little men are ton otten laund airing their
sclf-canceit at revival pcrvices. - Dare ta criticise
their mctbods, and tbey rit once declare you are Ilop.
poscd ta revival." Say you tbink it woîîld he better
neot ta employ some atinerant cvangelist tbev wanu,
and tbey rnodestly tell you that you arc oppasing
the Spirit. Affirm that certain modes ai presenting
truth tbey tike are misteading and therefore danger.
aus, and atbougb the bal truîbs arc as deadiy and
dangerous as tbe warst formns ai errer, thcy mildiy
tell yau that Vau are in favour ai sending sauts ta
hell. Their iiflated seti-conceit makes thein tbink
that opposing thin is opposing revival ! Thcy cati-
flot understand tbat a mani may be in favour ai re-
vival and flot in faveur ai/thei. You may have been
a believer nîany years belore the inflated creatures
were born-yaus may have been the honaured in-
strument in bringing many seuls te the Sav'iaur,
you may have bciped many now in the Cburcb above
ta figbt the gaod flgbm during life, and bave aided
thcmn in their struggle witb the ist enemy, yon may
have takcen part in reat revivals more than once, and
have had the Voung people canîing ta Christ in your
own congregatian for ycars,-and ycm if yau dare flot
ta say Ilditta " ta these little mea, serianisly suffering
from Ilbig.head," tbcy denounce yau as unfavoîtrable
ta revival ! Modest little iellows, are they not ! Thpy
arc sa iaflaied with self-conceit that thcy fancy every
man wbo does net uncav'er and go dowa an bis anar-
row-bones in: their presence must be opposed taoa re-
vival ai Meigian 1 Mca with sa much scif-conceit ta
the square inîcb are a good deat mare iikcty ta get
their inspiration fram bencatb thati front above.

Little men who imagine thcn.sclves big insti-
tutions are flot by any means confincd ta thte Churcb
or the temperance cause. They arc fousid cvry-
wherc.

An editor bascly libels somcebody against wliom be
cherishes feelings ai persanal malice. Hc delights
in the powecr wbich hc bas in bis printing prcss ta
injure bis neighbour. It gives bimt intense pleasure
ta kaow that bc bas given bis ncighbar pain. The
neîgbbour, instrucis bis lawycr ta take praccredings for
libel. A writ is issued. The moment ttîc libeller
SÇC$ the Witt lie bczins tu niuttcr about ",the lrc.

dont ai lthe press." H-e tlîinks bie is the press. Tht
venoînaus lttle libeller thialis be is a big institution.

An li-corrigibte bore niakes a long speech ci% some
subject quite sufficienuiy discussed. It is dry as a
Iiiîîîo.iauracr's shtic. The people beconie wenricdl oui,
nnîd put hii down. Wl'ica hie sits dawn lie begins ta
nîutter terrible tlîings about 'l Bititsh libcrty," Il rec-
dont ai spechi," " tue graves ai aur farelaitlîers,"
etc. That lang-wisided, dry, pratix nian ntodestiy
assumes that lie represents libcrty of speech t The
trouble ivitlî tuai bas aiways beea itiat lie bas takea
a1r, t00 mutcli liberty witth speech.

An Englisiniîîa gocs aver ta Paris, gels drunk,
insuits a Frenctinian, %,.lio gives hîin a sound and
%vcii.dcstrvcd kicking. Wtîen lie cames ta lie mtut-
ters awful things about the Magna Charter, tht
Blritish Lion, thc Britisli Contitutioni, the ariiy and
navy, etc. Titat mann imagines lie ts the liruiti
Empire I

A Cainadian goes ta Chicago or New York, poses
as a great mnan, talks big, tells ofigrent connections
aver lîcre, and airs liinisell gecrally. lic tluînks bie
is ail Canada. WVhicti arotind honte be may nat bie
known beyond luis own yard. I'erhaps yau coutd
iîardly find bini witb a scarcb warrant.

%V'ho bas not scen Amecricans an a tour thraugb
Canada wlho acted as iîf tbey mvnred tbt"Wiile
United States, with Mt\exico and several other places
tbrowa in ?

Soin! Presbyterians are npt ta think, that anytbing
said against tbem is said agaiasm Presbyterianism.
MNany lNc;tbadists are prane ta think tlîat criticisin ai
tbeir personat acts is a deadiy tbmust at their Churcb.
This is a laiiing moa many Metbodists bave. Thcy
clan't fiail in this way now as nmucb as thcy once did.

A mild remark about Sir John Macdonald's boot-
black, could scarccty be construed iama an amtack on
the Conservative party, even in tht city ai Ottawa.

AgSenie criticis on the cab ia wbich M r. Mowaî
rides at times could scarcety be cattcd a deadiy attack
on the Grits.

To say that a brakesnian un tht C. P. R. was flot
an apastie coutd scarcely be canstrued iat a violent
assanît on the management of aur great railway.

And yet Sir John's boot-black lias as much rigbt
ta represenst the Canservative party, and Mr. Mawat's
cabman ta represent the Liberal paruy, and any
brakesman on the line ta represent the C. P. R., as
sente noisy, fussy, impertinent little men have ta
ctcct tbcmnselvcs represeamatives ai such great causes

atetnperance, revivals of religion and Ilthe whobae
Bible."

BIBLEi !NSECTS.
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ANTS (Formýica).

Thou litle insecu, infiniuely smali,
W~hat curinus texture marks uhy tiny framnei

Iiow semning large thy lorcsight, and withai
Tby labouring talents ont unworthy lame,

To rai,;e sucb monstrous hilîs along the plain,
Larger than mountiains when campared ta thee.

Tht industrv, foresight and uncoaquerabie petse-
verance ai this wonderfully intelligent insct far sur-
pass anything that Solomon, its anly Biblicai narra-
tam, bas %vritttn conccmning it. This rayai naturalist,
the farcmnost entomnoiogisr and batanist af bis age,
places the ant amang the "lfour tlîings that are littie
upon the cas-th, but are cxcccding wist "-a suate-
mcat once ridirulcd, but naw confirnîcd by uhe great-
est naturalist ci the day. Sir John Lubbock de-
clames tîtat Ilwhcn wvc consider their habits, uheir
social organizations, large cammuaities and claborate
habitations, their roadways, their possession ai do.
mcstic animais, and even in some cases ai slaves, it
must bc admittcd ubat tbey have a fair ctaim ta ran,
next ta man in tbc scale ai intelligence." This is
a description coincidiog accurauely witb the advice ai
Solion : "«Go ta the ant, tîtan siuggard, coasider
ber ways, and be wise"

The Il vise mani" aise says that the ant Il providcîh
ber meat la the summer, and g-atbcretb ber food in
the lîamvcst "-an assertion corroborated ta the very
letter by the Il harvcsting ants" I Syria, wbicb, ac-
carding ta the observations ai îvelt-known scientists,
who have visited tht Holy Land for tht express pur-
pose ai stndying its zaology, not only iays up grain,
but actualty prepares the soit for tlî cdrap, plants the
sccd, kecps the -round frcc frot wccds, and flnaily
rcalis te harvcst, Truly, gtn %rit nîay teach us rnany

things 1 'Tis a littie indea:; but, like thc needle te
the pole, it points ta the Divine Iland.

11ORNItTS (1>rifra craO).
These insects ire vcry nimerons in the East, in.

fcsting, in particular, sorte parts of Palestine. la the
Scriptures îiey -ire rcfcrrcd ta oniy as the means
cniploye'd by Jchovalî for the extirpation af thc
Canailes.

l'O illustrate the destructive power which these
insects posscss, wc litote tic foiiawing [rom "Orien.
tal Ilustrat ions," by jn5cplî Roberts. Il The sting of
the hornct af these rcgions is înuch more poisonaus
than in Europe, ann' tic insect is latrger in size. 1
have licard ai severai \v.lin have died from rccelv-
ing a singtc'sîing; and, tio. many days aga, as a
wvoman was gaing ta a 'volt ta draw watcr, a harnet
stung bier in the check, and site died the nex. day."

Hindus ofieti curse eaclh otbcr by saying: "MiNay
ail around yau bc stung by the harnet," mneanung the
persan and bis relations. l'he god Siva is dcscribed
as h.aving destroyed many giants by hornets.

uE s (Apiarir).
This is ani insect tbat front the earlicst ages af the

warld ta tic present time has universally attracted
nian's attention and nurturing care : a luttle creature
that bas pcrhaps cxcited as niuch adîniraNion framn ail
classes af men as any animated being not af the
genus Réino-an însect that the niost exaitcd and
purest minds bave ever singlcd ont as a wonderful
evidence af tbc design and bandiwnrk ai God. It is
stirely cnough ta criisb ail tbaugbts ai atheismt and
matertalism ta observe that withins sa smali a body is
an apparatus for canverting the sweets wbich it col-
lects inta ane kind af naurisbimcnt for itseif, another
for tbe cammon braod, andi a third for tbc rayali
glue for its carpcntery, wvax for its ceils, poison for its
enemies, and boncy for its master; but wben we add
tc, these its systeni ai arder and ecanomy, its pradi.
giaus industry, wonderi instipct and indomitable
perseverance, we perceive indeed tbat by the study ai
this littie insect, it causes the mask ta fail from the
face ai the infidel or atbeist, and compels bîmi ta be-
lieve in, kneel down and adore the omnipotence of
tbc Almigbty God.

Palestine is stili, as it was Itsng, long aga, "la land
fiowing witb milk and bioney." Dr. Tbampson speaks
ai immense swarins ai becs wbich in-ide their borne
in a gigantic cliff ai Wady Kurn. " The people af
Mahsa, several ycars aga," be says, "ljet a man dawn
the face ai tbe rocks by relpes. He wvas entirely pro.
tcctcd froni their assaults, and be extracted a large
amaunt ai boney ; but hc wvas sa terrifled by the pro.
digiaus swarms of becs that he reiused ta repeat the
exploit."

This farcibly illustrates Deut. xxxii. t3 and Psa.
lxxvi. as ta Ilboney out ai the rock," aisa Deut. i. 44
and Psa. cxviii. 12 as ta the fearful nature ai the at-
tacks of these insects wben irritaieci. The passage
in Judges xiv., concerning the swarm of becs, and
boney in the lion 's carcass, aise admits ai an tasy
explanatioti.

The lion which Samçan slew had been dead
some time befare the bees had taken up their abode
ia tbe carcass ; for we ire exprcssly told that " aier a
time"I Samson camne back, and " turcd aside ta sec
tbe carcass ai tbe lian," wbicb hce found repicte witb
life.

lis woncting car
Prrceiveul a niurmurîng voice; dliscernirg not
From wlience tbat si ranlge confusion was, or wbat.
Heztays MI~ steps, and hakens. Siili the voete
Ptelents bis car wilh a continuai noise.
At lcngth his Venîly nýoving (cet apply
Their pac. s to theccarcass, %vhcr his eyc
Disccrns a swarm of becs, whose laden thiglis
Re-posed ilheir burdens, and the painful prize
Of their swcct labours, in the holiaw chest
Of the dead lion, %those embowcll'd hreast
Became :hcir plenicous storehots.-Quarlk:.

it bans seenicd ta inany, judging framn 'hat happens
ta tue dcad body ai a bcast in aur own climate,
almost incredibic that sa clean and sensitive a crea-
turc as a bec w~ould estabisb itsd1 ini sa offensive a
domicile ; but we must not suppose that the carcass
was a putrid and corrupt mass ; for in the East vultures
and numerous s.varms af ants wvill, in an astonish-
ingiy sbort spacc ai ime, camplcteiy clean out ail the
softcr parts ai a carcass, leaving the skeictan and
integuments entire, and tbcse, aiter being tboraughly
dricd by the hot suns af that climiate, become a clean
and convcnient habitation, ani anc in whicli a swarmn
91 becs WaUl4 4c vcry likeily ta seffle,
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